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Fifth Lecture
Characteristics of Children’s Literature

9. Is didactic. Preaching
Traditionally, children’s literature has been seen as attempting to educate
children.
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A universal theme is teaching children that despite its boredom, home is a

better place to be than the dangerous world outside.
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Truthfulness. Cooperation. Filial obedience. Brotherhood. Innocence. Good X
evil.
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Question

Children’s literature is didactic:

. It teaches children readers a moral lesson
. It only provides fun no more
. It teaches children politics

Characteristics of Children’s Literature

10. Tends to be repetitious. DSOS 0 Gl d
Repeating tasks is a basic method of education. .~d=ill Laulul 4kl s aleall ) S5
Repetition is a common trait of oral literature. (il ) (e 3K jidie A sa ) Sl
Repetitions with variations of words, phrases, situations, and narrative

patterns are common in children’s literature.
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Some examples from the novel.
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Questions

e Repetitions in children's literature means:
1. Repeating some words only
2. Repeating words, phrases, and situations
3. Repeating adjectives only
4. Repeating adverbs only

Characteristics of Children’s Literature

¢ 11. Tends to balance the idyllic and the didactic.
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Some books are almost completely didactic (teaching them how to become

like mature adults and deal with the adult world) or idyllic (reflecting a desire

to retain the innocence of childhood), but most books combine the two

approaches, and deal with opposing ideas, such as home vs. away,

communal concern vs. self-concern, good vs. evil.
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®  Teaching X delighting 2l X
Questions
e Children’s Literature Tends to balance the idyllic and the didactic:
1. it mixes teaching and delighting
2. It prefers teaching to delighting
3. It prefers delighting to teaching

e Idyllic
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About the Author

Like Roberta, Peter and Phyllis in The Railway Children, Edith Nesbit (1858-
1924) was born into a middle-class family whose fortunes eventually
declined. Unlike the children in the novel, however, Nesbit didn’t see her

problems suddenly swept away. Her financial troubles continued throughout
her lifetime — even until her death.
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¢ The Relationship Between the Novel and the Writer’s Own Life
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® Nesbit’s childhood was a difficult one. Her father died when she was only four

years old, and her mother moved the family around Europe looking for a warm,
dry climate suitable for Nesbit’s sister, Mary, who suffered from consumption, a




Dr Abdulgawad Elnady Children’s Literature

disease that was incurable at the time. It wasn’t until 1871 — after Mary’s death
— that the family settled in south-east England in Kent.
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®  The Relationship Between the Novel and the Writer’s Own Life

One of Kent’s main attractions was the railway line that ran past a field at the
back of the family’s house. Living in this house, Nesbit

began writing poetry — some of which was eventually published — and started

dreaming of becoming a great poet.
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®  The Relationship Between the Novel and the Writer’s Own Life

® Later, Neshit moved to London, where she met and married Hubert Bland in

1880. Her husband’s business collapsed, and it wasn’t long before Nesbit had
to provide the main source of income for their growing family.
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The Relationship Between the Novel and the Writer’s Own Life

She achieved this mainly by writing poetry, stories, novels — anything that
matched the literary taste of the time. Slowly, the family’s fortunes improved.
Bland became a successful journalist, and Nesbit focused her energies on
writing children’s stories, which brought her fame and success.
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® The Relationship Between the Novel and the Writer’s Own Life
®  When her husband died in 1914, Nesbit was heartbroken, and her financial
situation once again became unstable.
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Her difficulties were eased a little in 1915, when she
was awarded a small pension from the government for her services to
literature. She also sold produce from the garden of her house to bring in a

little extra money.
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®  The Relationship Between the Novel and the Writer’s Own Life

®  In 1917, Nesbit married a cheerful marine engineer named Thomas Terry

Tucker. After struggling on her own for three years, Nesbit found her
marriage to Tucker to be an enormous relief. Her final novel, The Lark, which
was published in 1922, represented a return to form for Nesbit.
Unfortunately, however, she didn’t have a chance to keep the form going, as
she died two years later from the ill effects of lung cancer.
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® The Relationship Between the Novel and the Writer’s Own Life

The similarities: The differences

The Relationship Between the Novel and the Writer’s Own Life
Mother in the novel is almost an exact copy of:
1. The writer
2. The writer’s sister
3. One famous woman in the 19" century
4. Any woman in any age
The Relationship Between the Novel and the Writer’s Own Life

The dedication

® TO MY DEAR SON PAUL BLAND BEHIND WHOSE KNOWLEDGE OF RAILWAYS

MY IGNORANCE CONFIDENTLY SHELTERS

e Af’fﬂ%fgﬂ/@




