Dr Abdulgawad Elnady Children’s Literature
Eighth Lecture

Approaches

So far, we have been trying to understand the novel as an example of children’s
literature.

However, we need to think all the time of the following very important
approaches which we will come across many times:

v The characteristics of children’s literature
U Feminism
U Railways and how effective they were on the life of people in the 19" century

Today, let us start with the first and second topics.
L Feminism
() It means the interest in women and women’s issues, in the good, interests,

hope, ambitions, dilemma, disappointment of women.
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U It also deals mainly with how women have been subjected and suppressed by
men.
ol J8 (e sl el aad s gliad) a3 s ae Lulal Jalaty Lagf 4l
[ To understand all this please try to understand the coming quotation.

It is in vain to say human beings ought to be satisfied with tranquillity: they must
have action; and they will make it if they cannot find it. Millions are condemned to
a stiller doom than mine, and millions are in silent revolt against their lot. Nobody
knows how many rebellions besides political rebellions ferment in the masses of
life which people earth. Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre
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Women are supposed to be very calm generally: but women feel just as men feel;
they need exercise for their faculties, and a field for their efforts, as much as their
brothers do; they suffer from too rigid a restraint, too absolute a stagnation,
precisely as men would suffer; and it is narrow-minded in their more privileged
fellow-creatures to say that they ought to confine themselves to making puddings
and knitting stockings, to playing on the piano and embroidering bags.

Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre
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One word: equality. Equality between men and women was the keyword.
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What was the common idea about women in the Victorian Age?
C5Sall juanll 851 yall Jsa Al 5S4l Lo
They were forced to confine themselves to making puddings and knitting stockings,

to playing on the piano and embroidering bags.
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It is thoughtless to condemn them, or laugh at them, if they seek to do more or
learn more than custom has pronounced necessary for their sex.
Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre
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v’ In the 19" century, both men and women were suppressed . They lived in
stagnation. They needed freedom.
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v" Men thought that women do not have any faculties or energies.
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v' Men regarded the place of women to be home and only home.
Ls Jiall Oyl s el GlSa Ja i) ying
v' Women are not different from men in wanting change and in desiring the
expression of their powers.

v’ Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre
aeitals e el A48 g sl a4 J 8 da )l e alias Y sl all

v" In The Railway Children, we are told in an indirect way of this eternal struggle
between men and women.
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v' We are also told of how women do their best to achieve themselves and to
arrive at self-assertion which is the essence of Feminism.
Agsedll a ga a5 Al ) ) Joa sl g Lk il g (5 jbeal J 3 all (S oS Ll U iy
v' Mother is different from all 19" century mothers.

V4 oAl gl aaen e AV calias
v She may not have to work away from home now, but she gives almost all her
time to her family, feeling very responsible for them.
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Mother did not spend all her time in paying dull calls to dull ladies, and sitting
dully at home waiting for dull ladies to pay calls to her. She was almost always
there, ready to play with the children, and read to them, and help them to do their
home-lessons. Besides this she used to write stories for them while they were at
school, and read them aloud after tea, and she always made up funny pieces of
poetry for their birthdays and for other great occasions, such as the christening of
the new Kkittens, or the refurnishing of the doll's house, or the time when they
were getting over the mumps.

v Mother has brought up her children in a very decent way. She has given them

the major values they live upon when they grow up alone without Father.
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Examples: when Peter asks Ruth the servant about Father and later on he feels

very sorry because kids are not supposed to do so.
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Sl Jaas

Also when he and Roberta quarrel in the absence of Mother. They soon realize

that this is not nice and become friends again.
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They tell some family secrets to the station master. They steal coal from the
station, and they apologize and understand that all this is wrong.
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v Another aspect of Feminism is the continuous struggle between Peter as a boy

and his sisters. We have had an example in Chapter one when Peter asks

Father if girls can mend engines too.
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v The wise Father (also the wise author) says that girls are as fit as boys. He talks
to Roberta and Phil about that too.
Ay e a5 U ) aay ga 5 LIS Gilalla g il of Joi (ASall Cilge Liayl) aall QY
L
v’ Peter says (a germ of endearment) in chapter one too in order to show up as
the man of the house. It is funny because we know that the real phrase is ( a
term of endearment)
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v Another way of showing Mother as the perfect example of the WOMAN
idealized by the author is in the contrast we have between her and Ruth

and aunt Emma.
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Aunt Emma 4ex) Mother »Y!
Redheaded seal la =i Disorganized 4 yhas Pretty and clean 4les
-~ ~..!. .‘5
Rough 48 Does not play with the kids | Almost always there
J&Y\@M‘}! L\J_)SJL@\J::JPJA
Rash, reckless « <3 | Stays away from kids (a5 | Wise 4aSs
5 ) 9¢a Jlay Oe T
Uses indecent words Insults children Jik¥) 2ii5 | Very sweet with kids
A8y e Gl iy BBAY TRLEN daal
Not educated 4«l=is e | A governor 4adlas -4 y A writer, a poet, so
cultured 4ssias jeld §44(S
fas
Driven away from the Travels to Germany, A real example to
house JJiall (e e rescued only by Mother follow even when she is
b oY) Ll cbplall W il | o busy
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Ruth and Mother

"Please'm," she said, "the Master wants you to just step into the study. He
looks like the dead, mum; | think he's had bad news. You'd best prepare yourself
for the worst, 'm--p'raps it's a death in the family or a bank busted or--"

"That'll do, Ruth," said Mother, gently; "you can go."
Ruth brushed the girls' hair and helped them to undress. (Mother almost always

did this herself.) When she had turned down the gas and left them she found Peter,
still dressed, waiting on the stairs.
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"I say, Ruth, what's up?" he asked.
¢ Yl gy J gl Jla
"Don't ask me no questions and | won't tell you no lies," the red-headed Ruth
replied. "You'll know soon enough."
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One day when Peter had made a booby trap over the bath-room door, and it
had acted beautifully as Ruth passed through, that red-haired parlour-maid caught

him and boxed his ears.
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"You'll come to a bad end," she said furiously, "you nasty little lamb, you! If
you don't mend your ways, you'll go where your precious Father's gone, so | tell
you straight!"
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Roberta repeated this to her Mother, and next day Ruth was sent away.
s gy Sl o N gall By elga 138 By S

Aunt Emma and Mother

Mother was nearly always out. Meals were dull and dirty. The between-maid
was sent away, and Aunt Emma came on a visit. Aunt Emma was much older than
Mother. She was going to Germany to be a governess. She was very busy getting
her clothes ready, and they were very ugly, dingy clothes, and she had them always
littering about, and the sewing-machine seemed to whir--on and on all day and
most of the night. Aunt Emma believed in keeping children in their proper places.

And they more than returned the compliment.
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Their idea of Aunt Emma's proper place was anywhere where they were not. So
they saw very little of her. They preferred the company of the servants, who
were more amusing. Cook, if in a good temper, could sing comic songs, and the
housemaid, if she happened not to be offended with you, could imitate a hen
that has laid an egg, a bottle of champagne being opened, and could mew like
two cats fighting. The servants never told the children what the bad news was
that the gentlemen had brought to Father. But they kept hinting that they could
tell a great deal if they chose--and this was not comfortable.
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