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Third Lecture

Characteristics of Children’s literature Jalay) el Gatlad

Just a quick reminder: Children’s literature is Both fictional and non-fictional books,
written especially for children 0-18 years old. It is a genre that began very early in
history and that was initiated officially, so to speak, in the year 1865 with the
publication of Alice in the Wonderland by Lewis Carroll as the first novel to have been
written for the pure pleasure and enjoyment of children.
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Question

What is the first novel to have been written for the pure pleasure and enjoyment of
children?

1. Alice in the Wonderland

2. Robinson Crusoe

3. Gulliver’s Travels

4. Animal Farm

Characteristics of Children’s literature

Alice in the Wonderland by Lewis Carroll tells of a girl named Alice who falls down a
rabbit hole into a fantasy world (Wonderland) populated by peculiar, mythological
creatures. The tale plays with logic, giving the story lasting popularity with adults as
well as children.
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®  Adults and children alike can read and enjoy children’s literature.

Question

® Children’s literature can be read and enjoyed by:

1. children only
2. Adults only
3. Both adults and children

Characteristics of Children’s literature

¢ Let us try something new today. | will not directly tell you of those characteristics you

find in the title. | will show you a picture and a movie and then we can come up,
ourselves, with some very nice features. Ready?
s Al jelal Casuy ol siall 8 Laoad ) paibiadd) elli (a3 yilie &l J 68 o{ el s Bl Jglas Lige
faxiiea Jas dlies 3 jar (Linsil ‘Gj)ﬂ\\_ﬁ\s.q‘ﬂh .\a,\jel,géj

Move to the next slide please.

®  First, the Picture
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Then the Movie
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Characteristics of Children’s literature

® Initial ideas from the picture and the movie: ralill 53 ) saaall (e A V) H\SEY)
®  Children’s literature has to....be easy & simple. Jaren s Jew 0550 o) caay Jakal) ol
®  Children’s literature has to....contain a message. Al e sy of L JkY)

®  Children’s literature has to....have a moral lesson.  LaMal L o ¢ s<s o cany Jala¥) ol

®  cChildren’s literature has to...be attractive, surprising, (Liasa s (Llaa o< o) Jaky) cal
and exciting M yiias
®  Children’s literature has to provide adventures ) pabaall 8 o Jdad sy
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® Children’s literature has to provide suspense Gl A JEbY)
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CHILDREN S LITERATURE
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Listed by PPPSt.
BOOK TITLE
Funny. @sst@ pies. Interesting.
Telling stories
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The art of telling a story is very important in writing for children. It helps the writer to

capture the interest and imagination of the child. Without possessing this art
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everything might turn dull and children will easily lose concentration. As the writer tells
the story he or she has to be exciting, funny, interesting, and challenging. How so?
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The art of Telling stories
1. Using an unfamiliar way of starting or ending a sentence.
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2. Using negation Al aladsil
3. Using questions ALY alasial
4. Allowing for some time of silence so the Kids would think or even have a break
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5. Changing different tones, not just maintaining one monotonous voice from
start to finish
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6. Maintaining a cozy smile all the way through
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To understand all this | want you to imagine yourself as a father or mother telling your
child a bedtime story.
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RETOLD BY WATTY PIPER ILLUSTRATED BY GEFORGE AND DOARIS MAUMAN

The Little Engine
That Could

Uses agy’and m°daI

Fantasy

®  Children’s literature depends greatly on fantasy, but we have to remember that some

logic is also needed, otherwise we are not doing justice to the children. We will talk
about this later.
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Question
* Literature for children
1. must use fantasy only.

2. Must mix fantasy and realism

3. Must never use logic or realism
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Fables

®  Fables are fine with children, but it has been noticed that allegory as in Animal Farm

works miracles with the children, much more than fables. Why? Because it mixes
fantasy with logic.
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Question
®  Which is more preferable for children, fables or allegories?
1. Fables
2. Allegories

3. None of the above
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