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Instructor: Dr. Mahmoud Mohamed Ahmed Salman

Lecture 14 — DISCOURSE ANALYSIS

--The six building tasks, the tasks through which we use language to

construct and/or construe the situation network, at a given time

and place, in a certain way, are:
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1. Semiotic building, that is, using cues or clues to assemble
situated meanings about what semiotic (communicative)
systems, systems of knowledge, and ways of knowing, are
here and now relevant and activated.
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2. World building, that is, using cues or clues to assemble situated
meanings about what is here and now (taken as) “reality,” what
is here and now (taken as) present and absent, concrete and
abstract, “real” and “unreal,” probable, possible, and impossible.
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3. Activity building, that is, using cues or clues to assemble situated

meanings about what activity or activities are going on, composed

of what specific actions.
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4. Socioculturally-situated identity and relationship building, that is,
using cues or clues to assemble situated meanings about what
identities and relationships are relevant to the interaction, with
their concomitant attitudes, values, ways of feeling, ways of
knowing and believing, as well as ways of acting and interacting.
sl L) alasinly Glld g ¢ sa 138 5 (CilBall oLl a5 (ASUER Aolaiayl Aiggdl o
L xa (Jeldl dia ld GlEMall § il gl udpéﬂ@u\ @A;ﬂds‘y;
SIS g caldie V) g 48 yzall (3 ylag ¢yl 3 kg ‘?5&\5 ce.@AS\jAsﬂhc_\ALA.\
Jelddll y o paill 3k

5. Political building, that is, using cues or clues to construct the
nature and relevance of various “social goods,” such as status and
power, and anything else taken as a “social good” here and now
(e.g. beauty, humor, verbalness, specialist knowledge, a fancy car,

etc.).
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6. Connection building, that is, using cues or clues to make
assumptions about how the past and future of an
interaction, verbally and non-verbally, are connected to the
present moment and to each other — after all, interactions
always have some degree of continuous coherence.
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e Different grammatical devices contribute differently to
these six tasks and many devices contribute to more than
one at the same time.
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e All together these six building tasks spell out the work of
the semiotic aspect of the situation network, with special
reference here to language.
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