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Lecture 8: Title Interpreting Domains and Dimensions

Learning Outcomes

e By the end of this lecture, you should be able to
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1. show knowledge of interpreting domains and a number of conceptual
dimensions and parameters.
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2. practise some kind of interpreting.
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e Based on translation studies, the discipline of interpreting studies,

with theoretical subdomains based on a list of situational variable.
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e Varieties of interpreting (consecutive Vs simultaneous); the
medium of interpreting (human, machine, computer aided
interpreting); language combinations; culture combinations;
area/institution interpreting (interpreting in court, in the media,
etc..) text relations (text-type, degree of specialization , etc.); and
partner relations (source-text producer Vs target-text addressee)
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The following set of eight dimensions could be adopted to map out the
theoretical territory of interpreting studies (i.e. Domains and dimensions of

interpreting Theory, Pochhacker, 20011):
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1. Medium:
human, machine,
computer aided
interpreting
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2. Setting: international
(multilateral
conference, int.
Organisation, media,
court, police, health

care, etc...)
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3. Mode: consecutive ,
simultaneous
whispered, sight,
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4. Language
(culture)
Spoken—
conference
language —
migrant language
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5. Discourse: 6. Participants: 7. Interpreter: 8.Problem:
speeches equal professional simultaneity <
—(debates— representatives interpreter memory «
face-to face —individual vs. «—>semi- quality «
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L8 Practical A

Interpret the following into Arabic. 4x_d) ) A as 5

1. California judge has found a 12-year-old boy criminally responsible for murdering his neo-

Nazi father.

2. Joseph Hall was just 10 years-old when he shot and killed his father, Jeffrey, in the early
hours of 1 May 2011. The verdict, delivered yesterday, which pronounced Joseph guilty of
second-degree murder, means that the young defendant could be incarcerated in a juvenile
facility until he is 23 years-old.

3. Judge Jean Leonard, who heard the juvenile court case without a jury, made her ruling
following a trial that turned on whether the boy was fully cognisant of right and wrong when
he used a revolver to shoot his 32-year-old father in the head at point blank range, as he dozed
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on a sofa at the family’s home in Riverside County, 60 miles east of Los Angeles.

. Prosecutors insisted that the killing was premeditated, and that Hall knew precisely what he
was doing despite his young age. But his defence lawyer, Matthew Hardy, argued that the Hall
household was defined by physical abuse, and that his client believed shooting his father
would put an end to that violence.

. Last week Hardy withdrew Hall’s initial plea of not guilty by reason of insanity, and instead
urged the judge to convict him of voluntary manslaughter. Joseph Hall chose not to testify at
the trial.

. According to experts, 8,000 murder victims in the US in the past 32 years were killed by their
children, but 16 such crimes were committed by defendants aged 10 or younger.

. “He’s been conditioned to violence,” Hardy told the New York Times before the trial. “He
thought what he was doing was right, and while that may be hard for other people to
understand, in his mind, in a child's mind, if he thought it was right, or at least didn't think it
was wrong, then he cannot be held responsible.”

. President Obama has vowed vigorously to pursue recommendations from his task force on
gun violence, such as a “meaningful” ban on assault weapons, in the face of opposition from
Congress.

. Mr Obama acknowledged that his preferred measures, which include strengthening
background checks and limiting access to high-capacity magazine clips, may not get past
Congress, but he said he was determined to try.

L8 Practical B
Interpret the following into English .
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