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“If We Must Die”

Lines 1-4 Summary

Get out the microscope, because we’re going through this poem line-by-line.
Line 1
If we must die, let it not be like hogs

o We, the readers, have no idea what is going on, but we can squeeze out
some info from the first line.

o There is a "we," and apparently "we" are in a whole mess of trouble.

o To put it plainly: "we" are going to die.

o They must die. No choice about it; no question about it.

« So, as these people are "knock, knock, knockin' on heaven's door," they
only have control over Zow they are going to die.

o The speaker pleads with his listeners to die with dignity. Supposedly
hogs (a.k.a. castrated, male pigs) do not die well.

Lines 2-3

Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot,
While round us bark the mad and hungry dogs,

o The speaker extends the hog metaphor from line 1.

o He and his allies are like hogs trapped and cornered. The attackers are
compared to crazy and starving dogs.

« The dogs/attackers have not attacked yet. Instead, the dogs harass their prey
and delay the moment of attack.

Line 4
Making their mock at our accursed lot.

« The attackers harass in a humiliating way, almost celebrating their dominance
over their victims. ("Mocking" is making fun of someone, except there is no fun
in mocking.)

« The mocking is vicious and hurtful. It is meant to take all the power out of the
victims.

« "Accursed" is an old school way of saying "cursed."

o "Lot" is luck. It can be good or bad luck — bad luck in this case — and it usually is
associated with luck coming from a divine source or fate.

Gall Gabgill pSiles mlua e Ligudi ¥ 1



ckfu  Jead dllal) daaly cildla g oo il V lud
Lines 5-8 Summary

Get out the microscope, because we’re going through this poem line-by-line.
Line 5
If we must die, O let us nobly die,

o Line 5 starts a new section in the poem that is going to build on the first four
lines.

o The speaker repeats the beginning of line 1, but changes the last half of the
line to suggest that simply not dying like hogs isn't good enough. Instead, the
speaker wants his group to die in a noble way.

o This idea of a "noble" death brings to mind images of heroic deaths in battle.
It's still a common image today that we see in lots of books and movies.

o For a poem written in 1919, it's a little weird to use "O." But it does add some
flare by making the end of the line very dramatic.

Lines 6-7

So that our precious blood may not be shed
In vain;

« For the speaker, dying nobly means that his death won't be meaningless or "in
vain."

« "[P]Jrecious blood" sounds a bit like biblical language, and brings to mind
images of Jesus Christ being sacrificed.

« The whole idea of a "noble" death gets tied up with Christianity, and McKay is
using this to fit his own message. We have to wait and see what that is.

Lines 7-8

then even the monsters we defy
Shall be constrained to honor us though dead!

o The attackers, which were first referred to as dogs, are now monsters.

« But even thought the attackers are terrifying, the speaker and his allies are
going to resist.

o "[D]efy" means to rebel against a power.

o The speaker says that he and the people he's speaking to are going to die so
bravely that even the monstrous enemy is going to be forced to respect them.

o That 1s, after they're all dead.

Lines 9-14 Summary

Get out the microscope, because we’re going through this poem line-by-line.
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Line 9

O kinsmen! we must meet the common foe!

o The speaker uses that old-fashioned "O" again. (Kind of starting to sound like
Shakespeare, right?)

o The speaker's "kinsmen" are his buddies; they are like family to the speaker.
This may be because they are fighting against the same "foe," or enemy.

Lines 10-11

Though far outnumbered let us show us brave,
And for their thousand blows deal one deathblow!

o The speaker is really starting to get his allies pumped up.

o Their side is the underdog, and has fewer people than the enemy does, but that's
not going to stop the speaker from acting like a hero.

o All he wants is to get one good shot at his enemy.

« This shot, or "deathblow," is like that one punch that a losing boxer gets in at
the very end of a movie. Sometimes that one punch can win the boxing bout, but
it doesn't work like that in real life. The speaker still expects to lose.

Line 12
What though before us lies the open grave?

« This line could have been taken straight out of one of Shakespeare's famous
tragedies, like King Lear, Macbeth, or Hamlet.

« If we put the line in modern language, it comes out to be something like this: "Is
there anything else in store for us but death?" Morbid, we know, but this is
some serious stuff.

« The speaker has accepted his fate; it's not like he planned on living forever.

Lines 13-14

Like men we'll face the murderous, cowardly pack,
Pressed to the wall, dying, but fighting back!

. We get to the last sentence, and it's time to wrap things up.
. The speaker urges his allies to be manly.
. Putting the outdated gender roles aside, manliness is associated with being

brave, noble, and tough. Being "men" also contrasts with the first line
where the speaker talks about not dying like hogs.

. The speaker says they'll stand up to the dog-like enemy, even though they
are trapped against the metaphorical wall.
. And even though they'll surely die, they are going to fight back.
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The Negro Speaks of Rivers

Our speaker introduces himself in the first line by telling us that he has known rivers and
that his soul has come to be as deep as a river. Then he explains to us just how that
transformation took place. He must be one ancient man, because he has been around for
thousands of years. He used to go swimming the Euphrates River when Earth was just a
baby. He lived near the Congo River in central Africa. He helped to build the pyramids
in Egypt almost four thousand years ago. He heard the Mississippi River sing when
President Abraham Lincoln took a boat ride down to New Orleans. He tells us again that
he has known lots of ancient, dusky rivers, and that his soul has become as deep as these
rivers.

The story of an hour

By kare chopin

Q. Who whispered, "Free! Body and soul free!"?
Louise Mallard

Brently Mallard

Josephine

Richards

Narrator

Q. Who said, "For heaven's sake open the door."?
Louise Mallard

Brently Mallard

Josephine

Richards

Narrator

Q. Who had "hastened to forestall any less careful, less tender friend in bearing the
sad message"?

Louise Mallard
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Brently Mallard

Josephine
Richards

Narrator

Q. Who "wept at once with quiet abandonment"?

Louise Mallard

Brently Mallard

Narrator

Josephine

Richards

Q. Who said she died of "joy that kills"?
Louise Mallard

Brently Mallard

Richards

Josephine

Doctor

Q. The biggest concern in this story is
That someone died

That someone is sad

That someone is relieved

That someone feels shame

How one tells a story

Q. What killed Mrs. Mallard?

Train accident
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Car accident

Surprise

Fear

Gun shot

Q. At first what seems terrible to Mrs. Mallard?
Freedom

Confinement

Morality

Childbirth

Eggplant

Q. Yet it seems like life can change drastically, and a person can change dramatically,
in under an hour. Which theme is this?

Love

Manipulation

Language and Communication

Freedom and Confinement

Time

Q. This story is unique in its approach to feelings surrounding
Dreams

Job security

Death

Unions

Railroads

(). What are normally used to symbolize love in literature?
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Hearts
Pansies
Blood
Rings
Stars

Q. Even without being sick, Mrs. Mallard can have

Liver failure
Heart trouble
Broken leg
Broken toe
Cough

(). What fear hovers over the house?

Ghosts
Death
Time
Sharks
Bats

(). How did people believe Mr. Mallard died?

Heart failure
Liver failure
Drunk driving
Train accident
Plane crash

Q. The story takes place over how much time?

1 minute
1 hour

1 day

1 week
1 year

Q. What does Mrs. Mallard have?
A brain tumor

A heart condition

A prosthetic arm
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A big, hairy mole that she likes to refer to as a beauty mark

Q. What is Mrs. Mallard told has happened to Mr. Mallard?
He has been paralyzed in an accident

He has been maimed in an accident

He has been killed in an accident

I'm going to guess there was an accident involved

Q. Who breaks the news to Mrs. Mallard?

Walter Cronkite

Her mother

Her father

Her sister

Her brother

Q. Where was Mr. Mallard when the accident occurred?
On a train

In a chemical plant

In a padded room wearing a long padded coat and dancing on three feet of pillows
In an assembly line

Q. Where does Mrs. Mallard go upon hearing the news?
To the hospital

To the morgue

To her room

To a church

To the Maroon 5 concert. Sure, it’s bad timing, but come on - the tickets were already
paid for.

Q. Where does Mrs. Mallard look?
el gadgilly g plile s e (e Uigudli ¥ 8
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In Mr. Mallard’s closet

In Mr. Mallard’s diary
In the classifieds for a new husband
Out the window

Q. What feeling does Mrs. Mallard have after reflecting upon the news of her
husband’s death?

Joyousness

Fear

Itchiness

Freedom

Q. What does Mrs. Mallard think she’ll do when she sees her husband’s dead body?
Cry

Curse it

Go through his pockets and look for loose change

Q. What does Josephine beg Mrs. Mallard to do?

Let Mr. Mallard go

Unlock the door and let her in

Let her use that suddenly spare ticket to the Maroon 5 concert
Keep calm and not do anything rash

Q. What kills Mrs. Mallard?

The sight of her husband’s dead body

The sight of her husband’s living body

The bullet from a Benelli Super Black Eagle I, fired by a man who had gone mallard
hunting
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The Tell-Tale Heart

Q.1) In what way has the old man previously wronged the narrator ¢

A. in absolutely no way

B. by cheating him in business

C. by humiliating him in public
D. by refusing to lend him money

Q.2) The narrator imagines the old man's bad eye as the eye of a

Q.3) The old man has fastened his shutters because

A. he's afraid of robbers

.B. he's allergic to the night air

.C. he's afraid that people will see into his room

.D. they bang open and shut when the wind blows

Q.4) The narrator compares the lantern's ray falling on the eye to
A. araindrop

.B. adiving eagle

.C. aspider's thread

.D. an arrow shot from a bow

Q.5) The old man can best be characterized as

.A. calm and easygoing

.B. absolutely fearless

.C. pushy and obnoxious

.D. nervous and excitable

£Q.6) How does the murderer get rid of the victim's body

.A. He dumps it into a river
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.B. He dissolves it in very strong acid

.C. He cuts it up and buries it under the floorboards

.D. He puts it on a boat that is departing that very night

Q.7) An important example of sound imagery in the story is
A. a train whistle

.B. a watch's ticking

.C. the chirping of birds

.D. the cascading of water

Q.8) The narrator claims that his attitude toward the old man has always been
A. loving

.B. hateful

.C. highly critical

.D. coolly respectful

Q.9) An image that signals the approaching death of the old man is

Q.10) When he lets the police into the old man's room, the narrator sits
.A. on the bed

.B. on the window sill

.C. between the police officers

.D. directly above the hidden corpse

Q.11) The narrator makes his confession to the police because

Q.12) The narrator's nervousness increased his sense of hearing. He could hear

really well
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.Q.13) The narrator was by the old man's eye. It disturbed him greatly

A. waned
B. suavity
C. vexed
D. vehemently

Q.14) The narrator said, "In the enthusiasm of my confidence, I brought chairs into the
room and desired them here to rest from their fatigues, while I myself, in the wild
of my perfect triumph, placed my own seat upon the very spot beneath which reposed the
".corpse of the victim

A. singularly
B. vehemently
C. hypocritical
D. audacity

Q.15) The narrator says, "Never before that night had I felt the extent of my own
powers--of my sagacity. I could barely contain my feelings of triumph." What does he
fmean by sagacity

A. insanity
B. ignorance
C. intelligence

D. happiness
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The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Quiz 1

1. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn was first published in:

L 1700
L 1774
L 1800

L 1884

2. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn can best be described as:

L

a humor novel

L

an epic

L

a social commentary

L

an abolitionist novel

3. Huck Finn and Tom Sawyer each received
that the robbers had hidden in the cave:

> 3,000 dollars
> 6,000 dollars
> 12,000 dollars

L

no money

4. Huck's Pap returns because he:

L

misses his son

L

wants Huck's money

L

wants revenge on Judge Thatcher

L

all of the above

dollars when they found money

5. When Jim first sees Huck Finn on the island, he thinks Huck:

L is trying to bewitch him

L has come to arrest him

-
> has run away from home
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) L is a ghost

6. Jim runs away from Miss Watson because:

) > she is planning to sell him to a slave trader who will take him to New Orleans
o L he wants to spend time with Huck

. L he wants to be re-united with his family

o L he is tired of being a slave

7. During their travels down the river, Huck talks to Jim about all of the following
except:

C:

o royalty
. L King Solomon
. L women
. L money

8. Tom Sawyer has the other boys form a band of:

. L beggars
. L robbers
. > pirates

. L seducers

9. Huck escapes to Jackson Island and discovers that:

o L Miss Watson is there
. L Pa is there

. L it is deserted

. L Jim is there

10. Mark Twain's approach to the issue of racism in Huckleberry Finn is that:

o > he sarcastically denounces it.
o > he supports it.
o > he attacks it directly.

o > he does not deal with the issue of racism in Huckleberry Finn.

aall Gadsilly g pliles plua (e Ugudi ¥ 15



. L freedom

o L slavery
. L commerce
o L equality

12. The river provides all of the following except:

L

o a permanent home
. > transportation

o L food

o > money and goods

13. Jim is all of the following except:

o > foolish
. > superstitious
. L motherly

o L hard-working

14. The narrator of the story is:

. L Tom
. L Huck
) L Pa

o L Jim

15. Huck assumes all of the following identities except:

o > George Peters
. > Tom Sawyer

) L Sarah Williams
) L Thomas Smith

16. Three main symbols are the:

gl gl
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11. The river best serves as a symbol of which of the following?
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o L river, money, raft
o L river, ferryboats, bread
° L river, names, money
. L river, witchcraft, raft

Sead dlal) daaly cildla g oo il V ol

17. Jim is which of the following during the course of the novel?

o > a runaway slave
o L a free man

. L Huck's friend

o > all of the above

18. Greed is present in all of the following except:

. L Pa's return.

o L Jim's financial investments.

o L The selling of Jim back into slavery.

. > The floating bread with quicksilver inside it.

19. Huck pretends to be

o L an actor

. L an escaped convict

. L a boy running away from his abusive father
. L an escaped apprentice

when he is caught pretending to be a girl:

20. The Dauphin represents what historical character?

L

o the son of the King of France
. L a famous actor

. L the son of the Duke

o > the son of the King of England

21. The central conflict of the novel is:

o > getting rid of the Duke and the Dauphin
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L

o Huck Finn's internal struggle to come to terms with himself and society

L

. escaping Pa

. L freeing Jim from slavery

22. The Duke and the Dauphin are primarily:

. L actors

. L beggars
. L thieves

o > charletans

23. With whom does Huck start to fall in love in the novel?

o > Mary Jane Wilks

o > Sarah Williams

. > Huck does not fall in love
o L Miss Watson

24. From which family do the Duke and the Dauphin try to steal the inheritance?

o L The Phelps
o > The Grangerfords
o > The Shepherdsons

. L The Wilks

25. Which paradox is inherent in Huck Finn's character?

L

o he has a realistic approach to life but is superstitious.
o L he hates money but wants to be rich.

o L he loves school but hates to learn.

o L he fully supports slavery but wants to free Jim.

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Quiz 2

1. Huck kills what animal to convince the town that he has been murdered?

. L a pig
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. L a cow
. L a bear
. L a chicken

2. All of the following are used to find dead bodies in the river except:

. > divers

. > firing a cannon over the surface of the water
o > dragging the river with nets

. L bread filled with mercury

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Quiz 3

1. In Jim's final escape, who is shot?

. L Tom

o > Huck

° [': no one
) L Jim

2. What does Tom make Jim do before escaping?

o L live with vermin

o L write on pieces of metal
o > scrawl on the walls

. L all of the above

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Quiz 4

1. When does Jim become free?

o L when he escapes from the hut at the Phelps's farm
. L when he runs away from Miss Watson

o L when Miss Watson dies

. L never

2. What do Tom and Huck steal from Aunt Sally?
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C:

a sheet

C:

a spoon

C:

candles

C:

all of the above

Buy PDF
Buy Paperback
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Trifles Quiz 1

1. How many characters appear on stage?

o0
(0 I

6
L 7

2. Where does the play primarily take place?

L

The detective's house

L The kitchen

L

The bedroom

L

The police station

3. Who is the youngest male character?

L

Peters

L

Henderson

L

Hale

L

Lewis

4. Which describes Mrs. Peters?

L

Plumpness

L

Thin, nervous face

gl 384l g
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L

) Comfortable looking
o L Happy and cheerful demeanor

5. What do the men do as they first enter the room?

. > Sit down on the chairs
o L Warm up at the stove
. > Find a bite to eat

o L Stand by the door

6. What is the weather like over the course of the play?

o > Cloudy

o L Bitingly cold

o L Blisteringly hot
. L Raining

7. Why does Hale originally visit John Wright's farmhouse?

L

o He wants to ask Hale about the crops.
o L He is bringing Hale some food.

o L He wants to install a telephone.

. L He wants to invite Hale to a party.

8. What has been altered in the farmhouse since the previous day?

L

o A burglar entered the building.

o L The police removed the body.

o L The coroner collected some objects as evidence.
o L Frank lit the stove.

9. Who watches the household the day before?
o > Henderson
o > The sheriff
L

. Frank
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No one.

10. Where is Mrs. Wright now?

L
L
L
L

With the coroner
In custody
Under house arrest

Staying at a friend's house

11. What does Hale observe about the relationship between John and Minnie Wright?

L
L
L
L

They love each other very much.
They are too busy in their individual lives.
What Minnie wants makes no difference to John.

They never talk to each other.

12. When does Hale initially visit the Wright farmhouse?

L
L
L
L

Before three o'clock in the afternoon
Before dinner
Around noon

After eight o'clock in the morning

13. Where is Mrs. Wright when Hale enters the farmhouse?

L
L
L
L

Next to the stove
At the door
Coming downstairs

In the rocking chair

14. What is Mrs. Wright doing after Hale comes into the farmhouse?

L
L
L
L

Fidgeting with her quilt
Cleaning the house
Pleating her apron

Making bread

15. Which is NOT a sign of distress that Hale saw in Mrs. Wright?

gaall G silly g pSile s rlua (U g ¥
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Her lack of hospitality
Her queer expression
Her odd cheeriness

Her peculiar laugh

Sead dlal) daaly cildla g oo il V ol

16. After what occurrence does Hale enter the farmhouse in his story?

L
L
L
L

He thinks he heard "Come in."
Mrs. Wright answers the door.
He gets impatient when no one comes.

He hears a shout.

17. How does John Wright die?

L
L
L
L

Cyanide
Gunshot wound
Axe blows

Strangulation by rope

18. Who comes with Hale to the Wright farmhouse on the day of the murder?

L
L
L
L

George
Paul
Lewis

Harry

19. What is Hale's first thought when he sees the dead body?

L
L
L
L

Straighten the body
Clean the wound
Remove the rope

Wipe up the blood

20. Who does Mrs. Wright think has murdered her husband?

L

A neighbor

Gl Gadsill g
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L

) She doesn't know.
. L A burglar
o L An old acquaintance

21. Where is Mrs. Wright when her husband is murdered, according to her?

. > In the barn

. L Downstairs cooking food

o L Downstairs making her quilt
o L Sleeping beside him

22. What does Mrs. Henderson do when she hears why Hale came to their house?

o L She laughs.

. L She shrugs.

o L She looks puzzled.
. L She looks angry.

23. Who does Hale have his companion contact after he hears of the murderer?

) L Peters

o L Henderson
) > The coroner
. L Frank

24. Where do the men first investigate after leaving the kitchen?

L

) The barn

. L The bedroom
. L The windows
. L The basement

25. What is the women's response when Hale makes his joke about trifles?

o > They protest.

. L They loftily ignore him.
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They step backward.

They move closer together.

Trifles Quiz 2

1. What happens to the jars of preserves?

L
L
L
L

They melt in the fire.
They break from the cold.
They remain unopened.

They are smashed on the floor.

Sead dlal) daaly cildla g oo il V ol

2. What is the response of the men to Mrs. Peters' concern about the jars of preserves?

L

o0

They ask her to take them to Mrs. Wright.

They accuse her of not paying attention to important things.

They taste the preserves.

They take the jars as evidence.

Trifles Quiz 3

1. How is the quilt made?

L
L
L
L

Embroidery
Knitting
Quilting

Knotting

2. How does Mrs. Hale alter the quilt?

L

o0

She fixes the stitching.
She folds it.
She adjusts the fabric.

She adds a square

Buy PDF
Buy Paperback
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1. On what does Mrs. Hale blame Mrs. Wright's state of mind?

L
L
L
L

Tiredness

Fear

Loneliness

Irritation

2. Why does Mrs. Peters empathize with Mrs. Wright?

L

o0

She understands weariness.

She knows what stillness is.

She remembers love.

They used to be friends.
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Results for "The Tell-Tale Heart"

1. What had the madness done for the narrator's senses?
Your Answer: dulled them
The correct answer was sharpened them

"The madness had sharpened my senses, not destroyed, not dulled
them. Above all was the sense of hearing acute..."

85% of players have answered correctly.

2. What was the reason that the narrator killed the old man?
Your Answer: his eye
"l think it was his eye--yes it was this! One of his eyes resembled that
of a vulture- a pale blue eye, with a film over it. Whenever it ran upon

me my blood ran cold...."

91% of players have answered correctly.

3. During the week before the narrator killed the old man,
how did he act towards him?

Your Answer: cruel
The correct answer was Kind

"l was never kinder to the old man than during the whole week before |
killed him."

74% of players have answered correctly.

J 4. How long did it take the narrator to place his head into the
door so that he could see the old man?

Your Answer: an hour

"It took me an hour to place my whole head within the opening so far
that | could see him as he lay upon his bed."
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46% of players have answered correctly.

5. For how many nights did the narrator look in upon the old
man?

Your Answer: 8
"...and | did this for seven long nights--every night just at midnight-
every night just at twelve...Upon the eighth night | was more than

usually cautious in opening the door."

23% of players have answered correctly.

6. Why couldn't the narrator kill the old man on the first night?
Your Answer: he didn't have the courage on the first night
The correct answer was the eye was closed

"...but | found the eye always closed; and so it was impossible to do the
work; for it was not the old man who vexed me, but his Evil Eye."

64% of players have answered correctly.

7. What did the narrator do by accident-as a result waking the
old man?

Your Answer: he slipped and fell

The correct answer was his thumb slipped on the lantern

The narrator quietly laughed at the thought that the old man didn't have
any idea about what he was up to, but this did not wake the old man
up. It was when the narrator's thumb slipped on the tin fastening of the
lantern that he woke the old man up.

67% of players have answered correctly.

8. What did the old man cry out when awakened?

Your Answer: "Who is it?"
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The correct answer was "VWho's there?"

"l kept quite still and said nothing. For a whole hour | did not move a
muscle, and in the meantime | did not hear him lie down."

68% of players have answered correctly.

9. What was the low, dull, quick sound that the narrator
heard?

Your Answer: the old man's heartbeat

"I knew THAT sound well too. It was the beating of the old man's heart.
It increased my fury, as the beating of a drum stimulates the soldier
into courage."

61% of players have answered correctly.

10. The beating grew louder--what was the new anxiety that
seized the narrator at this point?

Your Answer: the sound being heard by neighbors

"...the old man's hour had come! With a loud yell, | threw open the
lantern and leaped into the room."

49% of players have answered correctly.

11. How many times did the old man shriek?
Your Answer: none
The correct answer was ONce
"He shrieked once- once only."

59% of players have answered correctly.

12. After the old man was dead, what was the first thing the
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narrator did to conceal the body?
Your Answer: buried it beneath the floor
The correct answer was dismembered it

"l cut off the head and the arms and the legs." Ick! This was the first
thing he did.

73% of players have answered correctly.

13. What was the next thing he did to conceal the body?

Your Answer: burned it
The correct answer was buried it beneath the floor
THEN he buried the body under the floor.

94% of players have answered correctly.

14. Why were the police sent to the house?
Your Answer: a gunshot was heard
The correct answer was a shriek was heard

A neighbor had heard the old man shriek and suspected foul play. The
police were called to investigate it.

88% of players have answered correctly.

x 15. And finally, what was it that made the narrator confess to
the crime?

Your Answer: his ears began to ring
The correct answer was the old man's heartbeat
In my English class our teacher theorized that the guilt of the narrator

was ultimately what made the narrator confess. Good theory. The
narrator hears a sound and swears that the sound was NOT his own.
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He insists that the heartbeat belonged to the old man, and could not
figure out why the police officers couldn't hear it as well. We know that
the hearbeat was his own, and for those of you who chose that
answer...it is true, but we are taking this from the standpoint of the
narrator, not our own rational minds. It is a tricky question. This is one
of the first stories of Poe that | read, in the 8th grade, and this is the
one that got me hooked on Poe forever. | hope you enjoyed the quiz.
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