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Lecture Five
Folktales

e Folktales
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o Folktales are stories passed on from one person to another by
word of mouth. These tales were not written down, but existed
only in the memory of mankind. It is only now, as the tradition
of oral story-telling is giving way to books and television, that
such tales are being collected and written down.
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e Many folktales seek to explain the world around us.
e Some such stories are:
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v Why the Sky is So High
A folktale from Bengal, India
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v Why the Sea is Salt
A folktale from Karelia
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e Folktales often centre around favourite character types.
v" One such type is the clever old woman:
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http://www.longlongtimeago.com/llta_folktales_whyskyhigh.html
http://www.longlongtimeago.com/llta_folktales_whyseasalt.html
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v' The Miserly Old Woman
A folktale from India
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v How the Old Woman Got Her Wish
A folktale from India
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e Sometimes stories grow up around real people and places.
One such tale is that of:
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v" The Two Sisters-in-Law
A folktale from India
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Fairy Tales
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e Afairy tale is a type of short story that typically features
folkloric fantasy characters, such as fairies, goblins, elves, trolls,
dwarves, giants, mermaids, or gnomes, and usually magic or
enchantments. Fairy tales may be distinguished from other folk
narratives such as legends (which generally involve belief in
the veracity of the events described) and explicitly moral tales,
including beast fables.
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http://www.longlongtimeago.com/llta_folktales_miserlyoldwoman.html
http://www.longlongtimeago.com/llta_folktales_oldwomanwish.html
http://www.longlongtimeago.com/llta_folktales_ganesh_twosistersinlaw.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folklore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fantasy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goblin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Troll
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwarf_%28Germanic_mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giant_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mermaid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gnome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magic_%28paranormal%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incantation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legend

JLﬂaY\ o3l

8 ey (g pa S0 AENAT CllSa 5 (Lda s ) Calaal) daa 8 e Y] e Losac
ot gl cald) Ha ey

e [n less technical contexts, the term is also used to describe
something blessed with unusual happiness, as in "fairy tale
ending" (a happy ending) or "fairy tale romance" (though not
all fairy tales end happily). Colloquially, a "fairy tale" or "fairy

story" can also mean any farfetched story or tall tale; it's used
especially of any story that not only isn't true, but couldn't
possibly be true.
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e In cultures where demons and witches are perceived as real,
fairy tales may merge into legends, where the narrative is
perceived both by teller and hearers as being grounded in
historical truth. However, unlike legends and epics, they
usually do not contain more than superficial references to
religion and actual places, people, and events; they take place

once upon a time rather than in actual times.
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e Fairy tales are found in oral and in literary form. The history of

the fairy tale is particularly difficult to trace because only the
literary forms can survive.
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o Still, the evidence of literary works at least indicates that fairy
tales have existed for thousands of years, although not perhaps



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Happy_ending
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_%28love%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tall_tale
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Witchcraft
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legend
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legend
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epic_poems
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Once_upon_a_time
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recognized as a genre; the name "fairy tale" was first ascribed
to them by Madame d'Aulnoy in the late 17th century.
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e Many of today's fairy tales have evolved from centuries-old
stories that have appeared, with variations, in multiple cultures
around the world.
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e Fairy tales, and works derived from fairy tales, are still written
today.
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e The older fairy tales were intended for an audience of adults, as
well as children, but they were associated with children as
early as the writings of the précieuses; the Brothers Grimm
titled their collection Children's and Household Tales, and the
link with children has only grown stronger with time.
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e Although the fairy tale is a distinct genre within the larger
category of folktale, the definition that marks a work as a fairy
tale is a source of considerable dispute. One universally agreed-
upon matter is that fairy tales do not require fairies.
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v' History of the genre



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madame_d%27Aulnoy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pr%C3%A9cieuses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brothers_Grimm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Children%27s_and_Household_Tales
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¢ Originally, stories that we would now call fairy tales were not
marked out as a separate genre.
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e The German term "Marchen" stems from the old German word
"Mar", which means story or tale.
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e The word "Marchen" is the diminutive of the word "Mar",
therefore it means a "little story".
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e Together with the common beginning "once upon a time" it
means a fairy tale or a marchen was originally a little story
from long time ago, when the world was still magic.
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e The English term "fairy tale" stems from the fact that the
French contes often included fairies.
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e Roots of the genre come from different oral stories passed
down in European cultures.
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e The genre was first marked out by writers of the Renaissance,

such as Giovanni Francesco Straparola and Giambattista Basile,

and stabilized through the works of later collectors such as
Charles Perrault and the Brothers Grimm.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diminutive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Once_upon_a_time
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance_literature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giovanni_Francesco_Straparola
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giambattista_Basile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Perrault
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brothers_Grimm
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¢ In this evolution, the name was coined when the précieuses
took up writing literary stories; Madame d'Aulnoy invented the
term conte de fée, or fairy tale, in the late 17th century.
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v' History
e The oral tradition of the fairy tale came long before the written

page. Tales were told or enacted dramatically, rather than
written down, and handed down from generation to
generation.
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e Because of this, the history of their development is necessarily
obscure. and fairy tales appear, now and again, in written
literature throughout literate cultures, as in The Golden Ass,
which includes Cupid and Psyche .
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e Association with Children
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e Originally, adults were the audience of a fairy tale just as often
as children.
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e Literary fairy tales appeared in works intended for adults, but
in the 19th and 20th centuries the fairy tale became associated
with children's literature.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pr%C3%A9cieuses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madame_d%27Aulnoy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oral_tradition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Golden_Ass
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cupid_and_Psyche
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Children%27s_literature
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e The précieuses, including Madame d'Aulnoy, intended their
works for adults, but regarded their source as the tales that
servants, or other women of lower class, would tell to children.
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¢ Indeed, a novel of that time, depicting a countess's suitor
offering to tell such a tale, has the countess exclaim that she
loves fairy tales as if she were still a child.
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v’ Fables and Fairytales Main
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v" | The Magic Mirror | Jack And The Bean-stalk | Jack The Giant
Killer | The Golden Goose | Beauty and the Beast | Cinderella |
Little Red Riding Hood | Sleeping Beauty |The Ugly Duckling |
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e The Fantasy Genre
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v Events occur outside the ordinary laws that operate within the
universe.
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v’ Magic is central to the fantasy genre.
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v’ Fantasy stories often involve journeys and quests.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pr%C3%A9cieuses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madame_d%27Aulnoy
http://www.kidsgen.com/fables_and_fairytales/index.htm
http://www.kidsgen.com/fables_and_fairytales/the_magic_mirror.htm
http://www.kidsgen.com/fables_and_fairytales/jack_and_the_bean_stalk.htm
http://www.kidsgen.com/fables_and_fairytales/jack_the_giant_killer.htm
http://www.kidsgen.com/fables_and_fairytales/jack_the_giant_killer.htm
http://www.kidsgen.com/fables_and_fairytales/the_golden_goose.htm
http://www.kidsgen.com/fables_and_fairytales/beauty_and_the_beast.htm
http://www.kidsgen.com/fables_and_fairytales/cinderella.htm
http://www.kidsgen.com/fables_and_fairytales/little_red_riding_hood.htm
http://www.kidsgen.com/fables_and_fairytales/sleeping_beauty.htm
http://www.kidsgen.com/fables_and_fairytales/the_ugly_duckling.htm
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= How does fantasy differ from science fiction and fairy
tales?

Chgiall UKl 5 adall JUAD e JUAl Caliay Cas

v" Science fiction stories also operate outside the normal
boundaries of the real world but they are usually set in the
future and involve the wonders of technology
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v' Fairy tales are shorter than most fantasy works. Characters and
settings lack specificity. Seldom are place names given or
detailed descriptions of characters provided in fairy tales;
nuances and subtleties of portrayal are deliberately ignored.
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= Types of Fantasy
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v' There are 3 different ways that fantasy writers set up their
worlds.
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v Some novels begin and end in a fantasy world (for example The
Hobbit or A Wizard of Earthsea).
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v" Others start in the real world and move into a fantasy world
(for example Alice in Wonderland or Peter Pan).
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A third type of fantasy is set in the real world but elements of
magic intrude upon it (for example Mary Poppins or David
Almond’s Skelling).
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Realistic settings are often called primary worlds; fantasy
settings, secondary worlds.
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Portals between Worlds
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Protagonists usually cross some kind of opening or “portal”
between the two worlds
Examples of portals:
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The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe:
Harry Potter books:

Coraline:

Peter Pan:
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Why do writers use the fantasy genre?
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The major advantage of fantasy is that it can open up
possibilities; it is not confined to the boundaries of the real
world.
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= Writers are able to convey complex ideas on a symbolic level
that would be difficult to convey otherwise.
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» Fantasy works can provide a fresh perspective on the real
world.

» Fantasy stories can suggest universal truths through the use of
magic and the supernatural.
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*» Thomas Hardy preferred fantasy over realism, claiming that “a
story must be exceptional enough to justify its telling,” and that
a writer must have “something more unusual to relate than the
ordinary experience of every average man and woman.”
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