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Literary Elements
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Style-Sound-Theme
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Author’s choice and arrangement of words in order to create plot, characterizations, setting,
.and theme
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Connotation: Associative or emotional meaning of a word usually used to describe a
¢character or situation
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<Imagery: the appeal of the senses; helps to create setting establish mood and character
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Figurative Language: Words used in a non-literal way, giving meaning beyond the usual
sense. Ex) personification, simile, or metaphor
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Hyperbole: exaggeration used for humor or to make a pointe
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Understatement: opposite of exaggeration; used to play down a happening or situation
Jhas Lgle 2 (Sae 4ilgin) alina 5 4alluall (S sle (sha

Allusion: tends to have more meaning for mature readers relies on a reference to
tsomething in our common understanding, our past, or our literature
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Symbol: something that operates on two levels of meaning, the literal and the figurative
levels
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Puns and Wordplay*
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Onomatopoeia: words that sounds like their meaning. E.g"hush," "boom" splash, wow,

S"egush, buzz," "crash," "whirr,” "hiss," "purr

Alliteration: repetition of a similar vowel sound within a phrase jump for joy. E.g. sweet
«<smell of success, a clime a cozen, bigger and better
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Consonance: close repetition of a consonant sound within a phrase but not in the initial

"«position. E.g. "first and last," "odds and ends," "short and sweet," "a stroke of luck
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Tone: the author’s attitude toward what he or she has written fact, exciting, boring, etc. Ex)
.-humor, mysterious, creepy, straight-forward, matter-of
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There are many attributes to a literary work.
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These include

Plot

il




Characterization
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symbols and
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themes.
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The theme helps give focus to the story, and therefore is a fundamental part of the
work
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Definition of a Theme

the theme is a statement about or an opinion on the topic. It is an idea that may be
expressed by the feelings thoughts and conversations of the main character
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Friendship

Friendship is a very common need for children and therefore any book that uses
«.this theme is desirable reading
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(Susan Hinton) >>The Outsiders

The story develops the theme with a gang from a low income area and one from an )
(affluent one
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Changes in the children's lives focus upon the necessity for friendship and the need for )
( being part of a group
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(Charles Crawford) >>Bad Fall
.This story shows the importance of friendship between two young boys
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Family
All families are different, and yet there is something common in family life
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( Bruce Brooks) >>Everywhere
show the relationship between a young boy and his aging grandfather
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( Paula Fox) >>The Stone-Faced Boy
the young boy seems to be rejected by his family and only as a result of coping with

difficult situations does his family come to accept him
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Prejudice
They show the horrors of racism and their effect on children
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( Mildred D. Taylor) >>The Gold Cadillac

tells of a young black girl and the prejudice she and her family encountered during a trip to
the South in the 1950s in the family's new Cadillac
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(William Barrett) >>Lilies of the Field

describes how a young black man helps nuns in a story that covers the themes of racial
and religious tolerance
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Growing Up
.Maturing and facing adolescence are common themes in children's books
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(Patricia Beatty )>>Charley Skedaddle

The leading character grew up in a poor neighborhood of New York City, served as a
drummer boy in the Civil War and matured to manhood despite many obstacles
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(Marcia Savin) >>The Moon Bridge

tells of Ruthie Fox, a fifth grader who lived in San Francisco in 1941 She must adjust her life
.when her close friend is taken to a Japanese-American internment camp
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(Fred Gipson ) >>0Id Yeller

tells of a boy's frontier life and growth to maturity by accepting the responsibility of
manhood
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