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First Lecture
Warm-up: definitions
o Before we talk about the nature and characteristics of children’s literature,
let us try to define the two terms.
e This will help us to understand a lot about the nature of the genre and to be
specific about this interesting and comparatively new field of study.
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Essential terms
Biologically, a child (plural: children) is generally a human between the stages of birth and
puberty. Some vernacular definitions of a child include the fetus, as being an unborn child.
The legal definition of "child" generally refers to a minor, otherwise known as a person
younger than the age of majority.
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"Child" may also describe a relationship with a parent (such as sons and daughters of any
age) or, metaphorically, authority figure, or signify group membership in a clan, tribe, or
religion; it can also signify being strongly affected by a specific time, place, or circumstance,
as in "a child of nature" or "a child of the Sixties”.
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Questions
e achild means any human being between birth and puberty: this means that the child
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e A mature person  gal paedd
Essential terms
Literature (from Latin litterae) is the art of written work. The word literature literally means
"things made from letters” and letters" means literature while a “man of letters” means a
writer or author of works of art.
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e Questions
- In the field of literature, the word letters means:
e Sounds
e Linguistics
e Works of art
- A man of letters is
e the teacher of phonetics
e The one who sells letters
e An author or a writer of creative works

Questions
- The word literature is originally:
e Arabic
e English
e ltalian
e Latin
Literature

1. The collective body of literary productions, embracing the entire results of knowledge
and fancy preserved in writing; also, the whole body of literary productions or writings
upon a given subject, or in reference to a particular science or branch of knowledge, or
of a given country or period; as, the literature of Biblical criticism; the literature of
chemistry.
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2. The class of writings distinguished for beauty of style or expression, as poetry, essays,
or history, in distinction from scientific treatises and works which contain positive
knowledge; belles-lettres.
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3. The occupation, profession, or business of doing literary work.
) Jandl Ll 4 jlall Jee W) 5l cigall 5 ( JDaay) Y

Questions
- The word literature has one meaning only
e True
e Untrue
e We have no idea

Essential terms

Literature may consist of texts based on factual information (journalistic or non-fiction), as

well as on original imagination. Literature can be classified according to historical periods,

genres, and political influences.
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Children’s Literature: Definitions

Is there a single definition for children’s literature?

The body of written works and accompanying illustrations produced in order to entertain
and instruct young people.
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The genre encompasses a wide range of works, including acknowledged classics of

world literature, picture books and easy-to-read stories written exclusively for children, and

fairy tales, lullabies, fables, folk songs, and other primarily orally transmitted materials.
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Questions
The body of written works and accompanying illustrations produced in order to entertain
and instruct young people is called:
1. Drama
2. The novel
3. Children’s literature
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Children’s Literature: Definitions
Children's literature: both fiction and non-fiction books, written especially for children 0-12

years old.
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Young adult literature: both fiction and non-fiction books, written for people 13-18 years old.
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Children’s Literature: Definitions

“Children’s literature is good quality trade books for children from birth to adolescence,
covering topics of relevance and interests to children of those ages, through prose and
poetry, fiction and nonfiction.”
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Children’s Literature: Definitions Children’s literature covers the period of time from

Birth to death

Birth till the age of ten
5to 18

Birth to the age of 18
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e Despite the recent trend of categorizing children's literature by age, an increasing
number of adults have begun reading children's books, blurring the boundaries between
children's and adult texts.
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e Although children's literature is intended primarily for children, it is more accurate to

view such texts as having dual audiences of children and adults.
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Questions
Children’s literature is:
1. read only by children
2. Read by children and adults
3. Read only at schools
4. Read only before going to sleep
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Question
Is children’s literature to be read and appreciated by children only?
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Of course not. All classes of people can read, study, and appreciate this genre of literature.
Final word: Definition of Children’s Literature:
v’ There is no single, widely accepted definition of children's literature. It can be broadly

defined as anything that children read, but a more useful definition may

be fiction, poetry, and drama intended for and used by children and young people,a

list to which many crtics add non-fiction.
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Nancy Anderson of the College of Education at the University of South Florida defines
children's literature as all books written for children, "excluding works such as comic books,
joke books, cartoon books, and nonfiction works that are not intended to be read from front
to back, such as dictionaries, encyclopedias, and other reference material".
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