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Lecture One

1-America was a series of British colonies on the east coast of the present-day United States.
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2-literary tradition begins with the tradition of English literature
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3- Captain John Smith to be the first American author, when he wrote( The General History of Virginia, New
England, and the Summer Isles ) 1624
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4-( Daniel Cox, John Hammond, Gabriel Thomas, George Percy) :Jis (5 4] US
5-Poetry was also written in those early days, Nicholas Noyes wrote Doggerel verse.
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6- Edward Taylor and Anne Bradstreet were popular

7- Michael Wiggleworth was known for his best-selling poem The Day of Doom.
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8- It is almost inevitable that given the history of the early American settlers, religious questions were rich topics
for early writings.
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9- American literature has a relatively short but colorful history.
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10- The first widely read American author was Benjamin Franklin, whose witty aphorisms and sound advice
written in the yearly journal Poor Richard’s Almanack helped shape ideas of what it means to be an American
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11-Washington Irving ;: was the first American to gain an international literary reputation (The Legend of Sleepy

Hollow)
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12- James Fenimore : Leatherstocking Tales

13 -Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson: broke from poetic tradition and brought a sense of individuality to the
nation’s literature.

14-Mark Twain: still captivates readers with his uniqgue—and uniquely American—humor and insight
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15-The modernists of the 1920s and 1930s produced such talents as F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway
16-Toni Morrison and Cormac McCarthy continue to make American literature relevant and exciting.

17-American literature like American history, although short, however, still full of glories and shining
masterpieces and writers.
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18-hose American writers, while conquering this wild America, also had conquered the great field of American
literature.
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19-From its first imitative activities to innovative attempts nowadays, American literature gradually gains its
unique style, theme and form, and it is always excited to see their works are more and more America in its true
sense.
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20-American literature is part of world's literature, however, it always has its unique flavor that cannot be
easily ignored
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21- Most critics hold that the history of American literature can be divided into six parts:, orderly, colonial
period, romanticism, realism, naturalism, modernism and post-modernism.
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22- American literature in its true sense did not begin until 19th century
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23- we always talk about colonial period as a preparatory introduction to American literature.
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24-American literature: is the written or literary work produced in the area of the United States and its
preceding colonies
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25-its literary tradition begins as linked to the broader tradition of English Literature.
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26-American characteristics and the breadth of its production usually now cause it to be considered a
) ) separate path and tradition
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Unique American style
27-With the War of 1812 and an increasing desire to produce uniquely American literature and culture, a
number of key new literary figures emerged, perhaps most prominently (Washington Irving, William Cullen
Bryant, James Fenimore Cooper, and Edgar Allan Poe.)
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28-Irving: often considered the first writer to develop a unique American style (although this has been
debated) wrote humorous works in Salmagundi and the satire A History of New York, by Diedrich
Knickerbocker (1809).
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29- Bryant: wrote early romantic and nature-inspired poetry, which evolved away from their European origins.
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30- In 1832, Poe: began writing short stories — including ( "The Masque of the Red Death", "The Pit and the
Pendulum", "The Fall of the House of Usher", and "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" )




that explore previously hidden levels of human psychology and push the boundaries of fiction toward mystery
and fantasy.
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31- Cooper's:: ( Leatherstocking Tales about Natty Bumppo) (which includes The Last of the Mohicans) were
popular both in the new country and abroad.
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32-Seba Smith and Benjamin P. Shillaber in New England and Davy Crockett, Augustus Baldwin Longstreet,
Johnson J. Hooper, Thomas Bangs Thorpe, and George Washington Harris writing about the American frontier.
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Lecture two
Colonial American Literature

1-Colonial American literature :is writing that emerged from the . colonies during the period from
1607 to the late 1700s.
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2-. It was largely influenced by British writers, and was created to inform people about colonial life, religious
disputes and settlement issues.
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3-. Many of the characteristics of Colonial American literature can be found in the
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4-Colonial American literature includes the writings of Mary Rowlandson, William Bradford, Anne Bradstreet
and John Winthrop.

aen) T LS ey (S YT sl

@ Jbexin}) S paY) aY) ailiad 5 il sa Aspects and Characteristics of Colonial American Literature

Historical

5- One of the major characteristics of Colonial American literature is its historical aspects, which
evolved over time during the 400 years since its beginnings.
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6- Great figures from American history have also contributed to this genre, such as ( John Smith and William
Penn) . (...) Jie Soe¥! Gl i) saalu anlie Ciluads




Narrative:2_nd!

_7-Colonial American literature is characterized by the narrative, which was used extensively during this
period. . 3yl elli 8 C@iSa IS i IS ()5, 3 ey Saad (5 jlaxinal) Sy 5eY) aaY)

8-Most of the literary works of this genre are composed of
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9- An example is Mary Rowlandson's narrative account, Being a
Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson." This narrative gives an insider's
account of a colonist being captured by Native Americans and describes the heavy hostility between the
Native Americans and colonists. Rowland's story is categorized as an_autobiography and a captivity
narrative.
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10-Religion is also another characteristic of Colonial American literature and can be found mostly in Puritan
writings.
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11- The Puritans wrote about the religious foundations of many of their settlements, especially the exodus
from Britain, and employed the constant theme that God should be worshipped. They also used texts that
prepared them for worship.
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12-This literature helped spread the message of God, suggesting that "life was a test" and the soul would
face damnation if that test was failed
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13- Many of the Puritan works were written in poetry form. J=il JS& e i€ (i g 5l GUUS alans

14-( Anne Bradstreet's poetry, the "Bay Psalm Book,") and( Pastor Edward Taylor's "Preparatory Mediations")
are good examples of religious texts of the era. A 4xiall Sl cpaa pllia

It was this type of writing that led to the Puritanism and Great Awakening movements. 22330 S ja J8 ¢ 5l 1aa
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15-Non-Puritan writers also used religion to show the religious tension between the Colonial settlers and
Native Americans.
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25dIThe Enlightenment

16-In the 18th century, the Enlightenment showed a great shift in Colonial American literature from a
religious foundation to scientific reasoning applied to human nature, society, culture and political awareness.
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17- Many texts were written in pamphlet or narrative form and challenged the role of God and religious life,
seeking to replace them with reason. Rational thought and science were the new themes.
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18- "The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin" and the pamphlet_"Common Sense" by Thomas Paine explored
many of these new ideas.

19- Similar texts also led the way to more awareness of social, economic and scientific issues. The American
Revolution had a large part to play in the shifting of ideas.
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Lecture three
4uiiles Il Romanticism

Influence of European Romanticism on American writers

1-The European Romantic movement America in the early 19th century.
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2- American Romanticism was just as it was in Europe. «ils
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3-Like the Europeans, the American Romantics demonstrated a high level of moral enthusiasm,

commitment to individualism and the unfolding of the self, an emphasis on intuitive perception,
and the assumption that the natural world was inherently good, while human society was filled

with corruption.

4-Romanticism became popular in American politics, philosophy and art.
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5-The movement appealed to the revolutionary spirit of America as well as to those longing to
break free of the strict religious traditions of early settlement.
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6-The Romantics rejected rationalism and religious intellect. ) M2l S8l ¢ gaila g ) (a8

7- It appealed to those in opposition of Calvinism, which includes the belief that the destiny of each
individual is preordained.s Sl ) sea jlay () e ikl

8- The Romantic movement gave rise to which portrayed a less
restrictive relationship between God and Universe.
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9-The new philosophy presented the individual with a more personal relationship with God.

G e dpim paad SV 4Dy 3 5al Caadd ayaal) 4dldll

10-Transcendentalism and Romanticism appealed to Americans in a similar fashion, for both
privileged feeling over reason, individual freedom of expression over the restraints of tradition and
custom.

11- It often involved a rapturous response to nature. It encouraged the rejection of harsh, rigid
Calvinism, and promised a new blossoming of American culture
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12- American Romanticism embraced the individual and rebelled against the confinement of neoclassicism
and religious tradition ol lEl e & )55 2 4l i

13- The Romantic movement in America created a new literary genre that continues to influence American
writers. Novels, short stories, and poems replaced the sermons and manifestos of yore.
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14-Romantic literature was personal, intense, and portrayed more emotion than ever seen in neoclassical
literature.
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15- America's preoccupation with freedom became a great source of motivation for Romantic writers as many
were delighted in free expression and emotion without so much fear of ridicule and controversy.
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16-They also put more effort into the psychological development of their characters, and the main characters
typically displayed extremes of sensitivity and excitement

L Slad il ul) skl

17-The works of the Romantic Era also differed from preceding works in that they spoke to a wider audience,
partly reflecting the greater distribution of books as costs came down during the period. The Romantic period
saw an increase in female authors and also female readers.
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18-Poe, Emerson, and Hawthorne are near perfect representations for Romanticism. Poe's poetry

has that happy, lyrical, and metrical verse. His subjects may be gloomy, but his poems contain

sentimentality and supernatural characteristics and are about exploring the human psyche. For

example, "The Raven" is about a sleepless narrator who is absolutely haunted by a raven. This man

is mourning the death of his lost Lenore and is very melancholy. The raven shows up and makes his

perch and will not leave. The man asks questions about grief, but the raven will only answer

"nevermore". This event would never occur in real life, which makes the poem Romantic. The

poem also is about exploring the depths of this man's grief.
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19-Emerson is Romantic. Actually he is transcendental, but this can be seen as an offshoot of Romanticism.
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20- In "Self Reliance," Emerson espouses the ideas of Transcendentalism.
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21- He tells the reader things like the importance of trusting oneself and that we don't know everything by
knowledge; some things are learned through experience. The philosophy makes sense but is "out there"
enough for it to be hard to incorporate into everyday life. Discussing abstract ideas without translation to real

life is Romantic as well. In he also talks of the importance to trusting oneself and
giving oneself over to the divine power of love. , these abstract qualities take on
a symbolic meaning. In was so involved in achieving perfection that_he ended up

killing his wife in the process. As virtual mentor says, "Nature in romantic literature is moral; it bears symbolic
meaning, and humans who challenge it with inadequate respect for the immanent power of the divine
generally learn lessons in humility" (virtual mentor




22-Who are they again?

So who were these Romanticism writers? First of all they were a diverse group of individuals varying from
different backgrounds and styles, but one thing that they had in common was that they were all
individualistic minded writers.
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Lecture FOUR

455 Y1 4281 s American realism
1-American realism was an_early 20th century idea in art, music and literature that showed through these
different types of work,
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2- reflections of the time period. Whether it was a cultural portrayal, or a scenic view of downtown New York
City, these images and works of literature, music and painting depicted a contemporary view of what was
happening; an attempt at defining what was real.

- Realism in American Literature, 1860-1890
3-¢ In American literature, the term "realism" encompasses the period of time from the Civil War to the turn of

the century during which( William Dean Howells, Rebecca Harding Davis, Henry James, Mark Twain, )and
others wrote fiction devoted to accurate representation and an exploration of American lives in various
contexts.
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4-As the United States grew rapidly after the Civil War, the increasing rates of democracy and literacy, the
rapid growth in industrialism and urbanization, an expanding population base due to immigration, and a
relative rise in middle-class affluence provided a fertile literary environment for readers interested in
understanding these rapid shifts in culture.
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5-Amy Kaplan has called realism a "strategy for imagining and managing the threats of social change" (Social
Construction of American Realism ix).

6-Realism was a movement that encompassed the entire country, or at least the Midwest and South, although
many of the writers and critics associated with realism (notably W. D. Howells) were based in New England.
Among the Midwestern writers considered realists would be Joseph Kirkland, E. W. Howe, and Hamlin Garland;

the Southern writer John W. DeForest's Miss Ravenal's Conversion from Secession to Loyalty is often
considered a realist novel, too

7-Like all the terms relating to literary movements, the term is loose and somewhat equivocal.
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8- American Realism began as a reaction to and a rejection of Romanticism, with its emphasis on emotion,
imagination, and the individual.
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9- The movement began as early as the 1830's but reached prominence and held sway from the end of the Civil
War to around the end of the nineteenth century.
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10-The movement was centered in fiction, particularly the novel.
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It attempted fidelity to real life, or "actuality,"” in its representation. The realist concerns himself with the here
and now, centering his work in his own time, dealing with common-place every day events and people, and

with the socio-political climate of his day.
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1- Samuel Clemens, fiction

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Life on the Mississippi
,"Fenimore Cooper's Literary Offenses"
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court

2-William Dean Howells, fiction,

A Modern Instance (1882), The Rise of Silas Lapham, A Hazard of

essays New
Fortunes
3- Henry James, fiction "Daisy Miller," Portrait of A Lady, The American, The Turn of the
Screw
4- Kate Chopin, fiction The Awakening

5- George Washington Cable, fiction

The Grandissimes , Old Creole Days

Common Themes and Elements in Realism:

Pragmatism
literature of the common-place
attempts to represent real life

ordinary people--poor and middle class

ordinary speech in dialect--use of vernacular

recent or contemporary life

subject matter presented in an unidealized, unsentimentalized way

democratic function of literature
social criticism--effect on audience is key

presents indigenous American life

importance of place--regionalism, "local color"

sociology and psychology

LECTURE FIVE

Naturalism :

American Naturalism in Literature

1-American literary naturalism is a literary movement that became popular in late-nineteenth-century America

and is often associated with literary realism.
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2- The term naturalism was initially coined_by Emile Zola,
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3-, the renowned French author who is also credited as a key figure in the development of French literary
naturalism.
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4- Amrican literary naturalism Viewed as a combination of realism and romanticism
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5- critics contend that the American form is heavily influenced by the concept of determinism—the theory that
heredity and environment influence determine human behavior.
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6- which also seeks to accurately represent human existence
Yl 2 g l) A8y Jiail s
7- a naturalist depicts a character's actions as determined by environmental forces.
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8- American literary naturalism came to the forefront of popular literature during a time of tremendous cultural
and economic upheaval in the United States.

9- The short fiction of American literary naturalism depicts the experiences of impoverished and uneducated
people living in squalor and struggling to survive in a harsh
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-American authors, such as Stephen Crane, Theodore Dreiser, and Frank Norris,

NATURALISM IN AMERICAN LITERATURE
—a iDefinitions:
10-The term naturalism describes a type of literature that attempts to apply scientific principles of objectivity and

detachment to its study of human beings.

11-, in Emile Zola's phrase, "human beasts,"

12- naturalism implies a philosophical position: for naturalistic writers, since human beings are

13-. Other influences on American naturalists include Herbert Spencer and Joseph LeConte.

14- Naturalistic writers believed that the laws behind the forces that govern human lives might be studied and
understood.

el o il Gl s ) el L ¢ s 0 samsnlall )

15-. Naturalistic writers thus used a version of the scientific method to write their novels
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16- In George Becker's famous and much-annotated and contested phrase, naturalism's philosophical framework
can be simply described as "pessimistic materialistic determinism.”
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17- The naturalistic novel usually contains two tensions or contradictions
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18- The naturalist populates his novel primarily from the lower middle class or the lower class.
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19- the naturalist discovers in this world those qualities of man usually associated with the heroic or adventurous,
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20-. The naturalist, however, discovers in this material the extraordinary and excessive in human nature.

21-. The first tension is that between the subject matter of the naturalistic novel and the concept of man which
emerges from this subject matter
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22- The second tension involves the theme of the naturalistic novel.
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23- Characteristics:

Characters. Frequently but not invariably ill-educated or lower-class characters whose lives are governed by the
forces of heredity, instinct, and passion. Their attempts at exercising free will or choice are hamstrung by forces
beyond their control.
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24- Setting. Frequently an urban setting, as in Norris's McTeague.
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25- Walcutt says that the naturalistic novel offers "clinical, panoramic, slice-of-life"

26- Themes:

-.Walcutt identifies survival, determinism, violence, and taboo as key themes.
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-The conflict in naturalistic novels is often "man against nature" or "man against himself"
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- The "brute within" each individual.
-Nature as an indifferent force acting on the lives of human beings.

- The forces of heredity and environment as they affect--and afflict--individual lives

Lecture six
1- What is Modernism?«ilaall ala

The following are characteristics of Modernism:4iaall (ailad

-Marked by a . This break includes a strong reaction against
established religious, political, and social views.
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-Belief that ; that is, the world is what we say it is.
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-There is no such thing as
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American Modernism
1-Known as "The Lost Generation" American writers of the 1920s Brought Modernism to the United
States.
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For writers like Hemingway and Fitzgerald

2-American Modernists rejected traditional institutions and forms.
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3- American Modernists include: 4Ll
Ernest Hemingway - The Sun Also Rises

Scott Fitzgerald - The Great Gatsby

_Elements of Modernism in American Literature
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Modernism was a cultural wave that originated in Europe and swept the United States during
the early 20th century. Modernism impacted music, art and literature by radically undoing
traditional forms, expressing a sense of modern life as a sharp break from the past and its
rigid conventions. In literature, the elements of modernism are thematic, formal and stylistic.
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Lecture seven

Harlem Renaissance
1-The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural movement that spanned the 1920s. At the time, it
was known as the "New Negro Movement",, named after the 1925 anthology by Alain Locke
Though it was centered in the Harlem neighborhood of New York City
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2-. Harlem Renaissance (HR) is the name given to the period from the end of World War | and
through the middle of the 1930s Depression
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3-Novels of the Harlem Renaissance:al & duagi juac Cilys ;AL

Fauset, Jessie Redmon: There is Confusion, 1924; Plum Bun, 1928; The Chinaberry Tree; 1931,
Comedy, American Style, 1933

Hughes, Langston: Not Without Laughter, 1930



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_movement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alain_Locke
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harlem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City

Harlem Renaissance Definition
An African-American cultural movement of the 1920s and 1930s, centered in Harlem, that
celebrated black traditions, the black voice, and black ways of life. Arna Bontemps, Langston
Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, James Weldon Johnson, Jean Toomer, and Dorothy West were
some of the writers associated with the movement.

Definition:
a cultural movement in 1920s America during which black art, literature, and music
experienced renewal and growth, originating in New York City's Harlem district; also called
Black Renaissance, New Negro Movement
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4- is a primary characteristic of all Harlem Renaissance literature, including poetry. The
intent of this
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5- Harlem Renaissance poetry is characterized by a focus on the black American experience
and relevant themes
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6- Musical Themes 4 sall Cile g gall

Much of the poetry of the Harlem Renaissance is characterized in both theme and content by
the influence of traditionally "black" forms of music.

7-Poetic Influences 43 il <l il

Harlem Renaissance poetry took poetic influence from disparate forms of cultural expression.
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http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/Harlem
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/Hughes
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/Hurston
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/Johnson
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/Black%20Renaissance
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/New%20Negro%20Movement

