il g

oS Eclipse
Apadl] 48U solar
B R occurs
SIS il moves
g front
(A A hides
Y e least
> partial
N annular

S e center

o yalaa leaving
B a bright
e ring
ds~ around

g s total
[ completely
(shra covered

S It seems
Yl rather
BACORT improbable
& sbean celestial
A body

41iS block

las tremendously

Jila immense

g sana total
Lbuall exactly
Sy happens

| S considerably

(s relative
L) distances
Jb shadow

S across




Eclipse the Moon

A solar eclipse occurs when the Moon moves in front of the sun and hides at least
some part of the sun from the earth .In a partial eclipse, the moon covers part of the
sun :in an annular eclipse, the Moon covers the center of the sun, leaving a bright
ring of light around the Moon :in a total eclipse ,the Sun is completely covered by the
. Moon

It seems rather improbable that a celestial body the size of the Moon could completely
block out the tremendously immense Sun ,as happens during a total eclipse, but this is
exactly what happens. Although the Moon is considerably smaller in size than the Sun
,the Moon is able to cover the sun because of their relative distances from Earth .A
total eclipse can last up to 7 minutes, during which time the Moon shadow moves
across Earth at a rate of about 6 kilometers per second
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while the bald eagle is one national symbol of the united states, it is not the only one
.uncle sam ,a bearded gentleman costumed in the red ,white and blue stars and stripes
of the nations flag, is another well-known national symbol .according to legend ,this
character is based on samuel wilson, the owner of a meat-packing business in troy
,new york , during the war of 1812 ,sam wilsons company was granted a government
contract to supply meat to the nations soldiers :this meat was supplied to the army in
barrels stamped with the initials u,s, which stood for united state .however ,the
country was at that time relatively young ,and the initials u.s. Were not commonly
used. Many people questioned what the initials represented ,and the standard reply
became (uncle sam ) for the owner of the barrels. It is now generally accepted that the
figure of uncle sam is based on samuel wilson ,and u.s. Congress has made it official
by adopting a resolution naming samuel wilson as the inspiration for uncle sam
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Most people think of deserts as dry ,flat areas with little vegetation and little or no
rainfall ,but this hardly true .Many deserts have varied geographical formations
ranging from soft ,rolling hills to stark ,jagged cliffs, and most deserts have a
permanent source of water .Although desserts do not receive a high amount of
rainfall-to be classified as a desert ,an area must get less than twenty —five centimeters
of rain fall per year-there are money Plants that thrive on only small amounts of water
.and deserts are often full of such plant life

Desert plants have a variety of mechanisms for obtaining the water needed for
survival ,some plants ,such as cactus ,are able to store large amounts of water in their
leaves or stems: after a rainfall these plants absorb a large supply of water to last until
.the next rainfall , other plants ,such as the mesquite have extra ordinary deep root
system that allow them to obtain water from far below the deserts arid surface
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