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Instructor: Dr. Mahmoud Mohamed Ahmed Salman
Lecture One — DISCOURSE ANALYSIS

definitions

1. Definitions. It is difficult to give a single definition of
discourse analysis.
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2. Discourse analysis will enable to reveal the hidden
motivations behind a text or behind the choice of a particular
method of research to interpret that text
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3- Discourse analysis is meant to provide a higher awareness of the
hidden motivations in others and in ourselves, and therefore, enable
us to solve concrete problem by making us ask ontological and
epistemological questions.
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4- Though critical thinking about the analysis of texts is as ancient
as mankind, discourse analysis is perceived as the product of
postmodern period
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5- Discourse Analysis (DA) is a modern discipline of the social
sciences that covers a wide variety of different
sociolinguistic approaches.
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It aims to study and analyse the use of discourse in at least one of
the three ways stated above, and more often than not, all of them
at once.
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Analysis of discourse looks not only at the basic level of what is said,
but takes into consideration the surrounding social and historical
contexts
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6 - Making the distinction between whether a person is
described as a ‘colonization’ or a ‘occupation’ is something DA
would look at, whilst considering the implications of each term.
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e To expand, 'occupation’is a term that brings negative
Connotations of evil and damaging, whereas 'colonization' has
positive connotations of helping others to develop themselves.
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e So, one term is looked upon a lot more favorably than the
other, and this is what a Discourse Analyst would consider, as
well as looking at the relationship of these terms with a widely
used term.’
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e Discourse analysts will look at any given text, and this just
means anything that communicates a message, and
particularly, how that message constructs a social reality or
view of the world
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