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[bookmark: h.6av7tqwmq972]Abstract
[bookmark: h.oz3vuosg67d5]
[bookmark: h.k0ttprtsnacw]	This research aims to explore whether the practice of self-assessment improves learning of the English language. Traditional pedagogy relies on the teacher to provide assessments of students’ performance. Self-assessment requires the students to share the work of their own assessment with the teachers. This approach maintains the students in an active learning state. Students who go through the practice of self-assessment gain more mastery on the English language, thus become better learners.
[bookmark: h.3ye6v135kkgg]Introduction

	The English language ranks as the third most spoken language in the world. Although it is occupies the third place, its importance is defined by its prevalence in the scientific literature. Scopus has 80% of its indexed material published in English, according to Daphne van Weijen(2012). Weijen states that English is considered the language of the scientific community, especially the hard sciences, for being prevalent within that community. Neeley (2012) and Clark (2012) agree that the English language is also dominant as the language of global business. Hence English is an important language to acquire and master.

	Given the importance of English, it is crucial to find the best ways to acquire it and master it. The common approach includes division of roles and constant passive/active action-shifting between the teacher and the students. It starts with the teacher being active by giving a lecture on the concepts and assigning homework while the students remaining passive during the lecture. Following that, the students are in active mode working on the homework while the teacher is in passive mode waiting for the students to turn in the homework. Once the teacher receives the turned in homework, they switch into active mode to grade the homework while the students assume the passive mode waiting for the feedback. 

The aforementioned approach can be modified to reduce how often the students are set in passive mode. One way in that direction is to involve them in the assignment grading process by utilizing the concept of self-assessment.In this model, the students are tasked with assessing their work on the assignments by finding what they did wrong and the what the correction is on their own, while the teacher retains the privilege to define the grade on the assignment and guide the students throughout the process of self-assessment. Providing an alternative approach is not enough merit to adopt it, thus an exploration of its consequences on students’ language acquisition is essential to its promotion.
[bookmark: h.2m0043fdbvcs]Literature Review

John A. Ross (2006), of the University of Toronto, cites the self-assessment definition stated by Klenowski which is “‘the evaluation or judgment of ‘the worth’ of one’s performance and the identification of one’s strengths and weaknesses with a view to improving one’s learning outcomes’”. This definition is broad enough to include requests made to the students to indicate their proficiency on a given scale and having the students judge their work on assignments given by the teacher. Thus the definition suffices the requirement as the basis for this research. Ross adds, following the cited definition, “some of the research conducted on self-assessment has consisted of students appraising their work with little interpretative guidance, I will argue with Klenowski that the benefits of self-assessment are more likely to accrue when three conditions are met: teacher and students negotiate self-assessment criteria, teacher-student dialogue focuses on evidence for judgments, and self-assessments contribute to a grade (by students alone or in collaboration with teachers).” However, Ross does not include a citation for the claim. The claim also is not mutually exclusive with the provided definition, thus it is still valid.

The study of the literature in this subject is of two folds: examination of the reliability of self-assessments and identifying cited benefits experimental applications of self-assessment.

In a study by Raymond LeBlanc and Gisele Painchaud (1985) at the University of Ottawa, 200 students were randomly selected to participate in an experiment to verify the accuracy of self-assessments in second language proficiency. The authors say:

 The total scores on the self-assessment questionnaire were correlated with those on the proficiency tests, and correlations were also established between each subtest of the proficiency tests (Listening, Reading, Cloze) and each part of the self-assessment questionnaire (Listening, Reading, Speaking, Writing). LeBlanc &Painchaud, 1985, pp. 679

LeBlanc &Painchaud declared that the self-assessments did as good as the regular assessment tests in students placement. The correlation was strong enough for them to decide to rely on the self-assessment results for the September 1984 admission. John A. Ross (2006) also cites multiple studies that examined the correlation between self-assessments and regular assessments. Ross concludes “the evidence in support of the reliability of self-assessment is positive in terms of consistency across tasks, across items, and over short time periods.”

	A paper titled “Student Self-Evaluation in Grade 5-6 Mathematics Effects on Problem Solving Achievement” by John A. Ross, Anne Hogaboam-Gray, and Carol Rolheiser (2002) cites the aforementioned definition of self-assessment by Klenowski as the definition of self-evaluation; hence, both are equivalent in this context. The paper concludes “[o]urstudies found positive effects for self-evaluation: in writing (Ross et al.,1999a) and in mathematics (but only with increased support beyond that provided for the writing experiment).”
[bookmark: h.qbofig7nd1ou]Significance of Research

	This research aims to identify whether the teaching of English can be improved in comparison to the traditional approach. It is important to identify the best way to teach and learn a language in an efficient way.
[bookmark: h.jja55cl5zxvb]Research Question

	Is an approach to learn and teach English utilizing self-assessment more beneficial than the traditional approach?
[bookmark: h.nz2x9g1mekqo]Research Methodology

	Participants are divided into three groups: A, B, and C. Each member of every group will be handed a writing prompt to be answered in a single paragraph. They all have the same prompt, but they are to work individually. Members of group A are evaluated following the traditional pedagogy, that is to be graded by a teacher and hand the students back the evaluation while they remain in a passive state. Group B members will be asked to evaluate their own writing and guided by a teacher when a difficulty arises. Members of group C will not receive an evaluation as they are used as a control group. Afterwards, all three groups will be given a second writing prompt with the same criteria of the first.
[bookmark: h.43icnrpbvfnq]Ethical Consideration

	The participants were informed about the topic of the study and the nature of the experiment. Verbal consent is obtained and they are to remain anonymous.
[bookmark: h.jzzoy9no0z9s]Limitations of the Study

	The methodology only applied the research question to the aspect of writing. Further research should explore the aspects of listening, speaking, and reading. Another limitation is the small sample size and the participants demographics.
[bookmark: h.66c3knkds65q]Expected Results

The literature indicates that there should be improvement in the participants who practiced self-assessment. As this study has three groups, the scores are expected to conform to the literature. Group C, the control group, should show little to no improvement, as they have not received feedback whether they did good or bad. Group A, who were assessed traditionally should show improvement but it is expected to be dwarfed by the improvement to occur in Group B, which is the one that practiced self-assessment.
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[bookmark: h.u878qp9qshz5]Appendix

1st Prompt:
	Describe all the activities you exercise in a typical day.

2nd Prompt:
	Talk about your family.
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