Dr Abdulgawad Elnady Children’s Literature
Second Lecture

History
Children’s literature first clearly emerged as a distinct and independent form of
literature in the second half of the 18th century, before which it had been at best
only in an embryonic stage.
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From when to when?

Children's literature has its roots in the stories and songs that adults told their
children before publishing existed, as part of the wider oral tradition. Because of
this it can be difficult to track the development of early stories. Even since
widespread printing, many classic tales were originally created for adults and have
been adapted for a younger audience.
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Although originally children's literature was often a re-writing of other forms, since
the 1400s there has been much literature aimed specifically at children, often with
a moral or religious message. To some extent the nature of children's fiction, and
the divide between older children's and adult fiction became blurred as time went
by and tales appealing to both adult and child had substantial commercial success.
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In the beginning the same tales that adults tell and enjoy are adapted for children.
Then stories are created specifically for children, to educate, instruct and entertain
them. In the final stage literature for children is established as separate from that
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of adults, having its own genres, divisions, expectations and canon. The
development of children's literature is influenced by the social, educational,
political and economic resources of the country or ethnic group.
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According to Aspects and Issues in the History of Children’s Literature from

the International Research Society for Children's Literature, the development of

literature for children anywhere in the world follows the same basic path. All

children's literature, whatever its current stage of development, begins with

spoken stories, songs and poems.
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History of Children’s literature

Up until the 19" century books written for children were entirely religious,

instructional, or for the improvement of their morals and manners.

What do you know about how children were viewed prior to the inception of child

development as a discipline? The views about children then influenced nature of

lit.

agilale e@u;\ STV S P WO PSSP DA DN S WE PR P55, . (- G R KL U (RN

weu d\ALY\ ).\\_a dj; g\)\ Quam;.ss dgjgj\ Jj.Lu e d.ﬁ d\AjaY\ &)L\ 4_:9.:5 = L_q‘)z_a \.A\.A
Beliaa

History (continued)

In 1865 Alice in Wanderland ” was written, the first book that was written for mere

enjoyment. & that marked the beginning of children’s literature
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Differences between children’s books now and then More experimentations
with genres- from teaching values to fantasy, fiction, etc
Blurring age boundaries- picture books for everyone.



http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=International_Research_Society_for_Children's_Literature&action=edit&redlink=1

Dr Abdulgawad Elnady Children’s Literature
A edball s (Juall ) aill Ga i e o) sl ae g paill ST g Jila¥) (S claERY)
el S ) pa (G 293 7 g a2

Changing topics, eg., technology, terrorism Technology & commercialization,
books on audio and videotapes.: eg. Harry Potter.
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Increasing diversity melting pot versus salad bowl. International literature.
Building on the past, looking into the future.
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Children’s literature is a relatively new kind of literature.
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Before 1850, books taught
lessons on manners and morals.
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Children’s Books

* Books also contained lessons on the
ideas of history and science that
existed at the time.
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Children found the books dull, so they read
stories intended for adults.
Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe
Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift
Rip Van Winkle by Washington Irving
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Early Beginnings

In 600 A.D.,the Old English period,

monks and other learned men

wrote “lesson books” for children.

40 5l Aall) 3 )i caDlal) day T <

LS Ja )l ple ot e s ) el
el " pall s

Questions
Children’s literature dates back to
1. The year 600 A.D.
2. 1600
3. 1700
4. 1800

Why did children prefer reading Gulliver’s Travels and Robinson Crusoe to reading
books by scholars and preachers?

1. The latter books were dull

2. The former books were available

3. Both novels were a must at schools
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The 1700s
John Newbery was a writer, publisher, and bookseller of St.Paul’s Church, London.
He published a series of books for children. Recognized they had special interests
and tried to meet them.
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He printed chapbooks, cheap little paper editions, which were sold on the streets
by chapmen (peddlers); they contained ballads and folk tales. The ordinary person
could afford to buy these books.
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He also published translations from the French:
Tales of Mother Goose by Charles Perrault. It was considered beneath the dignity
of authors to write books for children, so they were published without any name
attached.
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Questions
in the 1800s, why were books for children published without any name
attached?
1. Writers were ashamed of them
2. That was the habit with all books
3. No one knows
The 1800s

In the beginning of the 1800s, children’s literature
became more creative.
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Real literary authors could write for children and
not damage their reputations.
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The Early 1800s

Charles and Mary Lamb, brother and sister, wrote to give children pleasure.
They worked together (in 1807) to write a children’s version of Shakespeare’s
plays.
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Questions
What did Charles and Mary Lamb write for children in the 19" century?
1. anovel
2. A poem
3. achildren’s version of Shakespeare’s plays
Charles and Mary Lamb were?
Husband and wife
Brother and sister

And Then. ..
A period of change began in the next 50 years.

Authors had a profound influence on children’s literature.
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And Then . ..

Jacob Ludwig and Wilhelm Carl Grimm
traveled around Germany, talking to people
and collecting folk stories.

Their collection was translated into English in
1824.
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And Then ...

; Hans Christian Anderson, in 1841, wrote “modern” fairy
tales, so called because Anderson actually created them and copied old ways of
telling stories.
Some of his stories are “The Little Mermaid,” “The Ugly Duckling,” and “The
Emperor’s New Clothes.”
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In the 20" century

"From the 1960s through the 90s “socially relevant” children's books have

appeared, treating subjects like death, drugs, sex, urban crisis, discrimination,

the environment, and women's liberation. S. E. Hinton's The Outsiders (1980)

and Robert Cormier's | Am the Cheese (1977) are two novels that offer vivid

portrayals of the sometimes unpleasant aspects of maturing.
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These books also reveal the trend toward a growing literature for teenagers.
Other novelists that write convincingly of growing up in contemporary society
include Ellen Raskin, Judy Blume, and Cynthia Voigt. Some critics consider these
books as didactic as the children's books of the 17th and early 19th cent.
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