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Lecture Ten

BABES IN THE WOOD
The QUEEN BEE

BABES IN THE WOOD
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e Once upon atime there lived two little children whose parents were
ill unto death. They begged their brother to care for the two little
ones as he would his own.
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e The uncle promised he would be a father to them, but he soon
began to scheme to possess the money the parents had left in his
care for the children.
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e He sent for two robbers and bargained with them to take the
two babes into the woods and kill them.

Laglif g 4all & ladall Y agae (i slii g (e gaealll (pa Y Cany 4l

e After going many miles into the woods one of the robbers said,
"Let us
not kill the little children, they never harmed us.
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e " The other robber would not consent, so they came to blows. This

frightened the children so much that they ran away and did not see
the robbers again.
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e They wandered on and on until they became so tired and hungry
that at length they sat down at the foot of a tree and cried as if their
hearts would break.
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e The little birds heard them and began to trill sweet lullabies, which
presently lulled them to rest.
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e The birdies knew that the children would die of cold and hunger, so
they covered them with leaves of crimson and brown and green.
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e They then told the angels in Heaven the sad story of the lost babes,
and one of the white-robed angels flew down to earth and carried
both the little ones back to Heaven, so that when they awoke they
were no longer tired and hungry, but were again with their dear
mother.
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The End
v Babes in the Wood is a traditional children's tale, as well as a
popular pantomime subject. It has also been the name of some
other unrelated works.
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v" The expression has passed into common language, referring to

inexperienced innocents entering unawares into any potentially
dangerous or hostile situation.
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= Traditional tale

v" The traditional children's tale is of two children abandoned in a
wood, who die and are covered with leaves by robins.
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v" First published as an anonymous broadside ballad, printed by
Thomas Millington in Norwich in 1595 with the title "The Norfolk
gent his will and Testament and how he Committed the keeping of
his Children to his own brother who dealt most wickedly with them
and how God plagued him for it".
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v’ The tale has been reworked in many forms; it frequently appears
attributed as a Mother Goose rhyme.
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v" The ballad tells of two small children left in the care of an uncle
and aunt after their parents' death.
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v" The uncle gives the children to ruffians to be killed, in order to
acquire their inheritance.
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v" The children, wandering alone in the woods, die, and are covered
by leaves by the birds.
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v" Unlike many morality tales, the story ends there; no retribution is
described as happening to the uncle.
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+ The Queen Bee
Jaall 48l

e Two kings' sons once went out in search of adventures, and fell
into a wild, disorderly way of living, so that they never came home
again.
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e The youngest, who was called simpleton, set out to seek his
brothers, but when at length he found them they mocked him for
thinking that he with his simplicity could get through the world,
when they two could not make their way, and yet were so much
cleverer.
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e They all three traveled away together, and came to an ant-hill. The
two elder wanted to destroy it, to see the little ants creeping about
in their terror, and carrying their eggs away, but Simpleton said,
leave the creatures in peace, | will not allow you to disturb them.
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e Then they went onwards and came to a lake, on which a great
number of ducks were swimming. The two brothers wanted to
catch a couple and roast them, but Simpleton would not permit it,
and said, leave the creatures in peace, | will not suffer you to kill
them.
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e At length they came to a bee's nest, in which there was so much
honey that it ran out of the trunk of the tree where it was. The two
wanted to make a fire beneath the tree, and suffocate the bees in
order to take away the honey, but simpleton again stopped them
and said, leave the creatures in peace, | will not allow you to burn
them.
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e At length the three brothers arrived at a castle where stone horses
were standing in the stables, and no human being was to be seen,
and they went through all the halls until, quite at the end, they
came to a door in which were three locks.
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¢ In the middle of the door, however, there was a little pane, through
which they could see into the room. There they saw a little gray
man, who was sitting at a table. They called him, once, twice, but
he did not hear, at last they called him for the third time, when he
got up, opened the locks, and came out.
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e He said nothing, however, but conducted them to a handsomely-
spread table, and when they had eaten and drunk, he took each of
them to a bedroom.
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e Next morning the little gray man came to the eldest, beckoned to
him, and conducted him to a stone table, on which were inscribed
three tasks, by the performance of which the castle could be
delivered from enchantment.
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e The first was that in the forest, beneath the moss, lay the princess's
pearls, a thousand in number, which must be picked up, and if by
sunset one single pearl was missing, he who had looked for them
would be turned into stone.
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e The eldest went thither, and sought the whole day, but when it
came to an end, he had only found one hundred, and what was
written on the table came true, and he was turned into stone.
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e Next day, the second brother undertook the adventure, but it did
not fare much better with him than with the eldest, he did not find
more than two hundred pearls, and was changed to stone.
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e At last it was Simpleton's turn to seek in the moss, but it was so
difficult for him to find the pearls, and he got on so slowly, that he
seated himself on a stone, and wept.
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e And while he was thus sitting, the king of the ants whose life he
had once saved, came with five thousand ants, and before long the
little creatures had got all the pearls together, and laid them in a
heap.
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e The second task, however, was to fetch out of the lake the key of
the king's daughter's bed-chamber.
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e When simpleton came to the lake, the ducks which he had saved,
swam up to him, dived down, and brought the key out of the water.
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e But the third task was the most difficult, from amongst the three
sleeping daughters of the king was the youngest and dearest to be
sought out.
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e They, however, resembled each other exactly, and were only to be
distinguished by their having eaten different sweetmeats before
they fell asleep, the eldest a bit of sugar, the second a little syrup,
and the youngest a spoonful of honey.
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e Then the queen of the bees, whom Simpleton had protected from
the fire, came and tasted the lips of all three, and at last she
remained sitting on the mouth which had eaten honey, and thus the
king's son recognized the right princess.

L) e 3L S 05 a5 ol gl (e a3l WA ) el ASLe @ juian
L) Ll a8 oy ) gl ) Blal) i die ol A0l 8 g6 GO
(5 _yraall

e Then the enchantment was at an end, everything was delivered

from sleep, and those who had been turned to stone received once
more their natural forms.
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e Simpleton married the youngest and sweetest princess, and after
her father's death became king, and his two brothers received the
two other sisters.
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The End

v" The Queen Bee is a German fairy tale collected by the Brothers
Grimm.
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v The Queen Bee is an updated retelling of the fairy tale about
seeking fortune, breaking a spell and discovering the identity of the
real prince with the help of ants, ducks, and a regal Queen Bee,
with role reversals and undercurrent themes of both the value of
education and being kind to animals.
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v" The story teaches some basic and profound lessons. It blends
classic fairy tale magic with modern ideas...while still allowing the
girl most deserving of praise to marry her fairy tale prince.
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v The book also has a nice reversal of roles, with the heroine saving
the enchanted prince...Gwen receives her just reward not because

she is the most beautiful girl in the land but because she is
genuinely good, intelligent and respectful of her fellow creatures."
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v' This is the timeless folktale of a young prince who undoes the
terrible spell on a castle by accomplishing three impossible tasks
with the help of some small creatures he saved from cruelty.
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v" Yet the impossible becomes possible with the help of small
creatures he rescued from torment.

(e a8 g8 B juhaa Ul glaa (e Baclue g UiSas praay Jaatiuall (e 8 el xa g
L)

Vocabulary
e Waste ful - extravagant, not used in a thoughtful manner
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e dwarf - a little man
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e ant-hill - place where ants live (made of dirt)
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e to suffer someone - impose upon someone to do, or experience
something
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¢ hollow - empty in the middle
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e trunk - base of tree
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e stables - structure that houses horses
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marble - hard, decorative mineral that is often used in the
construction of beautiful buildings
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wicket - small door or gate
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bed-chamber — bedroom
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eldest - the oldest
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tablet - slab of stone upon which something important is written
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disenchanted - freed from a magic spell
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moss - green plant growth often found on trees, in the grass, etc.
usually found in damp places
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foretold - something that has been predicted before
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tiresome - very tiring
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heap - mixed-up pile of things
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brink - on the border
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e Syrup - sweet, thick liquid

e spell - magic charm
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