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America was a series of British colonies on the east coast of the
present-day United States.
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american literary tradition begins with the tradition of English
literature.
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Captain John Smith to be the first American author, when he wrote

The General Historie of Virginia
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Michael Wiggleworth was known for his best selling poem The Day
of Doom.
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American literature has a relatively short but colorful history.
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The first widely read American author was Benjamin Franklin,
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helped shape ideas of what it means to be an American.
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Washington Irving (The Legend of Sleepy Hollow) was the first
American to gain an international literary reputation.
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Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson broke from poetic tradition and
brought a sense of individuality to the nation’s literature.
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The modernists of the 1920s and 1930s produced such talents as F.
Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway.
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American literature like American history, although short, however,
still full of glories and shining masterpieces and writers.
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American literature is part of world's literature, however, it always
has its unique flavor that cannot be easily ignored.
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history of American literature can be divided into six parts, orderly,
colonial period, romanticism, realism, naturalism, modernism and
post-modernism,
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American literature in its true sense did not begin until 19th century,
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colonial period as a preparatory introduction to American literature.
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American literature is the written or literary work produced in the
area of the United States and its preceding colonies.
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Colonial American literature is writing that emerged from the original
U.S. colonies during the period from 1607 to the late 1700s.
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It was largely influenced by British writers
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created to inform people about colonial life, religious disputes and
settlement issues.
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Colonial American literature includes the writings of Mary
Rowlandson, William Bradford, Anne Bradstreet and John Winthrop.
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One of the major characteristics of Colonial American literature is its
historical aspects
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John Smith and William Penn.
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Colonial American literature is characterized by the narrative
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Mary Rowlandson's narrative account,
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Rowland's story is categorized as an autobiography and a captivity
narrative.
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Religion
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The Puritans
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"life was a test"
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Many of the Puritan works were written in poetry form.
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Anne Bradstreet's poetry,

good examples of religious texts of the era.
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In the 18th century, the Enlightenment showed a great shift in Colonial
American literature
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seeking to replace relegion with reason.
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"The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin"
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The American Revolution had a large part to play in the shifting of
ideas.
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The European Romantic movement reached America in the early 19th

century.
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American Romanticism was just as multifaceted and individualistic as it
was in Europe.
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Romanticism became popular in American politics, philosophy and art.
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The Romantics rejected rationalism and religious intellect.
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It appealed to those in opposition of Calvinism, which includes the
belief that the destiny of each individual is preordained.

A Lpaing lal) (51 ¢ p SlSY Cpua laal) o b

The Romantic movement gave rise to New England Transcendentalism
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Transcendentalism which portrayed a less restrictive relationship
between God and Universe.
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presented the individual with a more personal relationship with God.
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Transcendentalism and Romanticism appealed to Americans in a
similar fashion,
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privileged feeling over reason
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individual freedom of expression over the restraints of tradition and
custom.
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It encouraged the rejection of harsh, rigid Calvinism,
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promised a new blossoming of American culture.
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American Romanticism embraced the individual
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rebelled against the confinement of neoclassicism and religious
tradition.
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created a new literary genre
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Novels, short stories, and poems replaced the sermons and manifestos



of yore.
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personal, intense, and portrayed more emotion
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America's preoccupation with freedom became a great source of
motivation for Romantic writers
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spoke to a wider audience
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increase in female authors and also female readers.
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Poe, Emerson, and Hawthorne
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Poe's poetry has that happy, lyrical, and metrical verse.
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"The Raven™
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""nevermore."
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This event would never occur in real life, which makes the poem
Romantic.
dpia gy siad 1M 280 o) B Gl o (e (bl 13 Banad A &iaaY) |

In "*Self Reliance,” Emerson espouses the ideas of
Transcendentalism.
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Discussing abstract ideas without translation to real life is Romantic
as well.
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they are a diverse group of individuals varying from different
backgrounds and styles, but one thing that they had in common was
that they were all individualistic minded writers.

A g ) AS Al S iy 20,

assumption that the natural world was inherently good, while human
society was filled with corruption
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American realism was an early 20th
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an attempt at defining what was real.
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"realism encompasses the period of time from the Civil War to the
turn of the century
O adlae A ada¥) ojall (e 4l gl 3 3
Amy Kaplan has called realism a *'strategy for imagining and
managing the threats of social change"
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Realism was a movement that encompassed the entire country
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W. D. Howells
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loose and somewhat equivocal.
began as a reaction to and a rejection of Romanticism
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The movement was centered in fiction, particularly the novel.
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The realist concerns himself with the here and now
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became popular in late-nineteenth-century America and is often
associated with literary realism.
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The term naturalism was initially coined by Emile Zola,
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key figure in the development of French literary naturalism.
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combination of realism and romanticism
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American form is heavily influenced by the concept of determinism—
the theory that heredity and environment influence determine
human behavior.
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naturalism is often associated with realism
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instead of free will, a naturalist depicts a character's actions as
determined by environmental forces
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in the late nineteenth century, industrialization, urbanization,
mechanization, and an influx of immigrants from all over the world
resulted in extreme changes on the American landscape.
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fight for survival—man against nature and man against society;
violence; the consequences of sex and sex as a commodity;
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depressing, slice-of-life documentations of sad, unfulfilled lives

oyl lli A o il Ganaldll 43 Crand) 53 aikall
G ol Al ady all sladl sy 555 40iS (3
type of literature that attempts to apply scientific principles of
objectivity and detachment to its study of human beings.
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Unlike realism, which focuses on literary technique, naturalism
implies a philosophical position:
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Naturalistic writers believed that the laws behind the forces that
govern human lives might be studied and understood.
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Naturalistic writers thus used a version of the scientific method to
write their novels;
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they studied human beings governed by their instincts and passions
as well as the ways in which the characters' lives were governed by
forces of heredity and environment.
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George Becker's naturalism's philosophical framework can be simply
described as "'pessimistic materialistic determinism.”
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The naturalistic novel usually contains two tensions or
contradictions:
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The first tension is that between the subject matter of the naturalistic
novel and the concept of man which emerges from this subject matter
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The second tension involves the theme of the naturalistic novel.



they are conditioned and controlled by environment, heredity,
instinct, or chance.
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Characters. ill-educated or lower-class characters whose lives are
governed by the forces of heredity, instinct, and passion.
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Setting. Urban
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Techniques and plots *'clinical, panoramic, slice-of-life™
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Themes: 1.Walcutt identifies survival, determinism, violence, and
taboo as key themes.
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The conflict in naturalistic novels is often **man against nature' or
""man against himself"
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Nature as an indifferent force acting on the lives of human beings.
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""nature never did betray the heart that loved her*"—
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The forces of heredity and environment as they affect--and afflict--
individual lives.
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An indifferent, deterministic universe.
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Marked by a strong and intentional break with tradition
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Belief that the world is created in the act of perceiving it;

that is, the world is what we say it is.
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There is no such thing as absolute truth
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All things are relative
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No connection with history or institutions
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Their experience is that of alienation, loss, and despair.
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Championship of the individual and celebration of inner strength.
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Life is unordered.
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Concerned with the sub-conscious.
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Known as "The Lost Generation" American writers of the 1920s
Brought Modernism to the United States.
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For writers like Hemingway and Fitzgerald, World War | destroyed the
illusion that acting virtuously brought about good.
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Ernest Hemingway - The Sun Also Rises
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Farewell to Arms narrates the tale of an ambulance driver searching for
meaning in WWI.
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F. Scott Fitzgerald - The Great Gatsby shows through its protagonist,
Jay Gatsby, the corruption of the American Dream.
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Modernism was a cultural wave that originated in Europe and swept

the United States during the early 20th century
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In literature, the elements of modernism are thematic, formal and
stylistic.
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Destruction

collapse of Western civilization's classical traditions
g ) i) 4SS b el il s el 43lasll Gailiad e

Fragmentation
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T.S. Eliot's "The Waste Land," which depicts a modern waste land of
crumbled cities. The poem itself is fragmented, consisting of broken
stanzas and sentences
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Modernist literature embraces fragmentation as a literary form, since it
reinforces the fragmentation of reality and contradicts Hegelian notions
of totality and wholeness.
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Cycle
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Loss and Exile
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Modernist literature is also marked by themes of loss and exile.
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Narrative Authority
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use of personal pronouns
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There is no longer an anonymous, omniscient third-person narrator,
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many modernist novels and poems feature multiple speakers
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Social Evils
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Modernist novels did not treat lightly topics about social woes, war
and poverty.
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