Dr Abdulgawad Elnady Children’s Literature
Seventh Lecture
Chapter One
There is a very close connection between the poem at the start and the course of

the whole novel.
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Chapter One
He had an engine that he loved B mj o
With all his heart and soul, ; ‘ hf” e alty
And if he had a wish on earth wa Y] 4 sle el gl cils )
It was to keep it whole. ShiSa ale Jaliall 8
One day--my friends, prepare your minds; ¢aS] gic | g yuan ¢ SlBaal--dal 50
I'm coming to the worst-- BRI P AL

Quite suddenly a screw went mad,
And then the boiler burst!
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With gloomy face he picked it up N ~

And took it to his Mother, ‘ e e
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Chapter One ;

For those who perished on the line Lall o gt | g ) Bl Y
He did not seem to care, dale ) Gl s Y
His engine being more to him DS Al ey 4K ja
Than all the people there. O maea (e S

And now you see the reason why
Our Peter has been ill:
He soothes his soul with pigeon-pie ;
His gnawing grief to kill. plan Bkl e 4 puddl) 4
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Chapter One o |
He wraps himself in blankets warm 438l Ay 4 Caly 45)
And sleeps in bed till late, ¢ Al S5 (S oy (B ol
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Determined thus to overcome Sle bl e o el G 130
His miserable fate.
And if his eyes are rather red,
His cold must just excuse it:
Offer him pie; you may be sure ;
He never will refuse it. faslie () oS5 28 5 jplad 4l o
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The novel and tne poem

The poem The novel

He had an engine that he loved | They had a family that they loved so

With all his heart and soul, much and wanted to keep this

And if he had a wish on earth kind of happiness for ever
It was to keep it whole. Oe g sl a iy o 153l g o) S L gaal 3yl agaal
AV ) sl

One day--my friends, prepare your | The dreadful change came quite

minds; suddenly. After telling us about
I'm coming to the worst-- this perfect family we are told
Quite suddenly a screw went mad, that something serious will
And then the boiler burst! change the life of the whole
With gloomy face he picked it up family dramatically.
And took it to his Mother, Mother at once takes responsibility

for the family.
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The poem The novel

Children were happy with their parents
They had everything they dreamt of

Peter is happy with his engine
The engine was everything that
Peter needed
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Suddenly Father disappeared

Suddenly the engine broke down
& jaall il 3lad

For those who perished on the line

He did not seem to care,

His engine being more to him
Than all the people there.

Because they were so happy and
satisfied, they stopped thinking
of the world outside.
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And now you see the reason why
Our Peter has been il
He soothes his soul with pigeon-pie

His gnawing grief to kill.

To avoid being sad over the absence
of the father, the children busy
themselves with playing.
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The poem The novel

He wraps himself in blankets warm
And sleeps in bed till late,
Determined thus to overcome
His miserable fate.

The first thing they do when mother
is busy is that they do not
believe what has happened to
Father and so they are busy
playing.
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And if his eyes are rather red, Once you offer children something
His cold must just excuse it: to eat or to be interested in,
Offer him pie; you may be sure they will forget the serious
He never will refuse it. troubles their families suffer
from
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Chapter one
Peter with heroic unselfishness did not say anything about his Engine till after
Father had had his dinner and his after-dinner cigar. The unselfishness was
Mother's idea--but it was Peter who carried it out. And it needed a good deal
of patience, too.
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® The role of the mother in teaching politeness to children
Lellakal Candgd oY) ) 9

® Children’s literature is didactic.
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Chapter one

"Can girls help to mend engines?" Peter asked doubtfully.
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"Of course they can. Girls are just as clever as boys, and don't you forget it!
How would you like to be an engine-driver, Phil?"
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"My face would be always dirty, wouldn't it?" said Phyllis, in unenthusiastic
tones, "and | expect | should break something."
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"I should just love it," said Roberta,--"do you think | could when I'm grown up,
Daddy? Or even a stoker?"
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"You mean a fireman," said Daddy, pulling and twisting at the Engine.
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Chapter one
The novel indirectly talks about the call for the emancipation of women, what is
regarded as the Feminist movement.
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"Can girls help to mend engines?" Peter asked doubtfully.
"Of course they can. Girls are just as clever as boys, and don't you forget it! How
would you like to be an engine-driver, Phil?“

D Peter represents all men who see women as unable to perform many things.

D Father is so wise. He is aware that boys and girls, men and women are equal
in many respects. So he does not support his son against his daughters.

DAII this is done indirectly.

Chapter one
The novel indirectly talks about the call for the emancipation of women, what is
regarded as the Feminist movement.
1. Directly
2. Indirectly
3. Casually
Peter’s way of dealing with his sisters suggests
1. that heiis like all boys who do not trust in the power of girls
2. He does not have trust in himself
3. His sisters do not like him

Chapter one
"Please'm," she (Ruth) said, "the Master wants you to just step into the study.
He looks like the dead, mum; | think he's had bad news. You'd best prepare
yourself for the worst, 'm--p'raps it's a death in the family or a bank busted
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or--
"That'll do, Ruth," said Mother, gently; "you can go.”
Comment on the way each woman expresses herself.
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"I say, Ruth, what's up?" he asked.
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"Don't ask me no questions and | won't tell you no lies," the red-headed Ruth

replied. "You'll know soon enough."
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1. The child is curious ol Jakal)
2. He forgets that it is wrong to ask servants about the affairs of the family
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3. Ruth is rude and cannot select her words decently.
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Chapter one
"To London," Ruth said, and left them to their breakfast.
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"There's something awful the matter," said Peter, breaking his egg. "Ruth told

me last night we should know soon enough."
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"Did you ask her?" said Roberta, with scorn.
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"Yes, | did!" said Peter, angrily. "If you could go to bed without caring whether

Mother was worried or not, | couldn't. So there!"
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"I don't think we ought to ask the servants things Mother doesn't tell us," said

Roberta.
I L 85 Y Ll el anadl Jlas o Cangy Wil e | Y™ 505,

"That's right, Miss Goody-goody," said Peter, "preach away."
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Chapter one
1. Peter takes the role of the father after Father is arrested. The writer draws a
very interesting picture of how boys love to show themselves as in control
of girls when their parents are busy.
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2. This is quite realistic. The novel has a lot of verisimilitude.
Jaine g (g ESH agal 45 50 Ll 81 5 13a
3. Girls are less adventurous, more decent, as shown in Roberta’s reply.
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4. But they know among themselves that it was quite wrong to ask Ruth
about their Father.
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Chapter one
It was nearly seven before she came in, looking so ill and tired that the children
felt they could not ask her any questions. She sank into an armchair. Phyllis took
the long pins out of her hat, while Roberta took off her gloves, and Peter
unfastened her walking-shoes and fetched her soft velvety slippers for her.
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Mother starts searching for work in order to support the family
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® She does not tell her kids the real reason behind the absence of the Father.
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¢ The kids are so polite. Their happy life in the villa gave them a lot of

decency and politeness as when they take care of their tired mother.
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"You can help me very much," said Mother,
T8 iae b 2SS0y A
"by being good and happy and not quarrelling when I'm away,"--Roberta and
Peter exchanged guilty glances,--"for | shall have to be away a good deal."
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"We won't quarrel. Indeed we won't," said everybody. And meant it, too.
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"Then," Mother went on, "l want you not to ask me any questions about this
trouble; and not to ask anybody else any questions."
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Peter cringed and shuffled his boots on the carpet.
JAAl ddie i e
"You'll promise this, too, won't you?" said Mother.
PO Gl cloayl iy a3 i e )l
"I did ask Ruth," said Peter, suddenly. "I'm very sorry, but I did."
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"And what did she say?"

"She said | should know soon enough."

"It isn't necessary for you to know anything about it," said Mother; "it's

about business, and you never do understand business, do you?"
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Chapter one — Questions

The novel has .........cceceeceneeenn. verisimilitude.

1. A lot of

2. No

3. Some

4. No trace of

The way the novel is narrated is ................. methods of narration in the 19"
century novel

1. Similar to

2. Different from

3. Superior to

4. Has nothing to do with

Chapter one
"Then don't you worry either, Mother," said Phyllis, "and we'll all be as good as
gold."
Mother sighed(<%) and kissed them.
"We'll begin being good the first thing to-morrow morning," said Peter, as they
went upstairs.
"Why not now?" said Roberta.
"There's nothing to be good about now, silly(“:sx)," said Peter.
"We might begin to try to feel good," said Phyllis, "and not call names."
Chapter one - Questions
In the novel, there is a lot of repetition that is:
1. Redundant
2. Boring
3. Useless
4. Funny and important
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