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Corpus Linguistics-(« 32,55 dal ale

e SOME INSIGHTS OBTAINABLE FROM CORPORA

to...
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e ... But not maybe all obtainable by us from corpora we have free access

Y a4 s Wl corpora oe W e IS L) Ldle Jpanll (S Y (S5 @

e Most of these have fairly obvious use for both descriptive linguists and
teachers... and maybe learners too (and others in the range of users
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General English

TTRs
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Frequencies of individual words across varieties: certain and sure
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Characteristics of varieties and individual authors: frequencies overall;

TTRs ¢Alalil) chlan yill 7 el gall 400 ) 4 t\}ﬁl\ sallal o

Details of meaning of vocabulary items and collocation: qualitative details
of synonyms sad-unhappy; mutual information for money and flatly
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Homonym and sense frequencies: lookout
gAY rhlan gl gnd g duslal)
Lexical grammar: verbs used with that clauses
L5 il ae deriivsall Jladl) : canaall saill

Grammar: uses of with

pa pddien 1 s 9ol
Use of words with a heavy pragmatic dimension: flipping, right
flipping, right : (el Jl) a2l ald GLalSl) alads
Lexical phrases: You know what | mean...
. You know what | mean 4zl &l jLall

Translation
a1
Frequency of translation equivalences
dan i DY alaa & 22 5
Learner Language
alziall 4zl
Error and performance analysis information from teacher-made mini-
corpora of their learners' language
'M\Mgcorpora M@mwM\ o Sla glaal) el d:J;SJU:AJ\
Ditto from large corpora of learner language
alaiall 421 83 )08 corpora (» s
Frequency of types of lexical error
dganaal) Uadll ¢ gl 8 a2 53
Research on error correct ability by dictionaries
ol sal) U8 (e praaaall 3 a8l Uad 8 Caall

GENERAL TYPES OF CORPUS TASK/ INVESTIGATION

Gaindl [ agal) o5ty S Alall £1 59
It is possible classify most corpus projects, or generate new ones, as
combinations of choices from these main dimensions (for any given
language, assumed to be English here):
O5Sl dima 431 (Y (i) 5 s oL )« corpus JSY) abial) ciieal (Saall (g
il ala¥) 038 (e il LAY (e e gana (Lin 4y 3ISH)
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1) What kind of language is of interest?

fe0lll & dalll g o0 o La
From normal native speaker adults today.
a5l A il ALa) el adal) (he
Then it could be spoken or written, standard or non-standard, UK or US
or..., from everyday language or the specialist register of newspapers or
poetry or academic prose or...etc.
Coov sl paniall Y I gl sasial) ASLeall ¢ il e ) iy o siSa 5l A8 ghaia (Say o
&L A Sy G Sl i) Caaall e Ganadiie daw ol dpe sl A2l (g
From the past. Literary or not...
we Y8l (el e
from foreign language learners
Aaial) Aall) alaia (e
from normal native speaker children
JUbdU ALl 4all) el (e
from speakers with language disabilities (e.g. aphasics)
(aad) JUial) Jas Ao ) dall) dBle) (5 93 cpiaaiall pa

2) What level(s) of language are you interested in?

?Lﬁﬂéﬁ\w\gwﬁu

vocabulary/lexis
claaall [ clallhiall)
grammar/syntax
laall el /azll) ac) 68
sounds, intonation
2 gadlle &l gyl
spelling, punctuation
il - dungtl
text/discourse/rhetorical structure
Aptadll 4l / Qadl) / aill

pragmatics
dglee !l
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Spoken? How natural are speeches, TV etc.?
Clly ) Loy s p8lill 5 ccabaddl o dpmplall (oS € LISH o
Fully natural: observer’s paradox and how to be ethical?
Permission. LaboV’s tricks
Labov g3 . pasd!) i SAEMNAT ()5S (a5 (il jall il Lol dpapidal) o
Records of speakers (and addressees and...)
(...5 Juall5) GaalSiall O3 @
Transcription issues: what to transcribe and who does it (expert or
not)
(Y s ud) clld Jady e s sl e sl Ll @
Random sampling again; problem of accents and dialects
Claglll g Sl e A5 ¢ jal 3 e 40 gliall Cilinall @
Analysis - how to extract useful information automatically?
Ll Basial) e glaall 1 jaind 44 - Jladl) o
frequency and its derivatives:
aildidia g 22 4l @
range: over text types
oaill B8 )5l isadl @
richness of vocab: TTR
TTR:S ¢l S5 @
collocational strength: mi and t-score/z score
z Al gt- ymi Lhsd meni @
How to relate go, goes and went? Lemmatisation
4 pall Cle saadll ¢ went sgo, goes by 4SS e
Concordance: the problem of large numbers. Qualitative into

guantitative
el e i) 3 sl slac ) A 380 5 o
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e how to distinguish right from right: pos and other
annotation/tagging
Gladall [ 7 il W e 5 POS @l Gl pall o il A4S @
e How to sort and select from a KWIC listing?
TKWIC Acld G e LAY 5 cainai 4485 o
e Accessibility to general users — cost, computers etc.
A 5 saas) 3 jeal (il - peasiiall dde M) Jasl) @

3) What is the purpose of the investigation? More language research, or
more pedagogical?

508 SAS) g (Aall) & gay (e &y Jal) S 8aTN (e o 2) 92 La @
e To describe an aspect of language or compare different styles, authors etc.
I.e. more exploratory research.

G gaall e 2 jall &) il sall (o) cdalise Jalail 45 jlaa ol dall) (il sa e Lila Cia gl @
e Dty

e To check on a proposed 'rule' or past finding or a theory-based prediction in
some area of language study. I.e. more hypothesis testing research.

Al 3 (3halie Gl Ay et ) avtad) gl i ald) 3ilis o aa i) Bac Gl e 3isill o
Cogaall JiaY dum 3 ST T ARl

e to test out a parser that some computational linguists have designed
ssonsilly Fylal) (il Gmnd Qe L3RY
e to help create language syllabuses or teaching materials
Apardeill 3l gall ol Aall) alia o) e sacladl o

e to help evaluate syllabuses or teaching materials
Apaglaill 3l gall ol anifi xalia 8 3aclisall @

e to use or evaluate corpus work as a class task (i.e. a form of CALL)
(CALL JSal e U85 (51) dage 4588 (s 535 € Jae apii 5l al2iuY o
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e to help write a dictionary or grammar book
G5 QUS ol o galB AUS dsacliuall @
e To help evaluate a dictionary or grammar book etc.
&) g gmill QU 5 o gldl) i saclisall o
4) What kind of corpus information is needed?
¢ 4y thaall (uga S laglaa £ o3 52 La o

e More concordance-type information - examples of occurrences of things in
context to analyse. I.e. qualitative

dae sl ol el Wil 8 Jalaill ) soV) laal (e Al - 48 gial) il glaall ¢ 53l ST @
e More frequency information about words or whatever. I.e. quantitative
dsl) Lﬂgi ,?-\AS@ S S oo 5 J e Ol slaadl) (e 3l @
e Most of the combinations implied above are possible to some extent with
existing corpora. However, they are not all available to us here.

e @l aa g 33 ga sall corpora e e 2x ) (Sae o oSl dpiaall Cle sendll aliea o




