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In this Lecture, we will discuss the following:
)Lecture 13
 (
10.3 The linguistic definition of standard English.
10.3.1 Linguistic variation
10.3.2 Logic and correctness
10.4 Standard English and education.
10.4.1 Standard English in the school
10.4.2 Standard English and social equality
Attitudes to language 
(Chapter 11)
11.1 Introduction
11.2 The evidence
11.2.1 Attitudes to Whole languages
11.2.2 Attitudes towards Varieties of a language
11.2.3. attitudes towards Words and interaction
)






 (
10.3 The linguistic definition of standard English.
)
 (
10.3.1 Linguistic variation
It is difficult to give an exact linguistic definition of 
Standard English 
because 
language varies in its use
.
 
E.g
.
People use different styles of spoken language  depending on the situations they find themselves in:
 where you are (at home, in the office, at the park).
whom you are talking to
1-in terms of status (
e.g. 
your boss
)
2- in terms of age (
e.g. 
your little brother, your grandmother)
3- in terms of intimacy (
e.g. 
your best friend).
what you are talking about 
(
e.g. 
the state of the nation’s economy, y
our opinion of a work of art, a 
football game)
)




 (
10.3 The linguistic definition of standard English.
)
 (
10.3.1 Linguistic variation
The style of language you use depends on the 
formality
 
of the context and the 
amount of planning
 that is involved.
E.g
. Our language varies in the following situations:
1-
 A casual conversation between you and a close friend is an 
informal
 
event which won’t be planned in 
advance.
2- 
When you give a speech or lecture, you will 
plan
 what you say, and the 
way
 you say it
 
)


 (
10.3.2 Logic and correctness
)
Two claims were made for standard English:
1-Standard English is correct: this claim indicates that non-standard varieties are incorrect.
2- Standard English is ‘logical’ or systematic and rule-governed: this claim indicates that non-standard varieties are not systematic and not rule-governed
 Linguists argue against these claims
e.g. (1)
The verb be in its distinction between singular and plural could be considered quite ‘illogical’.
Singular 		Plural
I was 			we were
you were 		you were
s/he was 		they were
e.g. (2)
There is no distinction in standard English between the form of be with
Singular you (you were) and plural you (you were).
 (
10.4 Standard English and education
)


10.4.1 Standard English in the school

The motivation for making children speak standard English in school is explicitly given as the need to communicate effectively.
e.g.
In 1995, the British government launched the ‘Better English Campaign’, whose aim was to improve standards of spoken English around the country.

10.4.2 Standard English and social equality

1 - There can be a relation between speaking a non-standard variety and social equality:
2 - John Rae links standard English to economic survival and success: “nothing more effectively condemns an individual to his class or ethnic ghetto than an inability to communicate clearly and logically in English”
3 - African American Vernacular English (AAVE) is seen as sub-standard and the obligation is firmly placed on its speakers to change.
4 - Speakers of a non-standard variety like African American Vernacular English (AAVE) may suffer discrimination at the hands of teachers and employers.
5 - Standard English is therefore seen as the appropriate dialect in the job market.

E.g. 

In Britain, Gillian Shephard suggests that
‘those who have not mastered “our marvellous language” should not expect to be able to get a job’ (Daily Mail, 14 October 1994).
6 - There is a clear obligation on non-standard speakers to change if they wish to keep their rights as citizens to take up employment.

Standards English and standards.

There is a close relation between the language we speak and our social standards:
Norman Tebbitt, MP, 1985  points out that:

 ‘If you allow standards to slip to the stage where good English is no better than bad English, where people turn up filthy at school . . . all these things tend to cause people to have no standards at all, and once you lose standards then there’s no imperative to stay out of crime.”

Similarly, John Rae 1982 points out that

 “Attention to the rules of grammar and care in the choice of words encourages punctiliousness in other matters . . . in such matters as honesty, responsibility, property, gratitude, apology and so on. (John Rae, The Observer, 7 February 1982)

Attitudes to language (Chapter 11)
11.1 Introduction

People assign various attributes to language forms; they may feel that a language or variety of a language is
· ‘elegant’
· ‘expressive’
· ‘vulgar’
· ‘guttural’ 
· ‘musical’
· or that one language form is ‘more polite’ or more ‘aesthetically pleasing or displeasing’ than another one

11.2 The evidence

We can find evidence of positive and negative attitudes towards a wide range of linguistic issues:

11.2.1 Attitudes to Whole languages
A.In Britain, although many languages are in daily use, only English has official recognition.
A.For the English especially, multilingualism is viewed with suspicion and as a threat to national unity.
A.In a speech to a meeting at the Conservative Party Conference in October 1997, Lord Tebbitt, a prominent Conservative, called for national unity saying,
 ‘we need common values, a common culture and a single language’.

C. Attitudes towards English in the United States have an association with national Unity.

D. The promotion of English, both in Britain and in the United States, leads to the marginalization of the other languages which exist there.

E. Minority languages and their speakers may be seen as divisive, even dangerous, and a threat to political, social or economic stability.

11.2.2 Attitudes towards Varieties of a language

We consider attitudes towards varieties of the same language.
E.g.

A. Fasold (1984) describes how the French spoken in Europe is seen to be more prestigious than that spoken in Canada, even by native Canadian French speakers

B. People, usually high class, show negative attitudes toward non-standard varieties of English in Britain, or towards American varieties such as African American Vernacular English (AAVE) in the United States.

C. The creation of verbs from nouns found more in American English than in varieties of British English is popularly criticised, as in this letter to The Times:
“Could we stop assuming that any noun can automatically be turned into a verb?
					 (The Times, 1 January 1994)
11.2.3. Attitudes towards Words and Interaction

A. In 1997, the British Psychological Society prohibited the use of the word subjects in its publications to refer to those taking part in psychological experiments. Such participants were to be referred to as individuals, people, students and so on. 
The letters to October 1997’s edition of The Psychologist describe this decision as ‘tosh’ or ‘trivial’, and one which leaves the eminent writers of these letters ‘baffled’.

B. Attitudes to words may be so negative that the words may be considered not suitable for use at all. We often invent euphemisms to cover such words.
E.g. 
Instead of ‘death’ and ‘dying’ we might talk about ‘passing away’.
C. Some words are considered so unsuitable that they become totally taboo.
D. Expressions such as right, like, you know, see you later are negatively treated: Some of these expressions may be associated with certain groups and may function as identity markers.
E.g.
The expression you know
You know is considered to be a ‘marker of imprecise, uncertain or uneducated “lower class” speech’.
D. When women speak, attitudes towards their talk are often negative; women’s talk is labelled as ‘chatter’ or ‘gossip’ about unimportant or ‘trivial’ topics.






Lecture 14
In this Lecture, we will discuss the following:
ATTITUDES TO LANGUAGE (Chapter 11)
	11.2.4 Attitudes to Pronunciation and accent
11.3 The effects
Final exam discussion.
11.2.4 Attitudes to Pronunciation and accent
-The way  in which something is said is often as influential for the message as what is said.
[image: http://fc06.deviantart.net/fs70/i/2010/042/3/4/Country_Bumpkin_by_pinkminx09.jpg]we commonly have stereotypical ideas about people on the basis 
of their accents. 
·  ‘Country bumpkin’
· Country bumpkin refers to a person, usually from a rural area,
who speaks or behaves in a manner  that indicates a lack
 of sophistacation. 
-Countryside accents can be used to denote lack of 
intelligence with the stereotypical image of the 
‘country bumpkin’
 (
Country Bumpkin
)

11.2.4 Attitudes to Pronunciation and accent
· Lippi-Green 1(997: 215) points out that in the United States, 
[image: ]lack of intelligence is associated with women with
 southern accents.
E.g. 
Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, Mississippi,
 North Carolina, South Carolina, Louisiana, Arkansas, etc
. E.g.
Video Source: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R30D7v5RRSY

-Birmingham accent or a southern states accent is linked with criminality.
E.g. The Daily Mail (1 October 1997) reports that ‘crime suspects with a Birmingham accent are twice as likely to be considered guilty’.
-‘Noo Yawkese’, is similarly stigmatised and its speakers are regarded as less trustworthy than those using the more standard  American accent.
Matched guise experiment
Matched guise experiment is a method of investigating people’s attitudes to different languages. It involves informants listening to several recordings of the same ‘script’ spoken by the same speaker. The informants are then asked to judge each speaker’s personal characteristics based on what they hear. 


11.3 The effects
A- A survey quoted in the Glasgow Herald  (28 October 1997) reports that, in Britain, speakers with Scottish accents are rated the highest on sex appeal (sexual attractiveness).
B- In the United States, negative and criminal stereotypes are associated with Spanish-accented speakers
C- (Lippi-Green 1997: 236) shows that stereotypes are reinforced in the media. E.g. Mexican-Americans are portrayed negatively: 
‘recent stereotypes in film and television . . . have one thing in common: Mexican Americans are almost always portrayed as violent: they are drug-pushers, gang-members, pimps’
D-Effects Lippi-Green records the evidence of a research student who was discussing language styles with a businessman whose job was to hire sales personnel. The businessman was positive that he wouldn’t hire anyone with a Mexican accent. 
E- ‘Noo Yawkese’ (i.e. New York speaker) find their accents a liability (problem):  The Washington  Post (16 December 1997)  states:
F- In Britain, reports in the press indicate that the way people speak affects their job prospects. 
E.g.
The Daily Telegraph (12 March 1994) covers the story of an employee of a Birmingham  company who was fired for having a Birmingham accent.
G- A survey by the Institute of Personnel and Development confirms that
‘employers tend to look down their noses at those who speak in the accents of Liverpool, Glasgow and Birmingham’ (The Guardian, 3 January 1993).
· Effect of language attitudes on Education.
·  Giles and Coupland (1991:45) shows that teachers’ perceptions of pupils’ language can influence pupils’ academic assessment:
“research indicates that the perception of children’s so-called ‘poor’ speech characteristic leads teachers to make negative inferences about their personalities, social background and academic abilities. (Giles and Coupland 1991: 45)
Final exam discussions.
1- There will be 70 questions. 1 mark for each questions
2- multiple choice questions, four choices a. b.c. d.e.
3- Exam Questions will be from the slides.
4- The exam questions cover all lectures.



Sample exam questions:

In the United States, negative and …………. are associated with Spanish-accented speakers 
A. criminal stereotypes
B. critical  stiff  types
C. curly  stripe
D. crispy meal file

-Mexican stereotypes in film and television have one thing in common: Mexican Americans are almost always portrayed as ……..: they are drug-pushers, gang-members, pimps’ 
A. calm
B. violent
C. nice
D. Quiet

Matched guise experiment is a method of investigating people’s ……. to different languages. 
A. attires
B. latitudes
C. attitudes
D. Tattoos

Speakers tend to use their linguistic identity for the different reasons:
A.  to disguise their membership of a particular social or regional group.
B. to distance themselves from a particular social or regional group.
C. to move closer to another group they want to belong to. 
D. All the above
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