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Why do we study language ?
Because we discover more about different fields of knowledge :
1- Psycholinguistics
2-Artificial intelligence
3-Applied linguistics
4-Sociolinguistics
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:Characteristics of Language.
A- Language is a system.
B- Language has the potential to create new meanings
C- Language can have multiple functions:
a. Language used referentially.
b. Language used affectively
c. Language used aesthetically
d. Language used phatically.
D- Language is diverse
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Definition:
Psycholinguistics:
is the study of how a listener recognize words and utterances, or how
damage to our brains results in certain kind of language disorders.
Applied Linguistics




A branch of linguistics where we study how to learn and to teach
different languages.
Sociolinguistics:
The study of the relation between language and society and the different
varieties of language people use
Artificial intelligence:
The study of how to make computers more sophisticated
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Who is interested in Language?
-Language related issues are discussed in newspapers, television,
lectures, etc.
-e.g. complaining about jargon used in classroom
-e.g. coining new words.
-e.g. importance of political speeches, etc
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Language is a system.
Language is a systematic way of combining smaller units into larger
units for the purpose of communication
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phoneme + phonemes =
Free + dom =
Use + ful =
Jéa
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EX. syntax
book Very This is useful
This book is very useful
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Phonemes: the sounds of our language. E.qg. /k/, /t/, etc.
Lexical items: the words of our language. E.g. Help, homework, etc.
Syntax: grammatical rules which determine how words can be combined
into phrases and sentences:
E.g. The nice book “book the nice




Jane is

* The use of a star * means that the sentence is ungrammatical
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Arabic: iy Al

English: Important unimportant
Boss Bossy
We can easily understand what these new words mean:
- = not important
- =to order people around.

This characteristics distinguishes human language from other
languages:

E.g. Birds have very limited range of messages.
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4y Jf i [ Language used referentially ]
Referential use of language can be found in examples giving information
or instructions the speaker wants the hearer to do. The purpose is to

transmit accurate or non-ambiguous information.

Eg.
-Put those papers on the table.



-Open this door.
Your instruction is referential because it gives information about what
you want placed (the papers) and where you want them placed (on the
table).
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When language is used affectively , the speaker/writer expresses his/her
feelings or attitudes.

Eg. Wow, she is very beautiful.
Oh, he is coming!

The affective function of language expresses the speakers’ or writers’
feelings and attitudes.
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Aesthetic language is usually used in poetry not in science.
Aesthetic language can hold people's interest.

-Language performing aesthetic function is designed to please the
senses through actual or imagined sounds and through metaphor.

Ex.

Speech is silver silence is gold.
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The phatic function is used to keep communication lines open and also
keep social relationships well. It helps in maintaining cohesion within
social groups.

*

-Refers to the everyday usage of language
-Refers to the small talk between people to share feelings or establish a
mood of sociability; phatic language is for the sake of interaction that
opens up a social channel.
EX.
Greetings: How are you today?
Discussions of the weather: It is very warm today.
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There is more than one variety of English: English varies between
countries.
Eg.
Indian English, American English, etc.

-Language use varies within a country.
Eg.
Classical Arabic and Modern Arabic
Formal Arabic and informal Arabic.
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why do we study language ?7? €.. 4l G 13
when we study language we discover more about different fields of
knowledge :
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Definition : psycholinguistics : is the study of how listener recognize
words and utterances , or how damage to our brains results in certain
kind of language disorders
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Language is a systematic way of combing smaller units into larger for
the purpose of communication
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This book is very usef
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Phonemes
Lexical items
syntax
Phonemes : the sound of our language e.g. K,t,b,m...ect
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lexical items : the words of our language e.g help , homework , read ,

write ,.....ect
@‘ een S0 ¢ iﬂc@.ﬂJMtﬂ%L’c &M"%wﬁwW‘ﬂw\

Syntax : grammatical rules which determine how words can be

combined into phrases and sentences
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language has the potential create new meanings
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arabic : i ¢ i)
English : important , unimportant
boss , bossy

We can easily understand what these new words mean :
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this characteristics distinguishes human language from other language
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language can have multiple functions
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1- Language used refentially 4 s deddical) 431
referntial use of language can be found in examples giving information
or instructions the speaker wants the hearer to do .
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The purpose is to transmit accurate or non-ambiguous information .
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put those papers on the table
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open this door
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your in struction is referntial because it gives information about what
you want to placed (the papers and where you want them placed (one
the table)
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When language is used affectively, the speaker/writer expresses his/her
feelings or attitudes
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Wow she is very beautiful
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The affective function of language expresses the speakers’ or writers’
feelings and attitudes.
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Language used aesthetically
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Aesthetic language is usually used in poetry not in science.
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Aesthetic language can hold people's interest.
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Language performing aesthetic function is designed to please the
senses through actual or imagined sounds and through metaphor.
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Speech is silver silence is gold.
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Power is the ability of its holders to force compliance or obedience of
other people to their will



Jlia
Eg. A police office can use power to stop criminals or thieves and make

them comply with the law
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How can language impose power?
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Statistics published by the State of the World Forum (September 2000):
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Number of pages on the World Wide Web: 320,000,000
This means that:
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The English language has the power to dominate the Web.
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It has become so widespread.
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Percentage of all websites in English: 80
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This means that:
2 Ja g :
If you do not speak a certain language you are excluded from some kind
of power.
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How can language impose power?s ssill oz i of 4l (Say s
Which language we speak can be pathway to power
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Knowing a language is power.
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E.g. People who have knowledge (language or an skill) have the power
to make you feel ignorant or confused because they have knowledge
that you do not have.
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E.g. An average person vs. an expert

Saussure’ theory of language
Al (B e gun 4y a0
Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913) was a Swiss linguist whose ideas

laid a foundation for many significant developments in linguistics in the

20th century.
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Theory: Language as a Representational System
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Power: is The ability of its holders to force compliance or obedience of
other people to their will.
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Eg. A police office can use power to stop criminals or thieves and make
them comply with the law.
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How can language impose power?
Statistics published by the State of the World Forum (September 2000):
e Number of pages on the World Wide Web: 320,000,000
This means that:
-The English language has the power to dominate the the Web. It has
become so widespread.

e Percentage of all websites in English: 80

This means that:
If you do not speak a certain language you are excluded from some kind



of power.
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Which language we speak can be pathway to power
Knowing alanguage is power.

E.g. People who have knowledge (language or an skill) have the power
to make you feel ignorant or confused because they have knowledge
that you do not have.

E.g. An average person vs. an expert
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Saussure’ theory of language
Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913) was a Swiss linguist whose ideas
laid a foundation for many significant developments in linguistics in the
20th century.
Theory: Language as a Representational System
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Principles of Saussure’ theory of language

As soon as you hear or read a word, you know what concepts it refers
to.

Ex. Tree
watch
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Saussure divided language into two parts
1- Langue is ‘our [innate] knowledge of the systematic correspondences

between sound and meaning which make up our language (including the
knowledge of what utterances are possible ... and what utterances are



not).

E.g. * see tomorrow | will
| will see you tomorrow.

2- Parole: is the actual use of language in both speech and writing
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Signifier and signified
Signifier: the sound sequence which makes up a label

Signified: is_the meaning or concept associated with the signified.

Sign: is the correspondence between signifier and the signified. It is the
association that binds the signifier and the signified together.
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The link between the signified and the signifier is arbitrary
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Sign partially derive meaning from their relationship with other
associated signs.
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We know the meaning of overcrowded through its relation with crowded
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Signs do not exist in isolation, but in systems of associative
relationship.
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White Tulip Red Tulip
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We know the meaning of white tulip through its association with red
tulip.
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................. is the study of how a listener recognize words and
utterances.
a. Psychosis
b. Psychotherapy
c. Psychology
d. Psycholinguistics



Psycholinguistics is the study of...........................
a. How to describe the sounds of a language.
b. How to learn languages.
c. How to teach languages
d. how alistener recognizes words and utterances.

............ refers grammatical rules which determine how words can be
combined into phrases and sentences:
a. Morpheme
b. philosophy
c. Syntax.
d. Morphology

1. The........... is used to keep communication lines open and also
keep social relationships well

a. aesthetic function
b. phatic function
c. Referential function
d. Affective function

[COLOR="Red"]

There is more than one ............... of English, eg. Indian English,
American English
variety
verb
Language
Terminology

Aesthetic language is usually used in .............. not in science
Mathematics
Physics
Poetry
Morphology

Choose the example that expresses the affective use of language:
a. It is very hot to day.



b. Wow, she is very beautiful
c. Go to the end of the road.
d. Put those books on the table

Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913) was a ........ linguist
Syrian
Swiss
British
American

Saussure divided language into two parts: langue and .........
a. paradox
b. Pardon
c. Parole
d. grammar

......... is the actual use of language in both speech and writing
linguistics
B. language
Competence
Parole

The link between the signifier and the signified is ...........
Regular
Systematic
Arbitrary
Logical

....... is The ability of its holders to force compliance or obedience of
other people to their will.
Parole
Language
Power
signifier
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The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis

**There is a causative link between culture and language.
- A community’s cultural experience shapes their language.

Coffee :1- English " hot coffee"
2- Japanese " hot \iced"
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Linguistic determinismas sl 4xaiali2-
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1- Linguistic relativity
Languages of different cultures involve distinct systems of
representation which are not necessarily equivalent

Example .. The student bought the book

English
tense distinction is included. Past form of buy (bought)

Turkish
Specifies whether the action was witnessed by somebody or not

Indonesian
tense distinction is optional

Russian
Gender distinction is included
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Speakers of different languages refer to different aspects of the world.
That is their language affect the way they think.

SED A8y b e g AR oY ¢ allad) 13 b il g AN il ga CDUA) ) s 4GS cilall

] sl Lpwdd Linguistic relativity / e 418 T3]

"~y all) Audl) Linguistic relativity / ¢ 4 a5 88 AL

Languages of different cultures involve distinct systems of
representation which are not necessarily equivalent.
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Lilia Ll @yl EQ. Arabic:
English: Nadia visited her friend.
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. Linguistic determinism:
language affects the thought processes of its speakers.
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-the language you speak determines the way that you will interpret the
world around you.

-Our language determines how we see the world (we can’t see things

another way)
language and its structures limit and determine human knowledge or
thought

-individuals experience the world based on the grammatical structures

they habitually use
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What is meant by politics:
Politics is concerned with power: the power to make decisions, to
control resources, to control other people’s behaviour and values.
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There is no keeping out of politics. Politics can involve most aspects of
life.
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Eg.
In a supermarket:

-Buying some brand of coffee rather than another:

When you choose specific brand you make a small contribution to the
continued existence of a particular company.
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Eg.
-Recycled paper goods or non-recycled paper goods
-Organically grown vegetable or genetically modified vegetables.
-Imported food or food produced in your country.
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Politics and ldeology
L) 5™ 4 <Al ™ 5agdal)
How to achieve political beliefs.

Associated with dictatorial regimes

Associated with democratic regimes
Eg. Laws for car parking, places where you can drink alcohol, etc.

Persuade people to act voluntarily in the way you want

-what you want is what your people want.
To achieve this we need ideology

-
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Ideology:
Any set of beliefs which, to people who hold them, appear to be logical

and natural.

Questioning the ideology:
- difficult
- challenging
-appears not to make sense
-apriceto be paid.
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Political Discourse

These are two main tools that can lead the hearer to make assumptions
about the existence of information that is not made explicit in what is
actually said.

Eqg.

-Why did you Kill your wife?

This sentence presupposes that the listener has really killed his wife.
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Presupposition
Presupposition is the background assumption embedded within a
sentence or a phrase.

Eg.
We want to set people free. (British conservative politician).

This example presupposes that people are not currently free.
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How to use presupposition in a sentence?

1- Adjectives, especially comparative adjectives.
Good betterhttp://www.vb.egla3.com/images2/editor/color.gif
We need a better teacher. (presupposes that the current teacher is not
good)

-Fair fairer
The government will introduce a fairer funding for schools.

(presupposes that the current funding is not fair).
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2- Possessives
Eg. We will not talk about Sally’s problems any more.
(Presupposes that we have talked before and that Sally has problems.)
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3- Questions instead of statements

Eg. Is it not now time to study hard?
Presupposes that the listener did not study hard.

Eg. Do not you think that we should make use of our time?
Presupposes that we have wasted our time?
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Implicature leads the listener to infer something that was not explicitly
asserted by the speaker.

-Implicature operates over more than one sentence.
-Implicature depends on shared knowledge between the speaker and the
hearer.

-Implicature depends on the surrounding context of the discourse.

Eg.
A: Will Sally be at the meeting this afternoon?

B. Her car broke down.
Implicature: Sally won't be at the meeting.
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The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis
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Persuasive language- the power of rhetoric

Rhetoric: is the art of using language so as to persuade or to influence
others” Oxford English Dictionary.

Rhetoric : is group of rules that speakers/writers adhere to so that they
express themselves with eloquence (using language to best effect).

Rhetorical Devices used by Politicians:
a. Metaphor: is a way of comparing two different concepts:
e.g. Sally is an angel.
their house is a palace.
b. Simile: asserts that something is similar something else.
e.g. Sally is like an angel.
their house is similar to a palace.
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Simile

The room was like an oven
Her hair is golden silk.
The sun was like a diamond in the sky
He was like a lion in the battle

Her smile was as bright as the sun.
The night was as black as tar
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This room is an Oven



Her hair was golden silk

The sun was a diamond in the sky
He was a lion in battle
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Examples showing the use of metaphor/simile in politics

That vast wealth producing engine of the West began to splutter
Margaret Thatcher. 1983

Thatcher talks about the Western economy which she says is an engine.
The airport is already acknowledged as the economic motor of the

region’ Graham Stringer, 1997
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Personification is a rhetoric device that entails giving human
characteristics to inanimate objects or abstract ideas

a. Once again the heart of America is heavy. (Us President Lyndon
Johnson).
The use of personification in (a) can give the speech a poetic effect.

b. Germany is the bully in the playground. (British TV news 1990s)



The use of personification in (b) has an ideological effect: indicating
Germany’s strong and influential position in the European secured or its
dominance in Europe

c. Germany is the conductor of the orchestra.
d. Germany is the captain of the ship.
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Euphemism is a rhetorical device which uses mild or inoffensive
language to make something seem more positive than it actually
appears

E.g. Sex or Death
Make love sexual intercourse



Die pass away

E.g. Military matters
Clean strikes deadly strikes

Positive effect through the connotation of clean which means healthy

Decommissioning disarming
Put weapons beyond use surrender

Ethnic cleansing forcible removal of civilians
The term is used to hide the fact of forcing civilians to move out of their
homes because they belong to specific ethnic group.
E.g. diplomatic meetings
Free and frank exchange of views flaming row
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The rule of Three: arhetorical device where a statement is divided into
three parts or points.

E.g.
That government of the people, by the people and for the people shall
not perish from this earth . (Abraham Lincoln)

The cry of the French Revolution (liberty, equality, brotherhood).

Tony Blair claimed that three main commitments of the labour party
were education, education , education.
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Parallelism: A rhetorical device which expresses several ideas in a
series of similar structures.

Politicians use parallel structures when they want to draw attention to a
particular part of their message:

E.Q.
“we shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we
shall fight in the fields and in the streets. Winston Churchill1940

This can serve to emphasize that

the ideas are equal in importance
and add a sense of symmetry and rhythm,

make the speech more memorable
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Pronouns is a device which can be used by either to emphasize or to
obscure responsibility and agency.

E.g.
‘We have no choice but to consider retreating combat units as a threat
[. . - ] Nearly six weeks ago, | said that our efforts are on course’
US President George Bush

Why do you think George Bush change from we to 1?
Answer:
He uses we when the focus of his speech is relatively controversial, as it

is unclear whom we refers to. He uses | when he is on safer ground and
where he claims responsibility for positive achievements.
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Language and the media

- the press radio television broadcasting world wide web

We get our knowledge of the world through media
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Media can represent a
The media can select what counts as news.

The media can who gets on the television, radio or newspaper.
Media in the ways through which information is told
or presented
The media has become an integral part of most people's lives
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Linguistic representation is a level of language use which is concerned
with the relation between how a story is told and how this can lead to
different view or versions of the same story or event

Journalist (1)

narrates the event as they appeared




gives informative facts,
states official sources from police and hospitals, etc.
Reports facts objectively

Journalist (2)
openly refers to the ethnic community the involved individuals belong
to.
Gives expected incidents.

Uses unofficial sources. E.g. Friends and personal experience
Reports facts subjectively
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Sources of news
The factuality level of a source is very important.
Examples of unreliable sources:

- A friend of Mr. Carling is reported as saying ....
-He told me later that ......

These are examples of third- or fourth-hand source of information
because the reported information is difficult to retrieve or verify
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Commonsense Discourse

Discourse is used in linguistics with a range of meanings. It can refer to
Any piece of connected language which contains more than one
sentence.

It refers to conversations.

Commonsense Discourse
The prevailing way that a culture talks about or represents something is
called the dominant discourse
EX.
a. |l want to go to the forest and try to understand what the plants are
saying
b. I want to go to the forest to be inspired by nature.
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The Power of Change

Media can lead to different changes in the society:
Eg. The use of grammatical forms which are neutral such as the third
person pronoun being a non-specific-gender pronoun

Eg: Gender-specific nouns: fireman, chairman
Gender-neutral nouns: firefighter, chairperson

Example of sexist language
The athlete should get the appropriate amount of rest before his match.

Correction:
The athlete should get the appropriate amount of rest before his/her




match.
a8l 3 g8
el gﬁ ol ) gy Xt adsy)

- Opeaiad) G el Y ARd aladin)
Opaaiad) (i Badaa € jrana 4GS |, Balaa oSS Al g Ay gadl) JISE) aladic) | JUal) Jas Ao

B i JU:

uaﬁJc}Gk\déJ:s.\.\Mwie.“
)9 S dasdiiag paki ] Lewdy ¢ plila) 1 A9 SA e sleud) ]

Most job titles that were gender-specific in the past have an equivalent
gender-neutral synonym today

Examples

mailman .. mail carrier,
waitress/waiter ..
saleswoman/salesman .. Sales representative,
policewoman/phttp://www.vb.eqla3.com/images2/editor/color.gifolicema
n.
congressman ..congressional representative
chairman ..chair,
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Media Voices.




What accent is used in the media?
Received Pronunciation (advanced RP) BBC English mainstream (RP)
Received Pronunciation (advanced RP):

refers to the accent used by the educated and the wealthy. It gave no
indication of what part of the country the speaker came from

BBC English:
A pronunciation of British English based on the speech of the upper
class of southeastern England

Mainstream (RP):

An accent which sounds less formal than advanced RP and is the one
that most people in Britain generally hear when they listen to
newsreaders on national television.
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Variation in Register.

Register is the way that language can systematically vary according to
the situation in which it is used.
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Three factors that determine variation in register

to the subject http://www.vb.eqgla3.com/images?2/editor/color.qgifrefers
matter of the discourse
Tenor: refers to the role being played by the speaker
Mode: refers to the medium of communication, e.g. speech or writing.

E.G
the weather forecast contains technical vocabulary relating to
temperature, high and low pressure, cyclones, etc.,

Field=weather forecast

Tenor = weather reported
Mode =technical vocabulary (temperature, high and low pressure)
a small sun to represent sunshine
arrows for the direction of the wind, etc.
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Public participation in the media

What are the reasons for allowing the public to participate in the media.
(TV shows)
*

1-This provides the opportunity for democratic debate in the media.

2- This can depoliticize some important issues by presenting them for
public debate.

3-This opens up access to an important public domain for people whose
voices and opinions are not usually heard on television.
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4- This provides a powerful space for the voices of ordinary people to be
privileged over the voices of institutional representatives whose
opinions and views usually predominate in the media.
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Computer mediated communication (CMC)
This includes different forms of interactions ranging from email to
newsgroup

Social identity
**In the early days of CMC it was thought that this new medium would
result in more democratic communication, because a person’s social
identity (their gender, ethnicity, age) can be hidden in the virtual world.
However, this is not the case as stereotypical interpretations of
gendered behaviour still prevail:

So you can disguise your identity on the net, the people you interact
with will still make assumptions about who you are based on what you
say and how you say it
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Netiquette refers to the rules that attempt to control social interaction in
the virtual world (cyberspace).

E.g. There are rules and codes of behavior which have developed in
order to control the way members of a community behave as in chat
rooms.

Many newsgroups have a FAQ (frequently asked questions) file which
sets out what these rules are,
*
Inappropriate behavior can get you sanctioned, and possibly excluded
from, a group.



E.g.
Flaming (aggressive verbal behavior)
spamming (sending unwanted long messages)
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Cyberspace: a socially powerful community?

Diverse groups of people who participate in protests and campaigns via
the internet, can be socially and politically powerful.

Example
In case a database such as (Marketplace Households) (listing details of
people and the items they bought) are released.

-This can result in intense debate about privacy
-The debate is not only in newspapers but across internet newsgroups
and bulletin boards.
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Language and gender

We will discuss:
a. asymmetrical representations of women and men
b. Why language can be considered sexist ?
c. Whether women and men use language in different ways

Sex and Gender
Sex refers to biological category, which is usually fixed before birth.
Gender refers to social category, which is associated with certain
Behaviour.
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Sexist language represents women and men unequally, as if members of
one sex were somehow less completely human, or had fewer rights than
members of the other sex.

Sexist language presents stereotypes of women and men sometimes to
the disadvantage of men, but more often to the disadvantage of women.
E.g.

The most common stereotype about women’s speech is that women talk
alot

Men are strong and do all the work.
husband works, wife stays home
*

-Men still hold more ‘high-status’ occupations in this society than
women do.
E.Q.
Most presidents around the world are men.

-Men still own more property and earn more than women.
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Sexist language can be discussed in two points:

1- English language system is inherently sexist
2- Some ways of using language are sexist



Point (1)
to what extent English is inherently a sexist language:

Answer:
We look for symmetry versus asymmetry in the vocabulary or lexis
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Symmetry and asymmetry

generic Man
female woman
male man
young child
young female girl
young male boy

woman Miss / Mrs / Ms
man Mr

adult male = Mr
adult female = Miss, Mrs or Ms
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Any woman who gives her preferred title on a form is revealing far more
information about herself than a man does.



E.g.
Miss reveals that she is unmarried
Mrs indicates that she is married
Ms. does not reveal marital status, in line with title for men

Ms
Divorced feminist; information about your political opinions

Men do not face this situation as the term Mr does not indicate all the
information we find in women
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................. is the study of how a listener recognize words and
utterances.
a. Psychosis
b. Psychotherapy
c. Psychology
d. Psycholinguistics

Psycholinguistics is the study of...........................
a. How to describe the sounds of a language.
b. How to learn languages.
c. How to teach languages
d. how alistener recognizes words and utterances.

efers grammatical rules which determine how words can be combined
into phrases and sentences:
a. Morpheme
b. philosophy
c. Syntax.
d. Morphology



The ........... is used to keep communication lines open and also keep
social relationships well
a. aesthetic function
b. phatic function
c. Referential function
d. Affective function

There is more than one ............... of English, eg. Indian English,
American English
variety
verb
Language
Terminology

Aesthetic language is usually used in .............. not in science
Mathematics
Physics
Poetry
Morphology

Choose the example that expresses the affective use of language

a. It is very hot to day.
b. Wow, she is very beautiful
c. Go to the end of the road.
d. Put those books on the table.

Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913) was a ........ linguist
Syrian
Swiss
British
American

Saussure divided language into two parts: langue and .........
a. paradox
b. Pardon
c. Parole
d. grammar

......... is the actual use of language in both speech and writing
linguistics
B. language



Competence
Parole

The link between the signifier and the signified is ...........
Regular
Systematic
Arbitrary
Logical

....... is The ability of its holders to force compliance or obedience of
other people to their will.
Parole
Language
Power
signifier
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................. is the study of how a listener recognize words and
utterances.
a. Psychosis
b. Psychotherapy
c. Psychology
d. Psycholinguistics
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Psycholinguistics is the study of...........................
a. How to describe the sounds of a language.
b. How to learn languages.
c. How to teach languages
d. how a listener recognizes words and utterances.
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grammatical rules which determine how words can be combined into
phrases and sentences:
a. Morpheme
b. philosophy
c. Syntax.
d. Morphology
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The ........... is used to keep communication lines open and also keep
social relationships well
a. aesthetic function
b. phatic function
c. Referential function
d. Affective function
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There is more thanone ............... of English, eg. Indian English,
American English
variety
verb
Language
Terminology
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Aesthetic language is usually used in .............. not in science
Mathematics
Physics
Poetry
Morphology
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Choose the example that expresses the affective use of language
a. It is very hot to day.

b. Wow, she is very beautiful
c. Go to the end of the road.



d. Put those books on the table.
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Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913) was a ........ linguist
Syrian
Swiss
British
American
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Saussure divided language into two parts: langue and .........
a. paradox
b. Pardon
c. Parole
d. grammar
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......... is the actual use of language in both speech and writing
linguistics
B. language
Competence
Parole
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The link between the signifier and the signified is ...........
Regular
Systematic
Arbitrary
Logical
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....... is The ability of its holders to force compliance or obedience of
other people to their will.
Parole
Language
Power
signifier
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1. When we study language we discover more about different fields of
knowledge. One of the following is not from these fields:

a. Psycholinguistics
b. Artificial intelligence
c. Applied linguistics
d. Cultural differences
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2 s is the study of how a listener recognize words and
utterances, or how damage to our brains results in certain kind of
language disorders.

a. Artificial intelligence
b. Psycholinguistics:
c. Applied linguistics

d. sociolinguistics
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3. There are ........ characteristics of language:
a.4

b.5
c.6
d.7

4. The first characteristic of language is that it is a system. This means
that Language is a systematic way of combining smaller units into larger
units for the purpose of
a. Lengthening
b. Creativity
c. Being more expressive
d. communication
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5. when we combine a phoneme + phoneme, we are combining

a. lexical
b. syntactical
c. both
d. neither
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6. The sounds of our language. E.g. /k/, /t/, etc.
a. Lexicals
b. Phonemes
C. Syntax
d. All false
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7. The words of our language. E.g. Help, homework, etc.
a. Lexicals
b. Phonemes
C. Syntax
d. All false
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8. Grammatical rules which determine how words can be combined into
phrases and sentences
a. Lexicals
b. Phonemes
c. Syntax
d. All false

L. Jaall g fmall b clall) aand 4udS daas
Al -
&) guaal2-
Al e li3-
PSS -

. This characteristics is:
a. Found only in human language.
b. Found only in animals language.
c. Found in both human and animal language.
d. All possible
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10 When the purpose is to transmit accurate or non-ambiguous
information, the language is being used:
a. Phaically
b. Aesthetically
c. Referentially
d. affectively
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11. When the speaker/writer expresses his/her feelings or attitudes, he is
using language:

a. Phaically
b. Aesthetically
c. Referentially

d. affectively
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12. Aesthetic language is usually used in:
a. Science
b. Poetry
c. Cinema
d. Journalism
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13. Language performing aesthetic function is designed to
................... through actual or imagined sounds and through metaphor.
a. Give instructions
b. Avoid the listener understanding
c. Transmit accurate information
d. please the senses
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13. “Speech is silver silence is gold” is an example of language used:
a. Phaically
b. Aesthetically
c. Referentially
d. affectively
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14 “Wow, she is very beautiful” is an example when language is used:
a. Phaically
b. Aesthetically
c. Referentially
d. affectively
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15 “- How are you today?
-It is very warm today.”
The above example shows how language is used:

a. Phaically
b. Aesthetically
c. Referentially

d. affectively
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The study of the relation between language and society and the different



varieties of language people use.

a- Sociolinguistics
b- Psycholinguistics
c- Artificial intelligence
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The study of how to make computers more sophisticated.
a- Sociolinguistics
b- Applied Linguistics
c- Artificial intelligence
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Choose the example that expresses the Referential use of language

a- It is very hot today.
b- Wow, she is very beautiful
c- Put those books on the table.
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It refers to the everyday usage of language.
a- aesthetic function
b- phatic function
c- Referential function
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It refers to the small talk between people to share feelings or establish a
mood of sociability
a- aesthetic function
b- phatic function
c- Referential function
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Jhon Rae links standared English to economic survival and
success
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no thing more effectively condemns an indivdual to class or ethic ghetto
than an inability to communicate clearly and logically in English
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Identity is something which we are constantly building and negotiating
through our interaction with others

fHow can language indicate identity
here you grew up, where you went to school and how wealthy (or not)
your family were will to be displayed through the variety of the language
that you speak.

The most obvious difference in the way people speak is in their
Accent (pronunciation).
Dialect (grammatical structure)
Social class
Education.

Speakers tend to use their linguistic identity for the different reasons
1- to disguise their membership of a particular social or regional group.
2- to distance themselves from a particular social or regional group.
3- to move closer to another group they want to belong to.

Names can cause problems, particularly if they don’t fit in with the
conventions of a community.

Children’s playground practice of ‘calling someone names’ is a powerful



resource for a dominant group to enforce their dominance and
marginalise others

The way that people use your name in a certain context helps to
establish your identity within that context.

The way that other speakers refer to you can depend on
a. the degree of formality.
b. the degree of intimacy
c. your relative status of all the participants involved in the interaction

The way are used can have important implications on the
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Representation is how the speaker chooses to refer to something or
someone by categorizing them as belonging to a social group.

Labels of identity are imposed by people who may be in a more powerful
position

People who impose labels of identity may use the labels to make a kind
of social judgment

We do not always control the categories people use to define our
identity

Determining one’s social identity is also bound up with how others
perceive us.

Our status within a social group can be constructed through language
use

Ingroup is a social group to which the speaker belongs.

outgroup comprises people who do not belong to that group.

style-shifting people do not always talk in the same way. They can shift
their speech styles and this can involve using different words,
pronunciations or even grammatical forms

Audience design refers to notion that speakers will take into account
whom they are addressing and alter their speech style accordingly

Linguistic convergence is a process in which speakers to that of their
hearerhttp://www.vb.egla3.com/images?2/editor/color.gif

Linguistic maintenance is a process in which speakers may choose not




to converge, but instead to maintain their own variety.

Linquistic divergence is a process in which speakers choose to move
away from the Linguistic norms of their hearer in order to emphasise the
difference between themselves and the person or people they are
talking to.

speakers may choose to shift from one language to another as social
conditions change
One language may be imposed and another suppressed by a dominant
power.

a. It is the dialect of institutions such as government and the law;
b. It is the dialect of literacy and education.
c. It is the dialect taught as ‘English’ to foreign learners.
d. It is the dialect of the higher social classes. It is therefore the prestige
form of English.

- :1 didn’t know nothing
- : | ain’t got none,

Characteristics of Standard English
a. Standard English is related to dialects, not accents.
b. Standard English is difficult to isolate and put linguistic boundaries
around.
c. Standard English is the dialect of the middle and upper classes
d. Forms of Standard English are socially prestigious.

Codification of Standard English is a process where scholars analyse
and record the vocabulary and grammatical patterns of a language

For English, much of this codification took place in
the eighteenth century

grammatical patterns that were written down in dictionaries and

grammar books then became ‘rules
V¥ oo palaal) o dwlud) Jalddl)

It is difficult to give an exact linguistic definition of Standard
English because language varies in its use

why do People use different styles of spoken language?



depending on the situations they find themselves in
what are these situations ?
status
age
intimacy
what you are talking about

The style of language you use depends on the formality of the context
and the amount of planning that is involved.

what are the two claims made for standard English?

Standard English is correct
Standard English is ‘logical’ or systematic and rule-governed

Linguists argue against these claims

The motivation for making children speak standard English in school is
explicitly given as the need to communicate effectively

why was the Better English Campaign launched ?
to improve standards of spoken English around the country.

African American Vernacular English (AAVE
Standard English is seen as the appropriate dialect in the job market.
There is a close relation between the language we speak and our social
standards
In Britain, although many languages are in daily use, only English has

official recognition

For the English especially, multilingualism is viewed with suspicion and
as a threat to national unity

The promotion of English, both in Britain and in the United States, leads
to the marginalization of the other languages which exist there

Minority languages and their speakers may be seen as divisive, even
dangerous, and a threat to political, social or economic stability.

People, usually high class, show negative attitudes toward non-standard
varieties of English in Britain,
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country bumpkin
1) from arural area
2)behaves in a manner that lacks sophistication

lack on intelligence is associated with women with southern accents

Birmingham accent=criminality
Scottish accents=sexual attractiveness
Spanish-accent =criminal stereotypes,
Mexican Americans=violent, drug-pushers, gang-members, pimps
New York accent (Noo Yawkese’)=less trustworthy

Matched guise experiment
method of investigating people’s attitudes to different languages

Power is The ability of its holders to force compliance or obedience of
other people to their will.
pils 1588
Parole: is the actual use of language in both speech and writing

Phonemes: the sounds of our language

Lexical items: the words of our language
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x In the United States, negative
and criminal_stereotypes are associated with Spanish-accented
speakers

x The word Black was often linked in the British media with negative




signs such as hate, fight, riot
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Representation is how the speaker chooses to refer to something or
someone by categorizing them as belonging to a social group.

Labels of identity are imposed by people who may be in a more powerful
position

People who impose labels of identity may use the labels to make a kind
of social judgment

We do not always control the categories people use to define our
identity

Determining one’s social identity is also bound up with how others
perceive us.

Our status within a social group can be constructed through language
use

Ingroup is a social group to which the speaker belongs.
outgroup comprises people who do not belong to that group.

style-shifting people do not always talk in the same way. They can shift
their speech styles and this can involve using different words,
pronunciations or even grammatical forms

Audience design refers to notion that speakers will take into account
whom they are addressing and alter their speech style accordingly

Linguistic convergence is a process in which speakers change their
speech to make it more similar to that of their hearer

Linguistic maintenance is a process in which speakers may choose not
to converge, but instead to maintain their own variety.

Linguistic divergence is a process in which speakers choose to move
away from the Linguistic norms of their hearer in order to emphasise the
difference between themselves and the person or people they are
talking to.

Loss of a lanqguage can also be associated with a loss of cultural
identity.

Languages can be lost for a variety of reasons
speakers may choose to shift from one language to another as social



conditions change
One language may be imposed and another suppressed by a dominant
power.

The dialect known as standard English has special status.
a. It is the dialect of institutions such as government and the law;
b. It is the dialect of literacy and education.
c. It is the dialect taught as ‘English’ to foreign learners.
d. It is the dialect of the higher social classes. It is therefore the prestige
form of English.

Examples of non-standard English

- multiple negation:l didn’t know nothing
- the use of ‘ain’t: | ain’t got none,

Characteristics of Standard English
a. Standard English is related to dialects, not accents.
b. Standard English is difficult to isolate and put linguistic boundaries
around.
c. Standard English is the dialect of the middle and upper classes
d. Forms of Standard English are socially prestigious.

Codification of Standard English is a process where scholars analyse
and record the vocabulary and grammatical patterns of a language

For English, much of this codification took place in
the eighteenth century

grammatical patterns that were written down in dictionaries and

grammar books then became ‘rules

There is a causative link between culture and language
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Identity is something which we are constantly building and negotiating
through our interaction with others

How can language indicate identity?
here you grew up, where you went to school and how wealthy (or not)
your family were will to be displayed through the variety of the language



that you speak.

The most obvious difference in the way people speak is in their
Accent (pronunciation).
Dialect (grammatical structure)
Social class
Education.

Speakers tend to use their linquistic identity for the different reasons
1- to disguise their membership of a particular social or regional group.
2- to distance themselves from a particular social or regional group.
3-to move closer to another group they want to belong to.

Names can cause problems, particularly if they don’t fit in with the
conventions of a community.

Children’s playground practice of ‘calling someone names’ is a powerful
resource for a dominant group to enforce their dominance and
marginalise others

The way that people use your name in a certain context helps to
establish your identity within that context.

The way that other speakers refer to you can depend on
a. the degree of formality.
b. the degree of intimacy
c. your relative status of all the participants involved in the interaction

The way address terms are used can have important implications on the
participants

Names can cause problems, particularly if they ...... with the
conventions of a community
(A) don’tfit in.
(B) conform
(C) agree
(D) are very long.

A
Names can cause problems, particularly if they don’t fit in with the

conventions of a community.
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Choose the sentence that is unacceptable is standard English ?
A.Sally s a mother what likes her children
B.Sally s a mother she likes her children
C.Sally s a mother likes her children
D. All the above
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