Dr Abdulgawad Elnady Children’s Literature
Sixth Lecture
The Railway Children: Story
The story concerns a family who move to "Three Chimneys", a house near the
railway, after the father, who works at the Foreign office, is imprisoned as a

result of being falsely accused of selling state secrets to the Russians.
duad doaaal) A4S k|

535 o Jan ) aay cmaall S (pe Al J e RN Gala" ) il 5l sl Al

oms A A gall )\w\@ubwu@ﬁ!@u@“‘-ﬁ)@‘

Father is falsely accused of selling state secrets to the Russians. This crime is
called:

1. High treason  ~alsll LAY

2. Forgery BBl

3. Greed CALS\

How many chapters does The Railway Children consist of?
1. 14
2. 15
3. 16
4. 17

Why has Father been imprisoned?
1. He has been accused of selling state secrets to the Russians
2. He killed his boss

3. He stole money from the government

The Railway Children: Story
The three children, Roberta (Bobbie), Peter and Phyllis (Phil), find amusement in
watching the trains on the nearby railway line and waving to the passengers.
They become friendly with Albert Perks, the station porter, and with the Old
Gentleman who regularly takes the 9:15 down train. He is eventually able to help
prove their father's innocence, and the family is reunited.
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CHAPTER 1: THE BEGINNING OF THINGS
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One night at their home in London, father, mother, Roberta(also known as
Bobbie), Peter and Phyllis are talking about Peter’s broken model engine when
there is a knock on the front door. Two gentlemen come to see father and talk for
a long time. Father speaks briefly with mother and mysteriously leaves home.
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The next morning, mother leaves for London and returns in the evening, looking

tired. She requests the children to be good while she is away and not to ask any

question about father. Several horrid weeks pass by and one morning, mother

tells the children that they are moving to a little white house near railway line in

the country. They take the train and arrive at their new home in the dark.
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THE BEGINNING OF THINGS
THEY were not railway children to begin with. | don't suppose they had ever

thought about railways except as means of getting to Maskelyne and Cooke's,
the Pantomime, Zo6logical Gardens, and Madame Tussaud's.
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They were just ordinary suburban children, and they lived with their Father and
Mother in an ordinary red-brick-fronted villa, with coloured glass in the front
door, a tiled passage that was called a hall, a bath-room with hot and cold
water, electric bells, French windows, and a good deal of white paint, and
"every modern convenience," as the house-agents say.
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THE BEGINNING OF THINGS
THEY were not railway children to begin with. The narrative voice starts the
book with an unfamiliar sentence, totally unexpected. This is one way of arousing
the interest of children. The novel is called the Railway Children and yet it begins
with a negation of this fact.
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® The novel is called the Railway Children and yet it begins with a negation of

this fact:
1. To arouse the interest of children
2. Because the writer is fond of negation
3. To show that children hate trains
4. To attract attention to trains

THE BEGINNING OF THINGS
I don't suppose they had ever thought about railways. In this introductory

sentence again we have a glimpse of the narrative voice. At the start of the novel it
is @ minor voice that does not interfere much in the events or the story. But we will

discover that later on it will be very close to children.
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THE BEGINNING OF THINGS
There were three of them. Roberta was the eldest. Of course, Mothers never
have favourites, but if their Mother had had a favourite, it might have been
Roberta. Next came Peter, who wished to be an Engineer when he grew up; and
the youngest was Phyllis, who meant extremely well.
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like the first sentence, the way the writer introduces herself is also unfamiliar
and interesting, just giving us one fact about each child. That is also done in an
interesting way.
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Mother did not spend all her time in paying dull calls to dull ladies, and
sitting dully at home waiting for dull ladies to pay calls to her. She was almost
always there, ready to play with the children, and read to them, and help them to
do their home-lessons. Besides this she used to write stories for them while they
were at school, and read them aloud after tea, and she always made up funny
pieces of poetry for their birthdays and for other great occasions, such as the
christening of the new kittens, or the refurnishing of the doll's house, or the time
when they were getting over the mumps.
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® Mother did not spend all her time in paying dull calls to dull ladies, and sitting

dully at home waiting for dull ladies to pay calls to her. She was almost always
there...
1. The writer supports feminism in an indirect way
2. She is also very realistic.

® Does the writer support feminism in the novel?

1. Yes she does, in an indirect way
2. She is very realistic.

3. She does that in a direct way

4. No she does not

® the narrative voice is an important aspect of the novel:

1. It creates an atmosphere of story telling
2. ltisjust there for fun
3. It has nothing to do with the story

® Mother was almost always there:

1. She never slept
2. She was always with her kids
3. She spent most of her time with her kids

THE BEGINNING OF THINGS
They also had a father who was just perfect--never cross, never unjust, and always
ready for a game--at least, if any time he was not ready, he always had an
excellent reason for it, and explained the reason to the children so interestingly
and funnily that they felt sure he couldn't help himself.
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Father is only perfect- from the point of view of children. Realism again.
(AT B e dadl N JWLY) Sl dga e JLaSU) dasd (Y

5




Dr Abdulgawad Elnady Children’s Literature

Questions

®  For the children, Father was just perfect :

1. He used to get high marks at school
2. He wanted his chldren to be perfect
3. He knew what his kids needed so they considered him perfect

THE BEGINNING OF THINGS
You will think that they ought to have been very happy. And so they were, but
they did not know how happy till the pretty life in the Red Villa was over and
done with, and they had to live a very different life indeed.
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The dreadful change came quite suddenly.
Peter had a birthday--his tenth.
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Questions

® Peter had a birthday--his tenth. This sentence:

1. Explains the real change that has taken place in the life of the children

2. Is a very fine technique used by the writer to explain the change gradually
to children

3. Has no meaning

Mother began to be afraid that he might be sickening for measles, when suddenly
he sat up in bed and said:--
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"I hate gruel--1 hate barley water--1 hate bread and milk. | want to get up and
have something real to eat."
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"What would you like?" Mother asked.
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"A pigeon-pie," said Peter, eagerly, "a large pigeon-pie. A very large one."
So Mother asked the Cook to make a large pigeon-pie. The pie was made.
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And when the pie was made, it was cooked. And when it was cooked, Peter ate
some of it. After that his cold was better. Mother made a piece of poetry to
amuse him while the pie was being made. It began by saying what an
unfortunate but worthy boy Peter was, and then it went on
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We learn from this brief summary that:

® the period of happiness the children spent at home came to an end with

the arrest of the father. It was also very short-lived.
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® The children did not notice the change in their life due to the responsible
behaviour of the mother.

® Mother was different from all other mothers at that time.

®  Father and Mother have been perfect, according to children’s definition of
perfection: Father is always there for children, playing with them and fixing
their engines, and mother also spends almost all her time with them.

(

They are not ALWAYS there. No they are described as being almost always
there. Very realistic. The novel can be said to enjoy a lot of verisimilitude.
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