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setting (time) - Presumably around the late 1870s
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protagonist: Nora
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setting (place) - Norway
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Major conflict:



Nora’s struggle with Krogstad, who threatens to tell her husband about her past
crime, incites Nora’s journey of self-discovery and provides much of the play’s
dramatic suspense. Nora’s primary struggle, however, is against the selfish, stifling,
and oppressive attitudes of

her husband, Torvald, and of the society that he represents.
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Rising action - Nora’s first conversation with Mrs. Linde; Krogstad’s visit and
blackmailing of Nora; Krogstad’s delivery of the letter that later exposes Nora.
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climax - Torvald reads Krogstad’s letter and erupts angrily.
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Falling action - Nora’s realization that Torvald is devoted not to her but to the idea
of her as someone who depends on him;
her decision to abandon him to find independence.
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themes - The sacrificial role of women; parental and filial obligations; the
unreliability of appearances
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motifs - Nora’s definition of freedom; letters
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symbols - The Christmas tree; New Year’s Day
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foreshadowing - Nora’s eating of macaroons against Torvald’s wishes foreshadows
her later rebellion against Torvald.
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"A Doll's House'': The Story in Brief

ACT ONE

Helmer's Advice to Nora to be Economical

A Doll's House largely concerns Torvald Helmer, a lawyer, and his wife Nora. They
have been married for .eight or nine-years, and they have three children, two boys
and a girl. The play begins on a Christmas eve when Nora has just returned home
after having made some purchases in connection with the Christmas festival. She
has brought a Christmas tree and some Christmas presents for the children, for the
Nurse, and for the maid-servant.
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Helmer asks her if she has spent a lot of money. Nora replies that they can afford to
be a little extravagant at this Christmas because, now that he has been appointed
the manager of a bank, he would be getting a fat salary. Helmer says that he is yet to



take charge of the bank as its manager and that the fat salary will start coming only
three months after that.
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He then urges her to continue to be economical in spending money on household
needs. At the same time he gives her a little extra money for Christmas. From
Helmer's manner of talking to Nora we find that he is very fond of her even though
he tries to impose his own will upon her. He addresses her by such pet names as
"my little skylark™ and ""my little squirrel™.
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We also find that he is a moralist; he advises his wife in a solemn manner never to
borrow money and never to incur debts. He has also advised her not to eat
macaroons because sweets would spoil her teeth. However, Nora loves sweets and
eats them secretly.
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A Visit By Mrs. Christine Linde - i ¢ S 3amal) 345

Christine Linde, a friend of Nora's school-days, now comes to see Nora. They have
not met for many years. Nora receives her friend cordially and, from the dialogue
which now ensues‘ between them, we learn something about the past lives of both
the women.

)8 Jatiaad Basae ) glow e ST al ) )95 Ay 8 OV (Al g ol pal) alal cra ) 55 Aaan calal Cyflany S
Ol ) LSt dpialal) Bliadl (e Ui alals ¢ )Y) agia —geii- LS Q) ) gadl cpa 9 3 o 33 gas Lgilada
Christine had been forced by circumstances to marry a man of wealth whom she did
not love. She had found it necessary to marry, him because her mother had at the
time been bed-ridden and she had two younger brothers also to look after. However,
her husband had died soon afterwards, and his business too had gone to pieces after
his death. Christine had therefore been faced with great difficulty in maintaining
herself, her mother, and her younger brothers.
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But now her mother is dead and her younger brothers are grown up and can
therefore look after themselves. Feeling lonely and having no purpose in life,
Christine has come to this city in order to look for a job: Having been aware that
Nora lives in this city, she has now come to see her in order to seek her help in
getting a job. Nora promises to speak to her husband about Christine's need for a



job.
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Money Borrowed By Nora from Krogstad :

Nora's own past life had not been very comfortable or happy either. Eight years ago
her husband had fallen critically ill and she had been forced to borrow money,
secretly and without telling her husband, in order to take him to a warm climate
under medical advice.
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She has regularly been paying monthly installment to her creditor, Krogstad, but in
order to do so she has had to save every penny and she has been denying to herself
many things that she could otherwise have been able to buy for herself. However,
she has no regrets. In fact, she is proud of the fact that she had been able to save her
husband’s life by having borrowed money in order to take him to Italy where they
had stayed for a year or so.
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Helmer's Promise of a Job to Mrs. Linde

When the two women are talking to each other, the man called Krogstad comes to
see Helmer and is admitted into Helmer's study. Mrs. Linde tells Nora that she had
known this man many years ago when he was a solicitor's clerk in the town where
she had been living. Nora tells her that this man bad got married, but that he is now
a widower with several children. Just then Doctor Rank, a close friend of Helmer
and Nora, and a regular visitor at this house, joins the two women.
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He tells them that Krogstad, the man who has just gone into Helmer's study, is
morally corrupt. Doctor Rank describes Krogstad as "'rotten to the core™. A little
later Helmer also joins this group, after having seen off Krogstad. Nora introduces
her friend Mrs. Linde to her husband and asks him to arrange for a job for her.
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Helmer promises to give her a job in the bank of which he would be taking charge
on the New Year's day. Helmer, Doctor Rank, and Mrs. Linde then go away, and
Nora is left alone.
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Krogstad's Threat to Nora On the Basis of Her Act of Forgery
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Nora is now playing with her children when there is a knock at the door and
Krogstad comes once again, this time to meet Nora. Actually Krogstad is the man
from whom Nora borrowed money eight years ago and to whom she has regularly
been paying monthly instalments against that loan. Krogstad has been working for
some time in the bank of which Helmer has been appointed the
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But with Helmer as the manager of the bank, Krogstad's job is in danger because
Helmer does not have a good opinion about this man. Krogstad has already met
Helmer about his job, but Helmer has not given him a favourable reply. Krogstad
now‘ comes to seek Nora's help in this matter.
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He tells Nora that she can save his job in the bank by recommending his case to her
husband. But she tells him that it would not be possible for her to influence her
husband and that she can therefore be of no help to him. Krogstad thereupon says
that he has a weapon in his possession against her and that he will use that weapon
in case she does not prevail upon her husband to let him keep his job in the bank.
Krogstad then explains what he means.
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He tells her that she had signed a bond in order to get the money from him on
credit. It had been necessary for her to have the bond signed by somebody who
could stand surety for her for the repayment of the loan. She had said that her
father would stand surety for her and that she would send the bond to her father for
his signature. After a few days she had given the bond to Krogstad with her father's
signature. However, Krogstad had discovered a disparity in the bond.

sl ) 6% ) Wt sl (e Sy Gl e dda Jlad) o J guanll |ain caB g 38 L W iy
o s Ll g g (ol s AL 0 B a1 adal Lgd (alida iy () Sy (o) La i U (1
i 9 S RIS (el pa g gl g gy a5 S ) ial) ciboe | ALE ol any A il gl ) i)
Al gﬁ U glds

The date on which her father was supposed to have signed the bond as surety for
her was the 2nd October, but her father had died four days earlier, on the 29th



September. How could a dead man have signed the document? asks Krogstnd He
then says that the obvious explanation for this disparity is that she herself had
signed for her father. Nora admits that she had signed for her father. Krogstad tells
her that in signing for her father she had been guilty of forgery which is a criminal
act.
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Nora says that her father had been seriously ill at the time and that she had not
thought it proper to send the document to him for his signature. As Krogstad had
demanded a surety for the loan, she had herself signed for her father. Krogstad says
that she had been guilty of fraud. Nora says that she had badly needed the money
because her husband was critically ill at the time and had to be taken away to a
warm climate. Krogstad says that she does not seem to realize the gravity of her
offence.
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He then tells her that he himself had been guilty at one time of an act of forgery and
that he had suffered heavily for having been guilty of it. He goes on to say that in the
eyes of the law forgery is a serious crime. Nora says that no law can be so unjust as
to ignore the motives and circumstances behind a criminal act. If her intention in
forging her father's signature had been to save her husband's life with the money
that she wanted as a loan, no law can punish her.
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Krogstad says that the law fakes no account of motives, and that a crime remains a
crime no matter what the motive behind it. Krogstad then says that the choice is
hers to make. Either she should prevail upon her husband to let him retain his post
in the bank, or he would make a public disclosure of her crime of forgery. Krogstad
then goes away.
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Nora, Mentally Disturbed

Nora is now feeling much disturbed mentally. When her children come again to play
with her, she sends them away because she is feeling very upset on account of the
threat which Krogstad has given her. She tries to get busy with the Christmas tree
which she has yet to decorate for the evening's celebration. But Krogstad's threat
keeps coming to her mind and making her feel uneasy.
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Nora, Scolded by Helmer for Telling a Lie
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Helmer now returns home and asks if anybody had come to see him or her. Nora
tells a lie, saying that nobody had come. Helmer says that he had just seen Krogstad
leaving their house. Nora then admits that Krogstad had come and had remained
with her in the house for a minute or so. Helmer asks if Krogstad had sought her
help in connection with his post in the bank.
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Nora admits that this was the case. Helmer mildly scolds Nora for having talked to
an undesirable man like Krogstad. He also scolds her for having told him a lie by
having said that nobody had come to the house in his absence. However, he also
begins to fondle Nora in order to show that he is not very annoyed with her. Helmer
then gets busy with his official papers while Nora gets busy with the Christmas tree.
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Helmer's Strong condemnation of Krogstad's Character
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After a brief pause, Nora speaks to Helmer and asks him what kind of dress she
should wear for the fancy-dress ball which is to be held the next evening in their
neighbors' apartment upstairs. He replies that he would think over the matter and
let her know what kind of a costume she should wear for the purpose. She then asks
Helmer what offence Krogstad had been guilty of and why Krogstad's post at the
bank is now in danger.
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Helmer replies that Krogstad had been guilty of forgery which was a very serious
offence. Nora says that Krogstad had perhaps been compelled to commit forgery by
circumstances over which he had no control. Helmer says that it might be so and
that he would not like to punish a man to the extent of dismissing him from the bank
just because he had been guilty of one single offence.
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Nora feels happy to hear this, but Helmer goes on to say that not only had Krogstad
committed an offence but that he had escaped the punishment for that offence by
means of a cunning trick. It was the use of this trickery which showed Krogstad to
be a morally depraved person. Helmer then goes on to express his views about the



evil effect which such a man would be exercising upon his family. If a man has a
crime on his conscience, he would always be telling lies and putting on false
appearances.
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Such a man would spread disease and infection all over his household. Such a man
would be an evil influence on his children because the house of such a man would be
full of evil germs. Helmer says that he finds it impossible to work with a man like
Krogstad and that he would feel literally sick in that man's presence. Helmer then
goes into his study. Helmer's attitude clearly shows to Nora that he is bent upon
dismissing Krogstad.
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Nora's Torturing Thoughts - 1sil 4pdaall <éy)

Nora is now feeling terribly upset. Not only has she failed to save Krogstad's job for
him, but she has been told by Helmer that a person with a crime on his conscience is
sure to exercise an evil influence upon his children. Helmer 's words are now ringing
in her ears and she asks herself if she too is unconsciously exercising an evil
influence upon her children because she, like Krogstad , has been guilty of a
criminal act.
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Indeed, the thought terrifies her and in a brief soliloquy she expresses the state of
her mind thus: *Corrupt my children? Poison my home? It's not true! It could
never, never be true I' In other words, she is now torn by a conflict. Far from having
been able to help Krogstad, she is herself faced with a dilemma. She now does not
think it proper even to let her children come near her.
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When the maidservant asks Nora if she should bring the children, Nora replies that
the children should be asked to stay with their Nurse and should not be allowed to
come to her. Helmer's words have thus produced a profoundly disturbing effect
upon her.
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A Doll's House" ACT TWO
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Nora in a Terrible Fix

It is Christmas day. Nora continues to be in a deeply disturbed state of mind. When
the Nurse, who had been asked to bring the box containing her fancy-dress
costumes, comes with the box, Nora asks her about the children. The Nurse replies
that they are playing with their Christmas toys but that they have been asking for
their mummy
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Nora says that from now onwards she would not be able to spend as much time with
the children as she had been doing previously. When the Nurse has gone and Nora is
alone, she again begins to feel troubled by all sorts of doubts. Krogstad had
threatened her with a disclosure of her criminal act of forgery, and Helmer has
made her feel that her influence on her own children would be pernicious. (Of
course, Helmer does not know in the least that Nora had been guilty of forgery.
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He does not even know that she had borrowed money from Krogstad. He has been
under the impression that she bad got the money for the trip to Italy from her
father. Nora had never told Helmer about the loan or about the person from whom
she had taken the loan or anything about her forging her father's signature).
Indeed, Nora is now feeling tortured by her thoughts about Krogstad's threat and
even more so about her criminal act and her influence upon her children.
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Lecture 5

1usi dua il sl (2b, Helmer 's Rejection of Nora's Recommendation

Nora now takes up with Helmer the case of Krogstad. She had already spoken to
him on Krogstad's behalf but he had told her that he could not do anything for that
man. Now once again she appeals to him to let Krogstad keep his job at the bank.
Helmer says that he is going to give Krogstad's job to Mrs. Linde. Nora suggests
that he should keep Krogstad in his post and dismiss some other clerk in the office
in order to accommodate Mrs. Linde.
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Helmer says that she should not persist in her suggestion because it is simply
impossible for him to keep Krogstad in the bank. Nora says that, in case Krogstad is
dismissed, he might spread false propaganda against him and her and thus bring
both of them into disrepute. She recalls the case of her father who had been made
the victim of much malicious propaganda and who would really have found himself
in trouble if Helmer had not come to his rescue. Helmer says that there is a good
deal of difference between his own case and her father's case.

(O 18 o0 i) (b ol g S (Al A Al Jonns 43 Lga) 81 (B yaiass 0 Y 50 LSl salid J sy
S AN L) Al S35 dnandd) £ g agd il AU g ab i A4, Jal) Ao al) il (Say (i 9 S 3 4k 13)
duia o jalid Jgy 03D jalia Lo La 13 Ay (8 duadi (8D ) Slad ) g3 i) A5pdl) Ao ) A
W gl Alla g ailla o 8 CADEAY,

Her father's professional conduct had not been entirely above suspicion, while his
professional conduct is beyond reproach. He says that he wants to maintain his good
reputation and that he is not going to keep Krogstad in the bank no matter what
Krogstad does, especially because he has already made it known that he is going to
remove Krogstad from the bank. He goes on to say that he does not want people at
the bank to think that he can be influenced by his wife in his official decisions.
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The Order or Dismissal Against Krogstad

He then tells her that there is another reason also why he has decided to dismiss
Krogstad.He could have perhaps overlooked Krogstad's past record, but Krogstad
has made a nuisance of himself to him at the bank in another way. He and Krogstad
had been intimate friends at school, and Krogstad now embarrasses him by
speaking to him always in a familiar manner.
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Krogstad has a tendency to speak to him like an equal, addressing him by his
Christian name and trying to show that he is intimate with him. This position is not
tolerable to him, says Helmer. Nora says that, if Helmer resents Krogstad's familiar
manner of speaking to him, it only shows that Helmer is a petty-minded man.
Helmer feels much offended at being called a petty-minded man and says that he
would put an end to this whole affair by immediately sending the order of dismissal
to Krogstad.
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He then summons the maidservant and asks her to send somebody to Krogstad's
house in order to deliver a letter to him. He hands over to the maid-servant the
order of Krogstad's dismissal in spite of Nora's appeals to him not to do so. He tells
Nora that he fully understands her anxiety, that he knows that her anxiety is due to
her love for him, but that he cannot change his decision to dismiss Krogstad.
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- Afall aa gl jaba Jeas Helmer Ignorant of the Real Situation

Actually, of course, Helmer does not know the true reason for Nora's anxiety in this
matter. Nora is worried because Krogstad had given her a threat that he would
disclose her criminal act of forgery. But Helmer is under the impression that Nora is



feeling worried because Krogstad, after receiving the order of dismissal, would
begin to spread false and malicious propaganda against Helmer.
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Having this impression, Helmer now tells Nora that he has enough strength to face
whatever happens and that he is man enough to take everything upon himself. Now
there is an irony in this situation. Helmer means that -he has courage enough to face
all the consequences of his action in dismissing Krogstad.

AUl 4 Lay Jay 4l g 5 g La JS gl sl A8 B g dgal () 168 iy salid () cpLhad) 130 DU
dga) gal AdS Ay doladioaie O palid ay pudagl) 138 A4 A dlia oY) Al o o b Js Al
i g8 3k A Ades Gl g S,

But Nora takes him to mean that, in case anything happens to her, Helmer would
take all the blame upon his own shoulders, She thinks that, if Krogstad exposes her
criminal act of forgery, Helmer would come forward and declare that he was
entirely responsible for whatever Nora had done.

13) () aint g ABLS) o aglll S jalad AL (gad) Giaag £ a0 ol Dla B () i Ll o o381 ) 58 0!
logd adadl Jas (o) 08 Jalslls Y glomea S A0) (ilay 9 palid (Ala ¢ g 1 () Y Lgdas Sl g S (2

Helmer then goes away into his study while Nora feels terribly frightened by the
thought that Krogstad would expose her criminal act of forger
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Krogstad's Second Visit and His Fresh Threat to Nora
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Doctor Rank now goes away into Helmer's study, while Krogstad comes to have a
private talk with Nora. Krogstad has received the letter of dismissal and he now
comes to settle the whole thing with Nora and to get her help. He is desperately
anxious to keep his job at the bank and so he tells Nora that, in case she does not
help him to retain his job, the consequences for her and her husband would be very
serious.
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He has brought with him a letter addressed to her husband. He has stated in this
letter all the facts about Nora's transaction with him and about Nora's having
forged her father's signature. He now tells Nora that, after having suffered the loss
of his reputation by his criminal act of forgery, he had now decided to lead an
upright life in order to re-establish his good reputation but that her husband was
now bent upon dismissing him and thus ruining his plan to reform himself.
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He says that now he does not simply want to retain his job, but that he wants her
husband to promote him to a higher post so that in course of time he can become the
most important official in the bank. In case she does not manage this, he would hand
over the incriminating letter to Helmer and then both she and her husband would
find themselves in trouble.
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Nora tells him that she is in no position to help him. She admits that she had even
thought of committing suicide because of the complication that he has created in her
life, but he tells her that suicide is not something easy. Krogstad then goes away but,
before going, he drops the letter which he had brought with him into Helmer's
locked letter-box.
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Nora feels that very soon Helmer would come to know all the facts about the loan
and the forgery and that she would then be in real trouble.
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Mrs. Linde's Promise to Help Nora

Mrs. Linde who had been all this time mending Nora's fancy dress in the other room
has now completed the job and she comes to hand over the costume to Nora. By this
time Mrs. Linde has also been able to judge that it was from Krogstad that Nora
bad borrowed the money. Nora now admits to her that she had forged a signature
on the bond which she had executed.
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Mrs. Linde promises to speak to Krogstad and to prevail upon him to withdraw the
incriminating letter. Nora says that something miraculous is going to happen. What
she means is that, if Helmer comes to know that she had forged a signature, he
would take upon himself the entire responsibility. But she is mistaken in this belief.
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Nora’s Intention to commit Suicide

Jai) e ) yei Ay

Mrs. Linde goes away to meet Krogstad, while Nora begins to rehearse the
Tarantella in the presence of her husband and Doctor Rank. Nora's effort now is to
prevent Helmer from opening the letter-box as long as possible so that Mrs. Linde
gets enough time to speak to Krogstad and prevail upon him to withdraw the letter
before Helmer reads it.
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After a little while Mrs. Linde returns and informs Nora in a whisper that Krogstad
was not available because he had gone out of station and would return on the
following day. Nora now makes up her mind to commit suicide after giving her
dance performance at the fancy-dress ball on the following day. She inwardly
calculates that she has now about thirty one hours more to live.
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She has decided to commit suicide for two reasons: first, because Helmer would now
come to know that she had borrowed money and that she had forged a signature;
second, because, Helmer, on coming to know about her criminal act of forgery,
would take the entire responsibility on his own shoulders.
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Nora does not want that Helmer should be put in a position in which he has to
perform such a great sacrifice for her sake. Nora does not want that her husband
should take upon himself the responsibility for what she had done. The best course,
under the circumstances, would be for her to put an end to her own life, she thinks.
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ACT THREE



Mrs Linde's Offer of Marriage to Krogstad

Mrs. Linde had left a message for Krogstad when she had gone to his lodgings to
have a talk with him about the complication which he had created in Nora's life.
Krogstad now comes to see Mrs. Linde at the Helmers' apartment in response to
Mrs. Linde's message. Helmer and Nora are at this time attending the fancy dress
ball in the flat upstairs.
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So Mrs. Linde is alone with Krogstad. First Mrs. Linde explains to him the
circumstances under which she had been forced to terminate her relationship with
him and to marry another man. She tells him that she had to look after her ailing
mother and her two younger brothers and that it was necessary for her to marry
somebody rich enough to enable her to look after them.
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Krogstad says that, when he had received the letter from her terminating her
relationship with him, the ground from under his feet had slipped away and that he
had at that time felt most miserable. Even now, says Krogstad, he is like a broken
man, like a ship-wrecked man clinging to a bit of wreckage.
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Mrs. Linde thereupon says that she is herself like a ship-wrechcd person, with
nobody to care for and with no purpose in her life She then suggests that, if they get
married now, they might be able to provide some comfort to each other. Krogstad is
astonished by Mrs. Linde's offer to marry him. He asks her if she is really serious
about her proposal, and she assures him that she is really serious.
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Krogstad feels overjoyed by Mrs. Linde's reply. However, wanting to make sure
that she is sincere about her offer, he asks her if she is making this offer (If marriage
in order that he should spare her friend Nora. She tells him that it is not for Nora's
sake that, she is offering to marry him. He then feels fully satisfied and says that, in
view of her promise to marry him, he would now, of his own accord, withdraw the
incriminating letter which he had addressed to Helmer.
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But by now Mrs. Linde has changed her view in this affair. She tells Krogstad that
he should not withdraw his letter because she feels that Helmer should come to



know all the facts about what Nora had done. In her opinion, the secret which Nora
had been hiding for years from her husband should now become known to Helmer
so that all secrecy and deception should end between Helmer and Nora and so that
they can come to some sort of permanent understanding .
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Helmer's Angry Outburst After Reading Krogstad's Letter
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Just then Helmer, who has gone through Krogstad's letter, flares up and surprises
Nora with his outburst of anger. Krogstad's disclosure of Nora's having borrowed
money and having forged her father’s signature has come as a great shock to him;
but even more shocking to him is Krogstad's threat that he would make a public
disclosure of all the facts if Helmer does not keep him in the bank at a higher post
than the one which he has been holding so far.
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Helmer gets furious with Nora and says that she has ruined his entire happiness and
endangered his whole future. Krogstad's threat means that Helmer should accept all
Krogstad's demands because, if Krogstad makes a public disclosure of Nora's guilt,
there would be a scandal and Helmer's name would be dragged into the mud.
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Helmer now tells Nora that he will have to comply with Krogstad's demands but
that at the same time he would not be able to treat Nora with the same love and
regard which he has always felt for her. To all appearances they would still continue
to be man and wife but the relationship between them would now be of a different
kind.
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He would not be able to trust her any longer with their children because in the light
of what she had done, he does not think her fit to continue to be in charge of the
children’s upbringing.

B i Ol Lgealauad) Siny Y 4l g cAliles 3B La £ g A Y agllibl aa ) da Lgd 5 o 180 06 o
JULY) 4 5 08 Jsisma 0188 O,

MODEL QUESTIONS :

1. Krogstad has received the letter of ................. from Helmer.

a) congratulations

b) dismissal

C) praise



d) recommendation

2. Krogstad dropped ................. Into Helmer’s locked letter- Box.
a) a parcel

b) a gift

c) a letter

d) nothing
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A Shocking Revelation for Nora
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Helmer's reaction to Krogstad's letter comes to Nora as a shocking revelation. She
had thought that Helmer, with all the moral principles which he had always
professed, would never yield to Krogstad's blackmail and would defy Krogstad,
refusing flatly to accept his demands.
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But Helmer has lost his temper and taken a drastic decision against her even
without giving her a chance to explain the circumstances under which she had
entered into that transaction with Krogstad several years ago. But there is yet
another shock in store for her.
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She had also thought that, with all the love that he had been professing for her and
in the light of the sacrifice she had made for his sake, he would take upon his own
shoulders the entire responsibility for the criminal deed which she had committed
without having realized its implications.
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Just at this time another letter from Krogstad comes through a messenger. In this
letter Krogstad has said that, on account of the good luck that has befallen him in
the shape of Mrs. Linde's offer to marry him, he no longer bears any grudge against



Nora and her husband.
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In this letter he has offered an apology to Nora for having written his previous letter
and for having tried to blackmail her and her husband. Ongoing through this letter,
Helmer feels overjoyed. This letter has put an end to all the tormenting anxiety
which he had been experiencing only a few moments ago. This means that there will
be no scandal and that he will be secure in his position.
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At the same time his attitude towards Nora undergoes a complete change. He tells
her that the crisis with which he was faced is over and that they have now nothing to
worry about. He tells her that he forgives her for whatever she had done and that he
will again love her, protect her, and guide her through life just as he had been doing
before.
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He says that now she is his property in a double sense because he has given her a
new life by having forgiven her. He goes on to say that she has now become both his
wife and his child. In other words, he will love her as his wife and he will protect her
as if she were his child.
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Helmer's reaction to this second letter from Krogstad shows that Helmer has
relapsed into his former self-complacency and has once again assumed the role of
the ""possessor’’ of his wife. Krogstad's second letter has made Helmer forget all
those offensive remarks which he had made to Nora only a little while ago as a
consequence of the first letter.
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Nora's Discovery of the True Character of Helmer

Helmer's behaviour after-going through Krogstad's first letter and then after going
through Krogstad's second letter has revealed to Nora the true character of her
husband. It has become clear to her that he is not the kind of self-sacrificing
husband that she had thought him to be.
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It has also become clear to her that the moral principles which he always used to
profess were not genuinely held by him. She has discovered the hollowness of his
moral principles and the selfishness of his love for her.
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She has also discovered his ego-centric nature and his unabashed self-complacency.
As a result of these discoveries, Nora now takes a crucial decision so far as her
relationship with Helmer is concerned.
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Nora's Decision to Leave Her Husband Altogether

Nora now tells Helmer that, having discovered what he really is, she has made up
her mind to leave him altogether. She says that he is not the man she had thought
him to be. She says that he has always treated her as his doll-wife just as her father
had always treated her as his baby-doll.
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She says that she has always been adopting his opinions and views and conforming
to his tastes just as she had, as a girl, been adopting the views and opinions of her
father. But now she is no longer prepared to continue to live in a doll's house. She
has discovered that she is an individual in her own right. She has discovered her
own identity.
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She can no longer continue to accept unquestioningly the ideas and views of society.
She wants to discover for herself what is right and what is wrong. She is not
prepared to accept even the teachings of religion blindly.. She would go out into the



world to gain first-hand experience of life and to find out whether she is right or
society is right.
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She must test the traditional ideas of society by her own experience. She tells her
husband that his treating to her as his property and as a doll is a traditional way of
treating a wife, but that she wants to find out her own potentialities. She would not
mind even leaving her children in order to arrive at her own conclusions about life
from her first-hand experience of it.
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Helmer tries to dissuade her from leaving him and her home, and he repeatedly
appeals to her not to leave. But her mind is made up. She says that more sacred than
her duty to her husband and to her children is her duty to herself.
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She takes back from Helmer the wedding-ring which she had given him at the time
of the marriage and she then makes her exit from the house, slamming the door
behind her.
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The Significance of Nora's Decision 18 JI_# s jie

Nora leaves her home, her husband, and even her children in order to establish her
own identity and individuality in the world and in order to form her own ideas and
opinions.
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Her action is a symbol of the liberation of the individual from the traditional bonds
and restraints under which the individual suffers and which hinder his development.
But, more than that, the drastic step taken by Nora was at that time a trumpet-call
to the women of the time to assert their rights and not to continue as the property of
their husbands.
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The Message of the Play

Itis in the final Act that the message of the play becomes clear to us, Even though
Ibsen himself denied it, the last discussion between Nora and Helmer in this Act
clearly shows that the real theme of the play is the rights and duties of a woman.
Nora's decision at the end is intended to show that a man has no business to treat his
wife as an item of his property or as a possession of his.
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Itis in the final Act that the message of the play becomes clear to us, Even though
Ibsen himself denied it, the last discussion between Nora and Helmer in this Act
clearly shows that the real theme of the play is the rights and duties of a woman.
Nora's decision at the end is intended to show that a man has no business to treat his
wife as an item of his property or as a possession of his.
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Itis in the final Act that the message of the play becomes clear to us, Even though
Ibsen himself denied it, the last discussion between Nora and Helmer in this Act
clearly shows that the real theme of the play is the rights and duties of a woman.
Nora's decision at the end is intended to show that a man has no business to treat his
wife as an item of his property or as a possession of his.
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It is in the final Act that the message of the play becomes clear to us, Even though
Ibsen himself denied it, the last discussion between Nora and Helmer in this Act
clearly shows that the real theme of the play is the rights and duties of a woman.
Nora's decision at the end is intended to show that a man has no business to treat his
wife as an item of his property or as a possession of his.
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woman has a mind of her own, and an individuality of her own. She needs a
favorable environment in which she can think for herself and can make her own
wishes known to her husband. She should not be taken for granted by her husband.
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Helmer has shown himself to be a complete egoist, a self- centered man, a self



complacent husband who thinks that a wife is intended to be a source of warmth
and comfort in the household and that all that matters is the husband's ideas,
opinions, and tastes to which a wife must conform, Nora, by her bold action at the
end, shows that she is not the conformist type of wife, or that she has been a
conformist for too long a time and that she is not prepared to continue in that role.
The play's advocacy of feminist independence becomes manifest in this Act.
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A MODEL QUESTION

1. At the end of A Doll’s House Nora has discovered her.................
a) own car

b) own house

c) own doll

d) own identity.

lecture 8

Doll's House

Helmer's Reasons for wanting to dismiss Krogstad i g S 3 33130 el cilaul
Helmer and krogstad had been great friends during their boyhood but now Helmer
holds Krogstad in contempt. In the first place , Krogstad had spoilt his reputation
by an act of dishonesty for which he could have been prosecuted if the matter had
gone to the court.
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This act of dishonesty in Krogstad's part was an act of forgery similar to that of
Nora. But while Nora had forged a signature without realizing that it was something
illegal and punishable with imprisonment, Krogstad had committed an act of
forgery knowing fully well what he was doing. Helmer had come to know of
Krogstad's act of dishonesty and had therefore formed a low opinion about his



friend of old days.
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For this reason, Helmer has decided to dismiss Krogstad from his post in the bank
and now when Nora recommends Mrs. Linde for a job, Helmer makes up his mind
to appoint Mrs. Linde to the post which would be vacated by Krogstad. But Helmer
has a second reason also to get rid of Krogstad. Krogstad always speaks to Helmer
in a familiar manner, addressing him by his Christian name and behaving as if the
friendship of their days of boyhood still exists between them.
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Helmer does not want that a man in a subordinate position, and especially a man
who had been guilty of criminal act, should behave as if he were Helmer's equal.
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Of course, as has already been pointed out above, Helmer is totally unaware of two
very important facts which are relevant to the present situation. He does not know
that his wife had borrowed money from Krogstad, and he does not know that his
wife had forged a signature on the bond which she had executed at the time.(She had
borrowed money from Krogstad in order to take her husband to Italy to save his life
from the dangerous illness from which he was suffering at the time).
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Doll's House- Themes, Motifs & Symbols
Themes



Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work.
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The Sacrificial Role of Women

In A Doll’s House, Ibsen paints a bleak picture of the sacrificial role held by women
of all economic classes in his society. In general, the play’s female characters
exemplify Nora’s assertion (spoken to Torvald in Act Three) that even though men
refuse to sacrifice their integrity, “hundreds of thousands of women have.”
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In order to support her mother and two brothers, Mrs. Linde found it necessary to
abandon Krogstad, her true—but penniless—love, and marry a richer man. The
nanny had to abandon her own child to support herself by working as Nora’s (and
then as Nora’s children’s) caretaker. As she tells Nora, the nanny considers herself
lucky to have found the job, since she was “a poor girl who’d been led astray.”
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Though Nora is economically advantaged in comparison to the play’s other female
characters, she nevertheless leads a difficult life because society dictates that
Torvald be the marriage’s dominant partner. Torvald issues decrees and
condescends to Nora, and Nora must hide her loan from him because she knows
Torvald could never accept the idea that his wife (or any other woman) had helped
save his life.

O Al aa dmaa Blia Gl g by JAY) A jcal) il Ciluadide 4 e Laba) 380 ) 558 of a2
ipd g Mo i o Gk alinall

O i LY Ada Lgudn B (AR ) i 8 9 sl (o Sy g il I AN S g deay  ageal) )30
S ¢ (Saall (e (0S5l A8 8

Adla M) B sacludi )5 AT 81 el o gl Atag) ol 1l 3_sal)

Furthermore, she must work in secret to pay off her loan because it is illegal for a
woman to obtain a loan without her husband’s permission. By motivating Nora’s
deception, the attitudes of Torvald—and society—Ileave Nora vulnerable to
Krogstad’s blackmail.
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Nora’s abandonment of her children can also be interpreted as an act of self-
sacrifice. Despite Nora’s great love for her children—manifested by her interaction
with them and her great fear of corrupting them—she chooses to leave them. Nora
truly believes that the nanny will be a better mother and that leaving her children is
in their best interest.

(b (AT ALY ) )68 s (e a8 My, ) Al JanS paady Lyl (iSay g Ll |55 & 5
AU gpgralglolii- :
ppialaa 8 ga Leldh) & 5 o)) g ol Jaad) ¢ 9Si A pal) () B ) g8 Aint g agS 5 LA g abaludY

The Unreliability of Appearances jaUiall 4% asc

Over the course of A Doll’s House, appearances prove to be misleading veneers that
mask the reality of the play’s characters and -situations. Our first impressions of
Nora, Torvald, and Krogstad are all eventually undercut. Nora initially seems a
silly, childish woman, but as the play progresses, we see that she is intelligent,
motivated, and, by the play’s conclusion, a strong-willed, independent thinker.
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Torvald, though he plays the part of the strong, benevolent husband, reveals himself
to be cowardly, petty, and selfish when he fears that Krogstad may expose him to
scandal. Krogstad too reveals himself to be a much more sympathetic and merciful
character than he first appears to be. The play’s climax is largely a matter of
resolving identity confusion—we see Krogstad as an earnest lover, Nora as an
intelligent, brave woman, and Torvald as a simpering, sad man.
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Situations too are misinterpreted both by us and by the characters. The seeming
hatred between Mrs. Linde and Krogstad turns out to be love. Nora’s creditor turns
out to be Krogstad and not, as we and Mrs. Linde suppose, Dr. Rank. Dr. Rank, to
Nora’s and our surprise, confesses that he is in love with her.
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The seemingly villainous Krogstad repents and returns Nora’s contract to her, while
the seemingly kindhearted Mrs. Linde ceases to help Nora and forces Torvald’s
discovery of Nora’s secret.
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The instability of appearances within the Helmer household at the play’s end results
from Torvald’s devotion to an image at the expense of the creation of true
happiness. Because Torvald craves respect from his employees, friends, and wife,
status and image are important to him.
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Any disrespect—when Nora calls him petty and when Krogstad calls him by his first
name, for example—angers Torvald greatly. By the end of the play, we see that
Torvald’s obsession with controlling his home’s appearance and his repeated
suppression and denial of reality have harmed his family and his happiness
irreparably.
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Motifs

Motifs are recurring structures, contrasts, or literary devices that can help to
develop and inform the text’s major themes.
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Nora’s Definition of Freedom

Nora’s understanding of the meaning of freedom evolves over the course of the play.
In the first act, she believes that she will be totally “free” as soon as she has repaid
her debt, because she will have the opportunity to devote herself fully to her
domestic responsibilities.
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After Krogstad blackmails her, however, she reconsiders her conception of freedom
and questions whether she is happy in Torvald’s house, subjected to his orders and
edicts. By the end of the play, Nora seeks a new kind of freedom. She wishes to be
relieved of her familial obligations in order to pursue her own ambitions, beliefs,
and identity.
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Letters

Many of the plot’s twists and turns depend upon the writing and reading of letters,
which function within the play as the subtext that reveals the true, unpleasant
nature of situations obscured by Torvald and Nora’s efforts at beautification.
Krogstad writes two letters: the first reveals Nora’s crime of forgery to Torvald; the
second retracts his blackmail threat and returns Nora’s promissory note.
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The first letter, which Krogstad places in Torvald’s letterbox near the end of Act
Two, represents the truth about Nora’s past and initiates the inevitable dissolution
of her marriage—as Nora says immediately after Krogstad leaves it, “We are lost.”
Nora’s attempts to stall Torvald from reading the letter represent her continued
denial of the true nature of her marriage.
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The second letter releases Nora from her obligation to Krogstad and represents her
release from her obligation to Torvald. Upon reading it, Torvald attempts to return
to his and Nora’s previous denial of reality, but Nora recognizes that the letters have
done more than expose her actions to Torvald; they have exposed the truth about
Torvald’s selfishness, and she can no longer participate in the illusion of a happy
marriage.
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A MODEL QUESTION

1. Nora initially seems a silly, childish woman, but as the play progresses, we see
that sheiis ..........

a) stupid and careless.

] b) intelligent, motivated.

¢) unintelligent and mindless.

d) slow- witted and unmotivated

Symbols:

Symbols are objects, characters, figures, or colors used to represent abstract ideas
or concepts.
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The Christmas Tree

The Christmas tree, a festive object meant to serve a decorative purpose, symbolizes
Nora’s position in her household as a plaything who is pleasing to look at and adds
charm to the home. There are several parallels drawn between Nora and the
Christmas tree in the play.
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Just as Nora instructs the maid that the children cannot see the tree until it has been
decorated, she tells Torvald that no one can see her in her dress until the evening of
the dance. Also, at the beginning of the second act, after Nora’s psychological
condition has begun to erode, the stage directions indicate that the Christmas tree is
correspondingly “dishevelled.”
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New Year’s Day

The action of the play is set at Christmastime, and Nora and Torvald both look
forward to New Year’s as the start of a new, happier phase in their lives. In the new
year, Torvald will start his new job, and he anticipates with excitement the extra
moneyand admiration the job will bring him.
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Lecture 9

Doll's House- Themes, Motifs & Symbols

Symbols

Symbols are objects, characters, figures, or colors used to represent abstract ideas
or concepts.
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The Christmas Tree

The Christmas tree, a festive object meant to serve a decorative purpose, symbolizes
Nora’s position in her household as a plaything who is pleasing to look at and adds
charm to the home. There are several parallels drawn between Nora and the
Christmas tree in the play.
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Just as Nora instructs the maid that the children cannot see the tree until it has been
decorated, she tells Torvald that no one can see her in her dress until the evening of
the dance. Also, at the beginning of the second act, after Nora’s psychological
condition has begun to erode, the stage directions indicate that the Christmas tree is
correspondingly “dishevelled.”
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Nora also looks forward to Torvald’s new job, because she will finally be able to
repay her secret debt to Krogstad. By the end of the play, however, the nature of the
new start that New Year’s represents for Torvald and Nora has changed
dramatically.
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They both must become new people and face radically changed ways of living.
Hence, the new year comes to mark the beginning of a truly new and different
period in both their lives and their personalities.
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Important Quotations Explained egall cilulidy) & 4

1. One day I might, yes. Many years from now, when I’ve lost my looks a little.
Don’t laugh. I mean, of course, a time will come when Torvald is not as devoted to
me, not quite so happy when I dance for him, and dress for him, and play with him.
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Explanation for Quotation 1

this quotation from Act One, Nora describes to Mrs. Linde the circumstances under
which she would consider telling Torvald about the secret loan she took in order to
save his life. Her claim that she might consider telling him when she gets older and
loses her attractiveness is important because it shows that Nora has a sense of the
true nature of her marriage, even as early as Act One.
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She recognizes that Torvald’s affection is based largely on her appearance, and she
knows that when her looks fade, it is likely that Torvald’s interest in her will fade as
well. Her suggestion that in the future she may need something to hold over Torvald
in order to retain his faithfulness and devotion to her reveals that Nora is not as
naive as she pretends to be. She has an insightful, intelligent, and manipulative side
that acknowledges, if only in a small way, the troubling reality of her existence.
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Quotation 2

2. Free. To be free, absolutely free. To spend time playing with the children. To have
a clean, beautiful house, the way Torvald likes it.

AN ARy ke il g Jaen i o Juaatl JULY) pa cally B gl gLl dltha 4 e ¢Sl 4 Al
Q3 caay Al 55 L

Explanation for Quotation 2

In this quotation from her conversation with Mrs. Linde in Act One, Nora claims
that she will be “free” after the New Year—after she has paid off her debt to
Krogstad. While describing her anticipated freedom, Nora highlights the very
factors that constrain her. She claims that freedom will give her time to be a mother
and a traditional wife who maintains a beautiful home, as her husband likes it.
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But the message of the play is that Nora cannot find true freedom in this traditional
domestic realm. As the play continues, Nora becomes increasingly aware that she
must change her life to find true freedom, and her understanding of the word “free”
evolves accordingly. By the end of the play, she sees that freedom entails
independence from societal constraints and the ability to explore her own
personality, goals, and beliefs.
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Quotation 3

3. Something glorious is going to happen.
Gt alis ¢ oG

Explanation for Quotation 3
Nora speaks these prophetic-sounding words to Mrs. Linde toward the end of Act



Two as she tells her about what will happen when Torvald reads Krogstad’s letter
detailing Nora’s secret loan and forgery. The meaning of Nora’s statement remains
obscure until Act Three, when Nora reveals the nature of the “glorious” happening
that she anticipates. She believes that when Torvald learns of the forgery and
Krogstad’s blackmail, Torvald will take all the blame on himself and gloriously
sacrifice his reputation in order to protect her.
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When Torvald eventually indicates that he will not shoulder the blame for Nora,
Nora’s faith in him is shattered. Once the illusion of Torvald’s nobility is crushed,
Nora’s other illusions about her married life are crushed as well, and her
disappointment with Torvald triggers her awakening.
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Quotation 4

4. From now on, forget happiness. Now it’s just about saving the remains, the
wreckage, the appearance.
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Explanation for Quotation 4

Torvald speaks these words in Act Three after learning of Nora’s forgery and
Krogstad’s ability to expose her. Torvald’s conversations with Nora have already
made it clear that he is primarily attracted to Nora for her beauty and that he takes
personal pride in the good looks of his wife. He has also shown himself to be
obsessed with appearing dignified and respectable to his colleagues.
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Torvald’s reaction to Krogstad’s letter solidifies his characterization as a shallow
man concerned first and foremost with appearances. Here, he states explicitly that
the appearance of happiness is far more important to him than happiness itself.
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These words are important also because they constitute Torvald’s actual reaction to
Nora’s crime, in contrast to the gallant reaction that she expects. Rather than
sacrifice his own reputation for Nora’s, Torvald seeks to ensure that his reputation
remains unsullied. His desire to hide—rather than to take responsibility—for
Nora’s forgery proves Torvald to be the opposite of the strong, noble man that he
purports himself to be before Nora and society.
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Quotation 5

5.1 have been performing tricks for you, Torvald. That’s how I’ve survived. You
wanted it like that. You and Papa have done me a great wrong. It’s because of you
I’ve made nothing of my life.
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Explanation for Quotation 5

Nora speaks these words, which express the truth that she has gleaned about her
marriage, Torvald’s character, and her life in general, to Torvald at the end of Act
Three. She recognizes that her life has been largely a performance. She has acted
the part of the happy, child-like wife for Torvald and, before that, she acted the part
of the happy, child-like daughter for her father.
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She now sees that her father and Torvald compelled her to behave in a certain way
and understands it to be “great wrong” that stunted her development as an adult
and as a human being. She has made “nothing” of her life because she has existed
only to please men. Following this -realization, Nora leaves Torvald in order to
make something of her life and—for the first time—to exist as a person independent
of other people.
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Torvald’s and Nora’s attitudes toward money

Torvald and Nora’s first conversation establishes Torvald as the member of the
household who makes and controls the money and Nora as the one who spends it.
Torvald repeatedly teases Nora about her spending, and at one point Mrs. Linde
points out that Nora was a big spender in her younger days. These initial comments
paint Nora as a shallow woman who is overly concerned with -material delights.
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Yet Nora’s generous tip to the porter in the play’s opening scene shows that she is
not a selfish woman. More important, once the secret of Nora’s loan is made known
to the audience, we see that Nora’s interest in money stems more from her concern
for her family’s welfare than from petty desires. We realize that the excitement she
has expressed over Torvald’s new, well-paying job results from the fact that more
spending money means she can finally pay off her debt to Krogstad.
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While Torvald seems less enthralled by money because he doesn’t talk about it
except to chastise Nora for her spending, he is obsessed with having a beautiful
home, including a beautiful wife. He considers these things important to his



reputation, and keeping up this reputation requires money. Although Torvald
accuses Nora of wasting money, Nora spends her money mostly on worthy causes,
whereas Torvald uses his for selfish, shallow purposes.
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Mrs. Linde and Nora at the end of the play<

By the end of Act Three, both Nora and Mrs. Linde have entered new phases in
their lives. Nora has chosen to abandon her children and her husband because she
wants independence from her roles as mother and wife. In contrast, Mrs. Linde has
chosen to abandon her independence to marry Krogstad and take care of his family.
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She likes having people depend on her, and independence does not seem to fulfill
her. Despite their apparent opposition, both Nora’s and Mrs. Linde’s decisions
allow them to fulfill their respective personal desires. They have both chosen their
own fates, freely and without male influence. Ibsen seems to feel that the nature of
their choices is not as important as the fact that both women make the choices
themselves.
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Analysis of Major Characters

Nora Helmer

At the beginning of A Doll’s House, Nora seems completely happy. She responds
affectionately to Torvald’s teasing, speaks with excitement about the extra money
his new job will provide, and takes pleasure in the company of her children and
friends. She does not seem to mind her doll-like existence, in which she is coddled,
pampered, and patronized.
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As the play progresses, Nora reveals that she is not just a “silly girl,” as Torvald
calls her. That she understands the business details related to the debt she incurred
taking out a loan to preserve Torvald’s health indicates that she is intelligent and
possesses capacities beyond mere wifehood.
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Her description of her years of secret labor undertaken to pay off her debt shows
her fierce determination and ambition. Additionally, the fact that she was willing to
break the law in order to ensure Torvald’s health shows her courage.
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Krogstad’s blackmail and the trauma that follows do not change Nora’s nature;
they open her eyes to her unfulfilled and underappreciated potential. “I have been
performing tricks for you, Torvald,” she says during her climactic confrontation
with him.
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Nora comes to realize that in addition to her literal dancing and singing tricks, she
has been putting on a show throughout her marriage. She has pretended to be
someone she is not in order to fulfill the role that Torvald, her father, and society at
large have expected of her.
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Torvald’s severe and selfish reaction after learning of Nora’s deception and forgery
is the final catalyst for Nora’s awakening. But even in the first act, Nora shows that
she is not totally unaware that her life is at odds with her true personality. She
defies Torvald in small yet meaningful ways—by eating macaroons and then lying
to him about it, for instance.
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She also swears, apparently just for the pleasure she derives from minor rebellion
against societal standards. As the drama unfolds, and as Nora’s awareness of the
truth about her life grows, her need for rebellion escalates, culminating in her



walking out on her husband and children to find independence.
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Doctor RanK is .....coevvviiiiiniiiiineiieiiniicnnnns of Helmer and Nora.

A. A close friend

B. Arival

C. A relative
D. An enemy

Nora wanted the 10an €0 ....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiieiierrereeeeereeeeeeeeeeeececeececes
A. Save her husband’s life.

B. Get a new job.

C. Buy diamonds

D. Buy a car.

Whose signature did Nora forge?
A. Her father’s

B. Trovald’s

C. Krogstad’s

D. Her daughter’s

Who helped raise Nora?
A. Mrs. Linde

B. Her nanny

C. Nora’s grandmother
D. Helene

. To Helmer, Krogstad’s second letter means that................cccceuvaeene.
A. He will be scandalized.

B. He will be secure in his position.

C. He will be dismissed out of the bank.

D. He will get a great reward.

Nora could not send the bond to her father because.........c.cceeevniininann.
A. He would come to her.

B. He was newly married.

C. He had been seriously ill

D. He was busy.

Helmer’s reaction to Krogstad’s letter comes to Nora as ........cccceeevveeennnnnn.
A. A great reward
B. An expected reaction



C. A shocking revelation
D. A kind of honor

A Doll’s House is a tragedy because Nora decides t0........cccevvuvieennnen.
A. Leave her children only.

B. To Kill her husband.

C. Leave her husband only.

D. Leave both her husband and children

14. Nora and Helmer have been married for about..........ccccevviveiiiennnnnn...
A. Eleven years.

B. Nine years

C. Ten years.

D. Twelve years.
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To what does Nora compare herself at the end of the play?
A. Aslave

B. A squirrel

C. A prisoner

D. A doll

16. Whom did Mrs. Linde work many years to support?
A. Her husband

B. Her mad uncle.

C. Her dying mother

D. Her children

What type of character is Helmer?
A. He is elf sacrifice.

B. He is selfless

C. He is self- denial.

D. He is self-centered

The protagonist in A Doll’s HOUSE iS.....coeuviieiiiniiiieiiiniiiieiiinicieciinrcenecnns
A. Krogstad.

B. Helmer

C. Linde.

D. Nora

Torvald is very conscious of other people’s perceptions of him and of his standing in
the community. His explanation for rejecting Nora’s request that Krogstad be kept
on at the office—that retaining Krogstad would make him “a laughing stock before
the entire staff”— shows that he prioritizes his reputation over his wife’s desires.
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Torvald further demonstrates his deep need for society’s respect in his reaction to
Nora’s deception. Although he says that Nora has ruined his happiness and will not
be allowed to raise the children, he insists that she remain in the house because his
chief concern is saving “the appearance” of their household.
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