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Poetry is often the first literature presented to a child, in the form of nursery
rhymes or lullabies.
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Nancy Willard's A Visit to William Blake's Inn: Poems for Innocent and
Experienced Travelers (1981), a Caldecott Honor book in 1982, and Paul
Fleischman's Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices (1988), the 1989 winner of the
Newbery Medal.
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v" Historically, children's poetry is a relatively new phenomenon couched in
ancient fabrics.
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v" While the oral tradition has a long history of songs and folklore passed
down to younger generations, works of written poetry and verse for juvenile
audiences were first sparingly published in the fifteenth century.
Jaxy ¢ L jraa¥) ) Jiiy i) & il g SN e dsha g ) 4l gl il o) o 3
die Gudall G ) 38 e JsY i g aaiie JSn GilaaY) ) seanl adlly giSall el

v’ The first poems written exclusively for children were mostly religious in
nature, providing moral instruction, such as John Bunyan's A Book for Boys
and Girls; or, Country Rhymes for Children (1686).
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Samuel Taylor Coleridge's "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner"




Mother Goose's Melody: Or, Sonnets for the Cradle (1780)—John Newbery's
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English-language adaptation of Charles Perrault's collection of fairy tales,

Contes de Ma Mere I'Oye (1695)—brought short-verse nursery rhymes into

English for the first time.
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v " With the advent of published nursery rhymes, a few scattered collections
of poetry written for children began to appear in England, perhaps most
prominently, Ann and Jane Taylor's Original Poems for Infant Minds
(1804) and Rhymes for the Nursery (1806)—a volume that originated the
famous verse "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star."
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v' The Star
e Ann Taylor and Jane Taylor.
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v" "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star" is a popular English lullaby S
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e The poem, which is in couplet form, was first published in 1806 in Rhymes
for the Nursery, a collection of poems by Taylor and her sister Ann.
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e The first publication date was 1806. ;
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o The simile ' like a diamond in the sky' teaches children how words
can be used to paint a picture in the imagination.
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e The Star” is quite literal and the vocabulary used is easy to comprehend.
The rhyme scheme of the poem is AABB CCDD.
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e However, unbeknownst to most, this poem is actually a tragedy; a
metaphor for the detriment of success.
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v" The word “star” has multiple synonyms. One of them, according to
dictionary.com, is:
v’ “a distinguished or glamorous celebrity, often from the entertainment
world.”
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e So, out of all the definitions, the most reasonable conclusion we can come
to is that the star in ‘“Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” is actually a
distinguished figure.
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e The story is a wondrously written tragedy about the glamour of being a
socialite and the jealousy it can cause from the lower classes of society.
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THE COW
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v" Robert Louis Stevenson
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e Robert Louis Stevenson (13 November 1850 — 3 December 1894) was a
Scottish novelist, poet, essayist, and travel writer. His most famous works
are Treasure Island and Kidnapped.,.
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v" Year of Publication: 1885,
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v How many stanzas are there in the poem?

3 Stanza

v" What adjectives did Stevenson use in the first stanza to help the reader
visualize the cow?

friendly ,red and white

v What words rhyme in the poem?
white, might

heart, tart

there ,air

v What does the word "lowing" mean?

sound of the cow

v" What did Stevenson mean when he said the cow could not stray?
v Not movie or warder or go around

v" What is wet from the showers and blown by the wind?

v' The cow

v" What does the cow eat?

Meadow flower

v" What time of day does the poem take place? How do you know?

What time of the day = light of the day

L.’ She wanders, She walks, She gives

v Bed in Summer
By Robert Louis Stevenson
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v’ The first stanza compares how waking up in winter is like waking up at
night while going to bed in summer is like going to bed during the day.
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e Dreams
By Langston Hughes
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e The message is that if you let your dreams go, your life will be frozen as

SNOW.
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