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Language and identity

What do we mean by linguistic identity?
Identity is something which we are constantly building and negotiating

through our interaction with others.

e The most obvious difference in the way people speak is in their
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The importance of Linguistic Identityd: gilll 4. ggl) 4vani-
e Speakers tend to use their linguistic identity for the different reasons:
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1- To disguise their membership of a particular social or regional group.
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2- To distance themselves from a particular social or regional group.
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3- To move closer to another group they want to belong to.
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e Using names is one of the most obvious linguistic ways of
establishing people’s identity.
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e Names distinguish us from other members of a group.
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e Names can sometimes carry important meanings for individual
identity.
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9.3.1 Names and naming practices

¢ E.g.in the Hindu religion, a child was given two names.
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e The first name was believed to give the child strength.
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¢ The second name which was used to address the child by was believed to protect

the child and give them as much good fortune as possible.
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JSLday i ) ¢Sy slenl) Names can cause problems.
Names can cause problems, particularly if they don’t fit in with the conventions of a
community.
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9.3.2 Systems of address
e Systems of address are culturally determined.
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e [n Britain, If you are addressing a judge, you use one the following address:
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your honour
m’lord
m’lady

e To disregard the rules can lead to some form of disapproval or can be interpreted
as an insult.
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(40)Speakers tend to use their linguistic identity in order ........
(A)to disguise their membership of a particular social or regional group.
(B) to distance themselves from a particular social or regional group.

(C) to move closer to another group they want to belong to.
(D) All the above.
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23- The most obvious difference in the way people speak is in their ......... :
A. accent and dialect

B. social class and education
C. all the above
D

none of the above
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25- To disregard the rules of the system of address can lead to some form of ............ :

A. approval or can be interpreted as a complement

B. disproval or cannot be interpreted as an insult

C. disapproval or can be interpreted as aninsult

D

disestablishment or can be interpreted as an implant
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(24)Inthe ......... religion, a child was given two names. The first name was believed to give
the child strength and the second was believed to protect the child.
(A) Hindu.
(B) Muslim
(C) Christian
(D) Jewish
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24- Choose the correct sentence :

A. Names cause no proclaims, particularly if they don’t fit in with the ... ( not clear )
Names can cause problems, if they fit in with the conventions of a community

B.
C. Names can cause problems, if they don’t fit in with the universal conventions of a community
D. Names can cause problems, particularly if they don’t fit in with the conventions of a community

(36)Names can cause problems, particularly if they
(A) don’t fit in.
(B) conform
(C) agree
(D)are very long.

...... with the conventions of a community
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