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Abstract:
     This study focuses on the causes of the weakness of speaking in English at the General Education in Saudi Arabia. It will touch on all causes whether relating to the student, the teacher or the curriculum.
     The study will follow the method of interviews, questionnaires, and viewing the previous researches which are written in this field.
     According to the gathered data we will put a number of solutions to give benefit to students at General Education and all concerned with developing the level of speaking in English.
Introduction:
     In the current era, fluent speaking in English is a key of progress to all people who want to achieve a successful career in their life. Because it is the most widely disseminated and ubiquitous international language.
     Speaking skill is the most important step in the process of learning a foreign language. Because this skill indicates that the learner has acquired all other skills. 
     As English Language has become the first international language, problems of speaking in it must be given due concern by researchers and scholars 0f this vital language.
Literature review:
     Many previous studies have tackled this issue from different points of views. In his book English Teaching in Saudi Arabia, Al-Seghayer (2011) stated that although the curriculum employed in grades 6 through 12 is built upon pedagogical objectives, it fails to produce learners who are able to take part or engage in a basic conversation. To prove this fact, he referred to a report made by Al-Jazirah newspaper which indicates that 87% of Saudi high-school graduates felt that they had not attained the level of English required to communicate effectively. There are many factors that led to this level. One of these factors can be the way of assessment as Alhmadi(2014) said in the following statement: '' since students' assessment is based on a written exam and they do not have to use the second language outside of the classroom, they are unable to achieve the level of proficiency required to communicate in English''. In addition to the above mentioned factor, Alma'shy(2011) ascribed the weakness of speaking to: insufficient English contact hours, absence of teaching aids, and the use of traditional teaching methods. Moreover, many teachers use their mother tongue, in this case, Arabic, for different purposes in the classroom, such as clarifying difficult concepts or explaining new vocabulary and grammatical points. These teachers cover most of the important points in the students’ L1. This decreases students’ motivation to practice speaking English in the classroom, even with their classmates, as speaking English is not a compulsory procedure. Scholars have thus widely criticized using the L1 in language classrooms because it encourages students to think in the L1 and then translate their thoughts into the L2, which produces deficiencies in students’ speaking skills(Alharbi.2015). Contributing to the solution of the problem Alharbi(2015) recommended that improvement of students' English speaking proficiency in Saudi public schools requires the total cooperation and dedication of teachers, students and the Saudi educational system. A possible way to help Saudi students and English teachers reach a threshold proficiency level in English is to make spending time in an English-speaking country during the pre-service preparation programs part of the Bachelor's degree requirements.(Al-Seghayer 2011). 
     All previous studies have fixed the problem and tried to make applicable solutions but the topic is still needing more researches.  
     In addition to the solutions, which are suggested by the previous researchers, I advise the responsible authorities to increase the number of conversations in the curriculum. And to organize a competition on speaking in English among the schools in the different regions and in the whole kingdom. 

Significance of research:
     The importance of this research is embodied in the facts that the English language has become the first international language and it is needed in all field of life. This research will tackle the reasons of weakness and set the solutions for this problem through implementing a new methodology of teaching English. The new idea depends on using  laboratories provided with modern technology equipment.
Research questions:
1) What are the reasons for the weakness of speaking in English at the general education in Saudi Arabia?
2) What are the solutions which can be applied to lift up the weakness of speaking in English at general education in Saudi Arabia?
Research methodology:
     The research depends on the methodology of referring to reliable references as well as conducting interviews and questionnaires. It also adopts an experiment of teaching a group of students in a laboratory and compares them with those who study through the traditional way.
     The study questioned a random sample of hundred students at a secondary school in Makah Almukarramah about their opinion on which of the following options is the main reason behind the weakness of speaking in English in general education in Saudi Arabia. The options were:
(1)The ways of teaching.
(2)Lack of clarity of purpose of learning English.
(3)concentration on studying grammar and vocabulary.
(4)The social and educational environment.
     The result of the questionnaire was as follows: 40% of the sample chose the way of teaching while 20% chose the lack of clarity of purpose of learning English and 30% selected concentration on studying grammar and vocabulary, as 10% saw the social and educational environment is the main purpose of speaking weakness.
     To accompany the views of specialists in the research topic, I have conducted an interview with Dr. Khalid Al-Seghayer, the lecturer of English language and its literature at the faculty of languages and translation in Imam University.
     In his response to the question of what are the reasons of weakness of speaking in English in public education in Saudi Arabia, Al- Seghayer said There are many causes have been proposed for the low English speaking proficiency of Saudi EFL learners. Some causes are due to learners themselves, while others because of current actual instructional practices for teaching speaking skills in Saudi English classrooms, as well as, lack of opportunities to speak English outside classroom.
      First, Saudi EFL learners are unwilling to speak and take part in class discussions. In other words, they are reluctant to speak English in English classrooms due to many factors including their low English proficiency, fear of speaking in front others or the whole class, slyness, lack of confidence, and fear of making mistakes and being laughed at. Additionally, some learners lack the motivation to speak English. They do not see a real need to learn or speak English. Moreover, other reasons are related to linguistic difficulties. Saudi EFL learners lack the necessary vocabulary items, grammar structures, and sentence formation skills.
      Second, instructors use various approaches and techniques to teach speaking skills in Saudi EFL classes, including direct approaches that focus on specific features of oral interaction (e.g., turn-taking, topic management, or questioning strategies) and drill-based or repetition-based methodologies (e.g., repeating after the teacher, memorizing a dialog, responding to drills, or answering questions). These approaches can all be classified as traditional methods of teaching speaking skills, none of which simulate real interaction or communication or engage students in meaningful speaking activities that promote speaking. Additionally, they do not include different meaningful speaking activities such as role-playing, jigsaw tasks, conversations, group discussions, information gaps, and other game activities, as well as interviewing, storytelling, making small talk, ending conversations, narrating and describing pictures, reacting to what others say, and recounting personal incidents and experiences. Saudi EFL learners, thus, are neither engaged in a real speaking environment, nor are they introduced to one.
      Third, another contributing factor that leads the deficiency of in English communication competency among Saudi EFL learners is lack of authentic situations outside the classrooms for practicing English communication skills. Stated differently, the absence of authentic language learning situations outside the classroom presents a significant challenge to improving Saudi EFL learners’ English communication skills and indeed make them incapable of speaking confidently and fluently.
      Replying to a question on what are the suggested solutions of this problem, he mentioned some suggested solutions that might help improve Saudi EFL learners’ English speaking proficiency.
 1) Students should be encouraged to frequently listen to English materials such as watching movies, listening to the radio, watching television programs, and accessing multimedia websites.
 2) Classroom interaction, that is, teacher-learner interaction and learner-learner interaction should be maintained. 
3) More speaking activities and takes should be included in the curriculum. This entails emphasizing teaching speaking skills with equal attention given to reading and writing skills. 
4) Extracurricular activities should be considered so that students can practice speaking English.
 5) Training English teachers on how to teach speaking skills should be emphasized.
     The study also exposed a group of 20 students at an intermediate school in Mekkah Almukarramah to an experiment of learning English in a laboratory equipped with headphones, projectors and computers to compare them with a similar group which study according to the traditional way. They have been studying in this way for two months. After the end of the fixed term, a progress in their speaking skill is witnessed more evident than the other group. 

Ethical consideration:
     Names and information given by the participants in the questionnaires or interviews will not be mentioned unless we take their consent.
Limitations of the study:
     The research has been carried out by dividing students into two groups; one group studies English according to the traditional method while the other takes a new method depending on modern means of technology. This will be done in a short period of time because the research must be submitted within one semester. If it takes more time, it will give accurate results.
Expected results:
     I expect to find out that the reasons of weakness in speaking are shared by both of the students, the teachers and the curriculum.
     I also expect to witness a progress in speaking skill among the students who utilized the modern technology means.























References:
_ Alharbi, H. (2015). Improving students' English speaking proficiency in Saudi public schools. International Journal of instruction. Vol.8,No.1.
e-iji.net/dosyalar/iji 2015 1 8.pdf
_ Alhmadi, N.(2014). English speaking learning barriers in Saudi Arabia: A case study of Tibah University. Arab World English Journal. Vol.5, No.2.
http://www.academia.edu/14339844/English_speaking_learning_barriers_in_Saudi_Arabia_A_case_study_of_Tibah_University
_ Alma'shy, A. (2011). Causes of EFL speaking weakness in Saudi secondary schools in Al-Gunfuthah city. King Fahad National Library.
http://repository.ksu.edu.sa/jspui/bitstream/123456789/19187/1/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A9%201.pdf
_ Al-Seghayer, K.(2011). English teaching in Saudi Arabia: Status, Issues, and challenges. Riyadh: Hala Print Co.















Appendix:
_ Questionnaire
Which one of the following you think is the main reason for the weakness of speaking in English in general education in Saudi Arabia:
1) The way of teaching.
2) Lack of clarity of purpose of learning English.
3) Concentration on studying grammar and vocabulary.
4) The social and educational environment.
_ Interview:
1) What are the reasons for weakness of speaking in English in general education in Saudi Arabia?
2)What are the solutions for this problem?
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