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Lecture 13 — DISCOURSE ANALYSIS

1-5.4 Six building tasks
e Discourse analysis focuses on the thread of language (and
related semiotic systems)used in the situation network.
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e Any piece of language, oral or written, is composed of a set
of grammatical cues or clues (Gumperz 1982) that help
listeners or readers (in negotiation and collaboration with
others in an interaction) to build six things (in one sense of
the word, these six things are interlinked representations,”
that is, “re-presenting's”).
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2- | want to stress that utterances are made up of cues or
clues as to how to move back and forth between language
and context (situations), not signals of fixed and
decontextualized meanings.
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e These cues or clues are part and parcel of what we called,
in Chapter 2, “grammar one” and “grammar two” (p. 29).
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e Language, then, always contains cues or clues that guide us
(either as interpreters on the scene or as analysts) in the
six sorts of building tasks listed below (these were briefly
discussed in Chapter 2).
shdalul o e yieS L)) W JaS ol all ) ddaed) Laila dalll (5 giat 3 o
5 3an 5 8_yial o2 il g3) oLial 83 5 pasall Ll algw (e o) g3l A 8 ((pallne
(2 Jadll 3

3- These building tasks involve us in using language (and
other semiotic systems) to construe the situation network in
certain ways and not others.
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e They are carried out all at once and together.
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e And, they are carried out in negotiation and collaboration
with others in interaction, with due regard for other
related oral and written texts and situations we have
encountered before.
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4-Even when we are silently reading, these building tasks are
carried out in negotiation and collaboration with the writer in
various guises such as the “actual writer,” “assumed writer,”
and the narrator, as well as in collaboration with other,
related texts we have read, sociocultural knowledge we bring
to the text, and discussions we have had with other people.
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e That is, these building tasks can be seen simultaneously as
cognitive achievements, interactional achievements, and
inter-textual achievements.
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