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[bookmark: _Toc432688193]Abstract
	This research examined the difficulties of spelling among students learners in Saudi Arabia. Spelling skills is an essential element in learning a language. In fact, it is among the most important components in every language. Undoubtedly, lack of spelling knowledge may have an effect on  reading, writing, listening and speaking in the target language. So, to avoid this, there are many ways that can help learners to improve spelling. One of these way by using dictionary or reading. This research was . Quantitative method was used. The research tools questionnaires was applied on the sample taken from King Faisal University (KFU). A class of one-hundred students who studying English as a foreign language (EFL). The outcome of the study proved that learners can learn how to face the difficulties of spelling.


[bookmark: _Toc432688194]Introduction
    Spelling is a challenging task that requires effort and skill during the learning process, English as foreign language ( EFL). English as a second language (ESL) learners face many obstacles, such as learning how to do the mechanics of writing. The concept of writing aims is making " the writing systematic and is concerned about how to be correct in punctuation and spelling". This study investigates the spelling difficulties which Saudi students face in studying English as a foreign language (EFL).The researcher noticed that most of Saudi L2 learners have problems in spelling words. There is a big difference between Arabic writing and English writing in terms of style, organizations and structures. Arab in general are social and oral communicative. Because that Saudi students achieve high level of spooking and low level of writing in English test due to they spend more time speaking the language rather than writing.                                                                                          









[bookmark: _Toc432688199]Literature Review
	Many researchers have investigated the spelling difficulties which Saudi students face in studying English as a foreign language (EFL).
Spelling is addressed differently in several studies among these is Firth's study ( 1980). Spelling is to say or write the  letters of a word in the correct order (Oxford dictionary). In addition, the term often, but not always, means an accepted standard spelling or the process of naming the letters. In the sense of a standard, spelling is one of the elements of orthography and a prescriptive element of alphabetic languages. Spellings attempt to transcribe the sounds of the language into alphabetic letters, but phonetic spellings are exceptions in many languages for several reasons. Pronunciation changes over time in all languages, and spelling reforms are irregular in most languages and rare in some. In addition, words from other languages may be adopted without being adapted to the spelling system, non-standard spellings are often adopted after extensive common usage, and different meanings of a word or homophones may be deliberately spelled in different ways to differentiate them visually.
	Spelling is an important aspect of language knowledgeparticularly in reading and writing . Poor spelling, as Smedley (1983) notes, can interfere with communication between the writer and the reader. Sometimes a single mistake in spelling creates a great confusion. The reader can’t receive the message correctly what the writer wants to convey or he simply gets confused to decode the meaning of the word with incorrect spelling.

	
It is essential here to make a distinction between mistake and error; both Corder (1984) and James (1984) reveal a criterion that helps us to do so: it is the self-correct abilitycriterion.A mistake can be self-corrected, but an error cannot.
“All aspects of writing in English cause major problems for Arabic speakers, and they should not be expected to cope with reading and writing at the same level or pace as European students who are at a similar level of proficiency in oral English Swan and Smith in Learner English (2001). Arab students face a lot of difficulties in learning the English language. Most of them are due to the basic structural differences between Arabic and English.The students face problem while writing because they often forget to begin a sentence with a capital letter. They even get confused while writing their names, and those of cities, countries and books etc. They lose marks owing to this difficulty and take a considerable time in getting used to capitalization.
Arabic has one letter for each sound so spellings are much easier in Arabic as compared to English. In Arab countries schools don’t give spelling tests, because spelling is not a problem with the Arabic language. Arab students tend to make spelling mistakes in their writings because of the silent alphabets as in Arabic there are no silent alphabets in the middle of the words. They usually misspell the words like ‘half’ ‘care’ and ‘knowledge’ etc.
Another most common problem with Arab students is the use of commas and conjunctions, which are totally different in Arabic and English languages. “In English, items in a series are separated by commas and the co-ordinate conjunction ‘and’ is used just before the last word”.  In Arabic each item in a series is precede by the conjunction ‘wa’(و) which is equivalent to ‘and’. (Diab, 1996)
Like any vocalized language English has five vowels a, e, i, o, u, which are clearly spelled out in a text and play an important role, being the most prominent and central sound of a syllable. They help to join letters so that a full sound can be achieved. In Arabic there are no such vowels hence there is no such exact correspondence between the English and Arabic language. 
According to Prof. T.K.N. Menon and Dr. M. S. Patel , ‘The old psychology looked upon spelling as a method of training memory and was responsible for the practice of learning lists of isolated words like a parrot. Modern researches have shown that memory place a comparatively minor role in memorising spelling. It has shown that pupil, after careful memorising, may be able to write and isolate words in a list accurately, but he may not be able to spell words accurately when they occur in sentences. Hence it is necessary that the learning of spelling should be very closely associated with situation demanding correct spelling.
Significance of  Research
	This study will be benefit to the students who fear writing because of their inability to spell. Those students who are not good at spelling often feel embarrassed about their lack of skill and unhappy about allowing other to see what they have written. As a result they may be reluctant to write at all. Since "spelling is only necessary as a part of writing" any instructor who has instructor who has students write her class helping students developing their spelling.

Research Question:
  What are the difficulties that students learners face in spelling while study  English as a second language (ESL) ?!
Research Methodology:
This section sheds light on the different research methods used to conduct the current study. Afterwards, a discussion on the sample and research tools used to collect data is presented.This study was quantitative. Quantitative method is used to achieve its objective. This research isquantitative because it includes questionnaires. A Questionnaire was designed for group of students study English in King Faisal (KFU) University  . And was used to collect the students' point of view about spelling difficulties and how avoid this problem.  Data was collected from one-hundred students. Collected through questionnaire to notice the spelling difficulties among students. Finally, the answers of the questionnaires were analyzed and the researcher collected the percentage ofeach category. They were compared and analyzed by  creating graphs, tables and charts.
Ethical Considerations:
Was the study on high-level  of students . the sample of the study were one-hundred students. The students were groups. The experimental group and the control group. 
Limitation of the Research:
	 I make the study of students who sudy English at King Faisal (KFU) University. And get a good result. If a work in different level of student I will get a different results.

Expected results:
Data analysis of students' questionnaire
	Question (1) Clearly shows that  70% of the students try to correct spelling mistake while writing while 30% students do not. This means that the majority of the students notice the problem of spelling while writing. 
	As presented  question (2) 60% of the students used dictionary inside the class to avoid spelling mistake, while 40% of the students do not use dictionary. The majority of the students used dictionary that means the spelling mistake in writing will reduce among students who study English as a foreign language (EFL).
	According to question (3), 45% of the students can observe if a word correct of have mistaken, while 55% of the students do not know if word have mistaken or not. The results indicate that the most of student cannot observe the spelling mistake.
Question (4) shows that 80% of the students face difficulties in learn spelling, while 20% of the students did not face any difficulties.
Question (5) shows, 90% of the students said spelling mistake can make great confuse while 10% of the student said no. that means the single letter od word can change the whole meaning.                      

	


[bookmark: _Toc432688213]Conclusion
	Spelling is a challenging task that requires effort and skill during the learning process of English as foreign language ( EFL).Focusing on spelling hold back the creative processes of writing and students will develop  spelling skills through reading. Learning spelling will improve students writing skills. While students focus on spelling during writing they will recognize each word how it should write correctly. After that the difficulties on spelling among the students will reduce. Also, using dictionary will help learner to improve writing skills. This skill need emptions and effort.
This research used quantitative method for the purpose of achieving the objectives of the study.The study was applied on one-hundred students studying English at King Faisal University (KFU). whose level ranged from intermediate to advanced.The findings of the study complied with the hypothesis where it waslearners will learn how to face the difficulties of spelling.
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Appendix (A)
Students' Questionnaire
Dear Students,
This questionnaire aims to notice on difficulties which Saudi students face in studying English as a foreign language (EFL). We hope you will help us by answering the questionnaire. Thank you. The following question is Yes or No question. 
	No
	Sentences
	Yes
	No

	1
	Usually I try to correct my spelling mistake.
	
	

	2
	I use dictionary inside the class to avoid spelling mistake.
	
	

	3
	I can observe  if I word correct or have spelling mistake. 
	
	

	4
	I face a difficulties to learn spelling words. 
	
	

	5
	Spelling mistake can make great confusion.     
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