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Instructor: Dr. Mahmoud Mohamed Ahmed Salman
Second lecture — DISCOURSE ANALYSIS

1- Language has a magical property: when we speak or write
we craft what we have to say to fit the situation or context in
which we are communicating.
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e But, at the same time, how we speak or write creates that
very situation or context.
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e [t seems, then, that we fit our language to a situation or
context that our language, in turn, helped to create in the
first place
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2- This is rather like the “chicken and egg” question: Which comes
first? The situation we’re in (e.g. a committee meeting)? Or the
language we use (our committee ways of talking and interacting)?
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e Is this a “committee meeting” because we are speaking and acting
this way, or are we speaking and acting this way because this is a
committee meeting?
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o After all, if we did not speak and act in certain ways, committees
could not exist; but then, if institutions, committees, and
committee meetings didn’t already exist, speaking and acting this
way would be nonsense.
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3- Discourses and social languages Whenever we speak or write,

we always and simultaneously construct or build six things or six

areas of “reality”:
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1. The meaning and value of aspects of the material world: | enter a
plain, square room, and speak and act in a certain way (e.g. like
someone about to run a meeting), and, low and behold, where | sit
becomes the “front” of the room.
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2- Activities: We talk and act in one way and we are engaged in
formally opening a committee meeting; we talk and act in another way
and we are engaged in “chit-chat” before the official start of the
meeting.
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3- Identities and relationships: | talk and act in one way one moment and | am
speaking and acting as “chair” of the committee; the next moment | speak and
talk in a different way and | am speaking and acting as one peer/colleague
speaking to another.
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4. Politics (the distribution of social goods): | talk and act in such a way that a
visibly angry male in a committee meeting (perhaps it’s me!) is “standing his
ground on principle,” but a visibly angry female is “hysterical.”
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5. Connections: | talk and act so as to make what | am saying here and now in
this committee meeting about whether we should admit more minority
students connected to or relevant to (or, on the other hand, not connected to or
relevant to) what | said last week about my fears of losing my job given the new
government’s turn to the right.
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6. Semiotics (what and how different symbol systems and different
forms of knowledge “count”): | talk and act so as to make the
knowledge and language of lawyers relevant (privileged), or not, over
“everyday language” or over “non-lawyerly academic language” in our
committee discussion of facilitating the admission of more minority
students.
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-- there are several “tools of inquiry” (ways of looking at the world of
talk and interaction) that will help us study how these building tasks are
carried out and with what social and political consequences.
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e The tools of inquiry that will be introduced in this chapter are
primarily relevant to how we (together with others) build identities
and activities and recognize the identities and activities that are being
built around us.
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e However, the tools of inquiry introduced here are most certainly
caught up with all the other building tasks above, as well, as we will
see progressively in this book.
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e The tools to be discussed in this chapter are:
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a. “Situated identities,” that is, different identities or social positions we
enact and recognize in different settings.
b 8y (i e Laial i) e gl Adlina iy ga o a5 lyggdi @89 e
Aakia

b. “Social languages,” that is, different styles of language that we use to

enact and recognize different identities in different settings; different

social languages also allow us to engage in all the other building tasks

above (in different ways, building different sorts of things).
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c. “Discourses” with a capital “D,” that is, different ways in which we
humans integrate language with non-language “‘stuff,” such as different
ways of thinking, acting, interacting, valuing, feeling, believing, and
using symbols tools, and objects in the right places and at the right times
so as to enact and recognize different identities and activities, give the
material world certain meanings, distribute social goods in a certain way,
make certain sorts of meaningful connections in our experience, and
privilege certain symbol systems and ways of knowing over others (i.e.
carry out all the building tasks above).
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d. “Conversations” with a capital “C,” that is, long-running and
important themes or motifs that have been the focus of a variety of
different texts and interactions (in different social languages and
Discourses) through a significant stretch of time and across an array of
Institutions.
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