First lecture in brief

What is call computer assisted language learning

Casla computer aided language acquisition

Calt computer aided language testing

Caslr computer in al and elt research in general

Examples of theory and research which have implication for call ( call —

cai—cbe- tell- tekenatucs— gcu

Call tasks as games — exercises— activity — material — test

Calls means physical materials for teaching or learning together with

teaching method

There are three main areas of concern:

1) Development/creation. I.e. the principles and processes of writing
software or

authoring new materials within some existing software

2) Use/implementation. |.e. how teachers use software with their

learners



3) Evaluation. I.e. how to decide what is good or bad software

Culall ekt 5l JIS &y tHistory of call

— The computer—-as—big—as—a-room era

— The arrival of the home/school computer

The era of the powerful PC (and Mac). but lack of transfer of much

software from earlier platforms

- PC + CD, multimedia.

— The era of the Internet

— Social networking

Second lecture
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Understanding and Using English Grammar
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‘outline’ (which outlines the whole chapter in detail), ‘report’ (enabling
students to check their progress after each step), ‘glossary’, ‘help’

(where learners find help topics), and ‘contents’.

Evaluation of UUEG

The listening task suggests that students listen to the recording of an
international student’s experience before answering the corresponding

questions

In the speaking task (Fig.2) there is a 'record and compare' function that
enables learners to listen to a prompt before reiterating the sentences

whilst recording their speech

The reading task comes in the form of a passage that includes some
difficult hyperlinked words. By clicking on each, there appears a pop-up

window that is linked to the glossary page.
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Chapelle (2001) evaluation scheme

. There are two stages in her scheme: judgmental and empirical. In the
judgmental stage, Chapelle (2001) analyses the software using two
levels: the program and the teacher

She also addresses the question of what the learner actually does with

the software by conducting an empirical evaluation

. | shall judge the software by analysing the tasks using two of

Chapelle's criteria: language learning potential, and learner fit.

lecture 3

'CALL software' here can involve any software or programs potentially
usable by language learners in connection with learning/teaching or use

of language



"Evaluation is a matter of judging the fithess of something for a particular
purpose" (Hutchinson and Waters 1989: 96). 'Evaluation' therefore
implies an activity where something is declared suitable or not and

consequent decisions are to be made or action taken.

research and evaluation ;;u 43)la

research may be done to find out things which then inform the value
judgment and hopefully make it better. Research on its own may just

end up with information, not judgment and action.

. The parallel is valuable... up to a point. There are some important

differences, however.

Firstly, a book is not typically dynamic or interactive; a program, by

contrast, may not always present an exercise

Secondly, a book is more limited in its media capability. CALL can

involve sound as well as pictures
Thirdly, use of written materials has few technological prerequisites:
eyes and a desk to put them on will do. CALL by contrast requires

computers, network access etc.

Fourthly, the language content of material in a coursebook is essentially



unalterable, while some CALL software allows 'authoring

Fifthly, the activities to be done with each section of a coursebook are
usually heavily constrained by the book i A CALL program on the other

hand may be very constrained

The last two are important for evaluation,

The importance of evaluation

Evaluation is one of three key aspects of CALL that need consideration:

Creation, Use and Evaluation.

The three key components in CALL evaluation

software glitches (e.g. the program crashes whenever the help icon is
clicked) and inaccuracy of language (e.g. multiple choice exercises

where the option counted as correct is actually wrong)

So one important aspect of evaluation is to establish the specific users
(Iearners and teachers), situation, purpose etc. etc. that you are
evaluating the materials for. This means that you cannot really evaluate
without also thinking of how the material will be used in the learning and

teaching process

there are three things to think about —



) the nature of the materials/software
the nature of the T/L situation, the learners and their needs, uses etc
a rating or judgement to make of suitability of one of the above for the

other

compare a CALL activity/program with a non-CALL (pen and paper)

three components one of two ways round
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1) Evaluation of materials prior to purchasing them or creating access to

them for any learners.

2) Evaluation after purchase or otherwise acquiring availability of
software, but before use. Here usually the question is what learners it

would suit

) Evaluation after the program has been acquired and used with some

learners for a bit3
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The beginnings of a CALL checklist follow, inspired mainly by Odell

1986 ‘Evaluating CALL software’ in ed.

Some suggest evaluation should have these two stages — External:
Relevance to particular needs of particular learners (e.g. specific level,
ESP, syllabus). Internal: quality of the work per se in meeting its
declared specification/ aims. A prog. may be unsuitable (alone, or
compared with another) EITHER because it is perfectly good but the

wrong level of sophistication, coverage of items etc.

evaluate the software using the checklist, whatever comes to your



‘expert’ mind, and my hints (aimed to make you focus in more depth on

either (a) or (b) elements), AND revise the checklist to become more

comprehensive.

Specification (External pre-requisites of the software, consideration of
which usually needs to be prior to any consideration of real pedagogical

value. Used to assess basic practicality of using the software.)
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Program design (A lot of these points broadly relate to 'userfriendliness'
of the software, or the ‘computer—user interface’, largely independently

of any pedagogical value, but overlapping a bit)

s S sual) anil Lgd Hlaill o Ui il
zelipl Jasy CaS
A

dald 4c )



iyl 2158 L

Li s Hsa Gipa dilies ol
AN LI £ gy

339 jall ilaplatl) ala

e Lual) i)

sleall 5 JaiSa il Jaall aia

lecture 6

language learning potential
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we will focus on two namely modified interaction



and modified input
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OK LECTURE 7

YOU HAD BETTER WATCHING IT

THROUGH THE RECORDED LECTURE

SINCE IT IS JUST EXERCISES

FOR HAVING IDEAS ABOUT WHAT

THE Dr.

IS going to talk about

i will be back Insha'Allah

in lecture 9 as we agreed Razan will handle the 8th lecture

thanks
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.... is acollection of language ¢! ges<corpus linguistics J! ize
material made in some principled way ,either on tabe or written in
La ey oAl ¥l shard copy ..or in electronic form
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We are concerned mainly with use

?by linguists to help describe language,and test theories

?by teacher and learners to aid language learning
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1..corpus..2...search engine
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text ,,aform of data,, which may have been originally written ,or be
transcribed speech .corpora are not all stored in the same
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improve dictionary entries
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Styllisticians ..to see what differnt there are in how frequently
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Coputational linguists ..to see if their grammatical parsing
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computer assisted / aided langage learning
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lecture 8 questions

corpus is?

collection of language material in electronic form

who used it ?

linguists to discribe language

teachers and learners CALL

what you need to perform any electronic corpus ?

two things a corpus and search engine

corpus is ?

form of date just a text



they may have coded (tags)! 9

how can i access corpus for doing tasks ?

by using a search engine

what is search engine ?

a program which runs through the text
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lecture 9

differences between corpus and introspection?

introspection / try to investigate different ideas — issues

corpus / collect all data and store them in one place

introspection
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CORPUS ?

collect all data and store them in one place

daily life of people

corpus usage ?
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reason — purpose — cause
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3- corpus ?? all examples about these three vocabularies synonmy can
show up

by searching google and then you collect the data with your own

judgment on the result
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Let the data speak for itself? (Sinclair)

|-language versus E-language (Chomsky)

Missing context, intention, ‘ethnographic’ information. Third person not

1st person view....(Widdowson)

COrpus _pu)sS J dalall Liladll 532

Corpus can't show what doesn't occur, or all that can occur

limitation )< 4yg0na

Introspection may be surprised by what does occur
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Areas of language that corpora don’t illumine
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Size of corpus and individual word frequency. How big should it be?
Cost effectiveness — more running words doesn't give more different
words proportionally

10-20 hours to process 2000 words of speech (prosodic tagging)
Just because a population is vast does not mean samples have to be
vast to be representative, as some think... Depends on feature of

interest and variability. Word frequency problem

Static or dynamic (monitor) corpora?
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Sampling and how to be representative e.g. of general English? Any

collection of texts is not a useful (principled) corpus. Problems...
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Opportunistic — biased to written, accessible varieties?



Systematic— balanced and representative: a corpus of corpora

43 gall

Exclude non-standard?

slang language i

What national varieties?

Aalida 5 edaxia Chlagl

How far back?
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What proportions of varieties?

Speaker/writer factors as well (demographics)? Problem more with
written than spoken (L1 from name?). Addressee
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Then: Random selection?

pd i LAl

Stratified sampling? What varieties?

Weighting by how much read or by 'influence'? Expert judgment
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Even genres like ‘academic writing’ are not homogeneous: depend on
subdiscipline
(Business and Econs |, Computing and Physics we), genre within

subdiscipline (review, report), even the lecturer being written for

How to sample each text, and sample size again? Copyright issues
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Spoken? how natural are speeches, TV etc.?
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Fully natural: observer’s paradox and how to be ethical? Permission.
Labov’s tricks

Records of speakers (and addressees and...)
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Transcription issues: what to transcribe and who does it (expert or not)
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Random sampling again; problem of accents and dialects
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Analysis — how to extract useful information automatically?

frequency and its derivatives:

range: over text types

richness of vocab: TTR

collocational strength: mi and t-score/z score
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Wahandsome girl

za.shandsome boy

how to relate go, goes and went? lemmatisation

lemmatisation as go goes went

derivation as inform informative information

concordance: the problem of large numbers. Qualitative into quantitative

results

qualitative numbers

quantitative describe

how to distinguish right from right: pos and other annotation/tagging
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how to sort and select from a KWIC listing?

s i Syl

Accessibility to general users — cost, computers etc.

try their demo if you wnat to use it you have to buy it first

BNC-= British National Corpus

The above issues all repeat for learner corpora. Further, issues (see
ICLE solutions):

What counts as a learner? Cf ICE

Information about learner language that is not reflected in a learner
corpus

What counts as ‘authentic’ for learners?

Apart from L1, what variables would you want to have documented
about the students and the tasks/setting for any collection of learner
material in a corpus? (Cf Granger 2002 discussion) These all may make
a difference

Problem therefore of comparability of such corpora collected by different
people in different countries

Possibility of longitudinal corpora



Contrastive interlanguage analysis

NNS — NS To find errors and over/under use. But issues of:
Comparability of variety

Linguistic imperialism (terms like error, overuse), but problem of
learners’ real wishes and lack of information on ‘international proficient
speaker English’

NNS — NNS To distinguish transfer and non-transfer (e.g.
developmental) errors.

Comparability again

Parallel L1 corpus of the learners would be useful
Computerised error analysis

Method 1: Think of an error and search for it

Method 2: Tag all errors in corpus and then search

g ) jlaia

NNS = non native speaker

NS= native speaker
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General english
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1.details of meaning of vocabularyitem and collocation
2.homonym and sense frequencise

3.lexical grammar ...that clauses

4.grammar ...with

5.use of word with aheavy pragmtic dimension

6.Lexical phrases
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Learner Language Error and performance analysis information
from teacher-made mini-corpora of their learners' language Ditto



from large corpora of learner language Frequency of types of
lexical error Research on error correctability by dictionaries
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1) What kind of language is of interest? from normal native
speaker adults today. Then it could be spoken or written, standard
or non-standard, UK or US or..., from everyday language or the
specialist register of newspapers or poetry or academic prose
or...etc. from the past. Literary or not... from foreign language
learners from normal native speaker children from speakers with
language disabilities (e.g. aphasics) 2) What level(s) of language
are you interested in? vocabulary/lexis grammar/syntax sounds,
intonation spelling, punctuation text/discourse/rhetorical structure
pragmatics .... des axilas s Jews oe 8 (g6 A ga 8 e 2K ala

What is the purpose of the investigation? More language research,
Gl 508 48 e agall e el il e ydi0r more pedagogical? ...
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Call:computer assisted language learning. .

Casla : computer aided language acquisition. .
Calt : computer aided language testing. .

Caslr : computer in al and elt research in general ..
Al : applied linguistic ..

Elt: English language teacher..

UUEG : understanding use English grammar. .



Tl:target language. .

BNC : British national corpus .

NLP : natural language processing ..
MALL : mobil aided language learning

second language acquisition : SLA



