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LECTURE 8

Little Red Riding Hood
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e There was once a sweet little maid who lived with her father and
mother in a pretty little cottage at the edge of the village. At the
further end of the wood was another pretty cottage and in it lived
her
grandmother.
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e Everybody loved this little girl, her grandmother perhaps loved her
most of all and gave her a great many pretty things. Once she gave
her
a red cloak with a hood which she always wore, so people called
her
Little Red Riding Hood.
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e One morning Little Red Riding Hood's mother said, "Put on your
things
and go to see your grandmother. She has been ill; take along this
basket for her. | have put in it eggs, butter and cake, and other
dainties."
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e [t was a bright and sunny morning. Red Riding Hood was so happy
that
at first she wanted to dance through the wood. All around her grew
pretty wild flowers which she loved so well and she stopped to
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pick a
bunch for her grandmother.
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e Little Red Riding Hood wandered from her path and was stooping
to pick
a flower when from behind her a gruff voice said, *Good morning,
Little Red Riding Hood." Little Red Riding Hood turned around
and saw
a great big wolf, but Little Red Riding Hood did not know what a
wicked beast the wolf was, so she was not afraid.
"What have you in that basket, Little Red Riding Hood?*
"Eggs and butter and cake, Mr. Wolf.*
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e "Where are you going with them, Little Red Riding Hood?*
"I am going to my grandmother, who is ill, Mr. Wolf.*
"Where does your grandmother live, Little Red Riding Hood?*
"Along that path, past the wild rose bushes, then through the gate at
the end of the wood, Mr. Wolf.“
Then Mr. Wolf again said "Good morning" and set off, and L.ittle
Red
Riding Hood again went in search of wild flowers.
At last he reached the porch covered with flowers and knocked at
the
door of the cottage.
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"Who is there?" called the grandmother.
"Little Red Riding Hood," said the wicked wolf.

"Press the latch, open the door, and walk in," said the grandmother.
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The wolf pressed the latch, and walked in where the grandmother
lay in

bed. He made one jump at her, but she jumped out of bed into a
closet.

Then the wolf put on the cap which she had dropped and crept
under the

bedclothes.
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In a short while Little Red Riding Hood knocked at the door, and
walked in, saying, "Good morning, Grandmother, | have brought
you

eggs, butter and cake, and here is a bunch of flowers | gathered in
the wood." As she came nearer the bed she said, "What big ears
you

have, Grandmother."

el el jla peaV) ela )l cil3s e g6 8 b
Al s il ¢ iaa il mlaa HALE ¢ Jaall Cude
Oe Winan 58 1) (e Ak 0da 5 laSl) 5 32 1) 5 anil
508 O Sl S L Ml 5y sl )y 1 L3l LS A

Lo

"All the better to hear you with, my dear."
"What big eyes you have, Grandmother."

"All the better to see you with, my dear."

"But, Grandmother, what a big nose you have."
"All the better to smell with, my dear."

"But, Grandmother, what a big mouth you have."
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e "All the better to eat you up with, my dear," he said as he sprang at
Little Red Riding Hood.

e Just at that moment Little Red Riding Hood's father was passing
the
cottage and heard her scream. He rushed in and with his axe
chopped
off Mr. Wolf's head.
Everybody was happy that Little Red Riding Hood had escaped the
wolf.
Then Little Red Riding Hood's father carried her home and they
lived
happily ever after.
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The End

o Little Red Riding Hood is a fairy tale for young children. It is a
story about a young girl and a wolf. The story comes from a
folktale which means that it was a spoken story for a long time
before it was a written story.
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e |t was first written down in the late 1600s. The best-known version

(the way the story is told) of Little Red Riding Hood is by the
Brothers Grimm and dates from the 19th century (1800s).
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v Grimm Brothers
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e Jacob Grimm was born in 1785 and his brother Wilhelm Grimm
was born in 1786. Their parents had nine children, so they had
seven other siblings. Throughout their lives they basically did the
same thing and achieved the same achievements.
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e They both went to the University of Marburg (Marburg is a
university town in the German federal state (Bundesland) of Hesse)
and studied law.
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e They were both influenced by the folk poetry collection of
Clemens Brentano and Achim von Arnim, so they began to collect
folk tales.
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e When their parents died they decided to get jobs as librarians in
order to support their younger siblings.
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e In 1812 they published volume 1 of Children and Household Tales
that contained 86 folk tales.
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e They published another six editions of this.
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e In 1819 they both received honorary doctorates from the University
of Marburg and their scholarly work on linguistics, folklore and
medieval studies continued, resulting in many publications.
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e From 1829-1830, they both resigned as librarians and accepted
positions at the University of Gottingen as librarians and
professors.
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e They continued their scholarly work, political activities and
dedicated a lot of their time to their own studies and research.
Wilhelm died in 1859 and Jacob followed in 1863.
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v’ Tale's History
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v’ Earliest Versions
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= The origins of the Little Red Riding Hood story can be traced to
versions from various European countries and more than likely
preceding the 17th century, of which several exist, some
significantly different from the currently known, Grimms-inspired
version.
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= It was told by French peasants in the 10th century. In Italy, the
Little Red Riding Hood was told by peasants in 14th century, where
a number of versions exist, including La finta nonna (The False
Grandmother).
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= |t has also been called "The Story of Grandmother". It is also

possible that this early tale has roots in very similar Oriental tales
(e.g. "Grandaunt Tiger").
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» These early variations of the tale differ from the currently known
version in several ways.
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= The antagonist is not always a wolf, but sometimes an ogre or a

'bzou’ (werewolf), making these tales relevant to the werewolf-
trials (similar to witch trials) of the time (e.g. the trial of Peter

Stumpp).
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v Interpretations
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e Besides the overt warning about talking to strangers, there are
many interpretations of the classic fairy tale, many of them are
sexual. Some are listed below.
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v Natural Cycles
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= Folklorists and cultural anthropologists such as P. Saintyves and
Edward Burnett Tylor saw "Little Red Riding Hood" in terms of
solar myths and other naturally-occurring cycles.
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= Her red hood could represent the bright sun which is ultimately
swallowed by the terrible night (the wolf).
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= Alternatively, the tale could be about the season of spring, or the
month of May, escaping the winter.
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v" Rebirth
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e Bruno Bettelheim, in The Uses of Enchantment, recast the Little
Red Riding Hood motif in terms of classic Freudian analysis, that
shows how fairy tales educate, support, and liberate the emotions
of children.
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e The motif of the huntsman cutting open the wolf, he interpreted as
a "rebirth"; the girl who foolishly listened to the wolf has been
reborn as a new person.
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v" Moral
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e Children, especially attractive, well bred young ladies, should
never talk to strangers, for if they should do so, they may well
provide dinner for a wolf. | say "wolf," but there are various kinds
of wolves.
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e There are also those who are charming, quiet, polite, unassuming,
complacent, and sweet, who pursue young women at home and in
the streets.
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e And unfortunately, it is these gentle wolves who are the most
dangerous ones of all.
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v' Meanings

e As with many fairy tales, hidden messages can be found in Little
Red Riding Hood. People have very different interpretations (ways
of understanding the hidden meanings). There are two main ways
that the story of Little Red Riding Hood can be interpreted.
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v The first type of interpretation is about morality. It is about
what is right and what is wrong.
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v The easiest message for children to understand is that it can be
dangerous to trust strangers.
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v" A more adult interpretation is about sexuality. Some people
think that the story of the girl being "eaten" is really a symbol for
rape. Susan Brownmiller wrote a book about it, called Against Our
Will.
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e Some of the other versions of the story seem to be more about rape
than the way that the Brothers Grimm wrote it, which was for
children.
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e Charles Perrault makes his meaning quite clear. At the end of the
story he writes:

e "From this story one learns that children, especially young lasses,
pretty, courteous and well-bred, do very wrong to listen to
strangers.... all wolves are not of the same sort.... there is one kind
[that is not] noisy, nor hateful, nor angry, but tame, obliging and
gentle, following the young maids in the streets, even into their
homes. Alas! .... these gentle wolves are ... the most dangerous!"
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e Some people who are feminists (supporters of the rights of women)
do not like this story and say that it does not show women in a
good way. This is because, through the story, Red Riding Hood
does not think or act for herself.
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e She does not do any of the actions of the story; she only does what
she is told to do by a male character, and has things done to her
male characters. She does what wolf tells her to do, even though it
Is against the advice of her mother.
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e She comes near the male wolf when he tells her, against her own
fear. She is eaten by the male character. She cannot help herself
and is saved only because a strong male character comes along at
the right time. Feminists believe that stories like this do not help
girls to be independent.
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e Inold French and Italian versions of the story, the girl is
independent and clever. She tricks the wolf and escapes without
any help.
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v’ Lessons in "Little Red Riding Hood""

e "Little Red Riding Hood" is one of the most famous children's
books ever. And like most children's books, it has a moral. The
story is about a little girl who wants to visit her grandma.
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e But in order to do this, she must walk through dangerous woods
alone. Along the way, she meets the Big Bad Wolf, an animal that
would eventually eat her grandma.
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v' Don't Talk to Strangers
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e Even though Little Red Riding Hood didn't talk to the wolf for very
long, what she disclosed to the wolf resulted in her grandmother
being eaten.
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e The wolf asked her what she was doing out in the woods. She
replied that she was going to her grandma'’s house.
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e [t was at that point that the wolf ran along, ate Little Red Riding
Hood's Grandma and then tried to eat her.
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o Little Red Riding Hood said: "I'm on my way to see my grandma
who lives through the forest, near the brook."
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v’ Listen to Your Mother
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e Though Little Red Riding Hood intended to listen to her mother

and "go straight to grandma'’s house," she stopped in the woods
along the way to pick some flowers.
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e As she was doing this, the wolf approached her. By disobeying her
mother, Little Red Riding Hood put herself in a vulnerable position
and the wolf pounced on the opportunity to take advantage of her.
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e Her mother warned: "Remember, go straight to grandma's house.
Don't dawdle along the way and please don't talk to strangers. The
woods are dangerous."
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v Watch Out For Yourself
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e When Little Red Riding Hood arrived at her grandma's home, she
was cautious because her "grandma" looked different. She
questioned her grandma and observed her appearance to determine
if it is truly her. When she discovered that it wasn't, she ran away
and prevented herself from being eaten.
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e Little Red Riding Hood said: "But Grandmother, what big ears you
have. But Grandmother, what big eyes you have. But Grandmother,
what big teeth you have."
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v Don't Send Your Child Into the Woods Alone
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o |f Little Red Riding Hood's mother hadn't sent her daughter into
the "dangerous" woods alone, she could have prevented grandma
from being eaten.
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e Parents should be careful about what they allow their children to
do, the book teaches. Even though the trip to her grandma's house
might have been a short one, the woods are the habitat for hungry
wolfs, and are dangerous.
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