Lesson 2
How to write the_introduction to your research proposal?
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In this lecture, we will discuss the following:
A. What is an Introduction?
B. Why is the introduction so important?
C. How to grab the Readers’ attention?
D. Common mistakes often made by young researchers.
E. Suggestions for starting your introduction
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What is an Introduction?

The Introduction is the opening paragraph(s) of an essay or research paper. It gives a brief idea
about the research question, the significance of the research, the methodology used and the main
idea of the research. It should be designed in an attractive manner in order to grab the readers’

attention.
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Why is the introduction so important?

B The purpose of an introduction is to prepare the reader for the body of writing that comes
after it.

B The introduction catches the readers’ attention, making them want to read more.

B Asaresearcher, you know what you are writing about and why you are writing it. But
unless you inform your readers of your topic in the introduction, they will feel lost and may
judge your research to be an unclear.

B The introduction announces the subject matter and tone of your essay (humorous, satiric,

serious, etc.)
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How to grab the Readers’ attention?

The first sentence or sentences

in the introduction of your research proposal should be attractive enough to capture the readers’
attention. You can start an introduction with a quotation or thought provoking ideas about the
subject. This raises the level of curiosity in the readers and they will continue reading your

research.
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Clarify the Central Idea of your research.
Introduction should be written in a way that it clearly depicts the central idea of the paper. After
reading your introduction, readers should not have any doubt about the main idea of your
research question or research topic.
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Establish the Importance of the Topic
You should highlight the importance of the topic in the introduction. Constructing a successful
introduction, you should tell the significance of the topic.
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Common mistakes often made by young researchers
) An introduction should not introduce a detailed background of the topic. However, it
should give a brief description of the research question, the importance of the study and the
methodology used.
) The introduction should mention the significance of the topic in order to grab the

attention of the readers.
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Introductory paragraphs should not be too long. Half page paragraph or little more than that can
be enough.
) Make sure your introduction introduces your thesis statement.

) Don’t begin with an apology or complaint. Such statements as “It’s difficult to find much
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information on this topic . . .” and “This controversy is hard to understand, but . . .’
) Don’t assume that your audience already knows your subject matter. Identify the research
question even though you know your instructor/supervisor knows what you are writing
about.
We should avoid standard dictionary definitions in the introductions.
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Suggestions for starting your introduction.
=  Statement of a problem or a popular misconception.
e.g. Some people believe that poetry is written only

by aging beatniks or solemn, mournful men and women.......
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= A quotation.
e.g. “Translation is an art” Says John (1990).
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= An arresting statistic or shocking statement
e.g. One of every nine women will develop breast cancer this year, according to a recent report

prepared by the Health Information Service.
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