Lecture 10
Babes in the Woodis a traditional children's tale, as well as a popular pantomime subject. It has also been the name of some other unrelated works. The expression has passed into common language, referring to inexperienced innocents entering unawares into any potentially dangerous or hostile situation.
Traditional tale
The traditional children's tale is of two children abandoned in a wood, who die and are covered with leaves by robins.
First published as an anonymous broadside ballad, printed by Thomas Millington in Norwich in 1595 with the title "The Norfolk gent his will and Testament and how he Committed the keeping of his Children to his own brother who dealt most wickedly with them and how God plagued him for it". The tale has been reworked in many forms; it frequently appears attributed as a Mother Goose rhyme.
The ballad tells of two small children left in the care of an uncle and aunt after their parents' death. The uncle gives the children to ruffians to be killed, in order to acquire their inheritance. The children, wandering alone in the woods, die, and are covered by leaves by the birds. Unlike many morality tales, the story ends there; no retribution is described as happening to the uncle.
The Queen Bee is a German fairy tale collected by the Brothers Grimm.
The Queen Beeis an updated retelling of the fairy tale about seeking fortune, breaking a spell and discovering the identity of the real prince with the help of ants, ducks, and a regal Queen Bee, with role reversals and undercurrent themes of both the value of education and being kind to animals.
The story teaches some basic and profound lessons. It blends classic fairy tale magic with modern ideas…while still allowing the girl most deserving of praise to marry her fairy tale prince. The book also has a nice reversal of roles, with the heroine saving the enchanted prince…Gwen receives her just reward not because she is the most beautiful girl in the land but because she is genuinely good, intelligent and respectful of her fellow creatures."
This is the timeless folktale of a young prince who undoes the terrible spell on a castle by accomplishing three impossible tasks with the help of some small creatures he saved from cruelty.
Yet the impossible becomes possible with the help of small creatures he rescued from torment


Vocabulary
wasteful -extravagant, not used in a thoughtful manner
dwarf -a little man
ant-hill -place where ants live (made of dirt)
to suffer someone -impose upon someone to do, or experience something
 hollow -empty in the middle
trunk -base of tree
stables -structure that houses horses
marble -hard, decorative mineral that is often used in the construction of beautiful building
swicket -small door or gatebed-chamber –bedroom
eldest -the oldest
tablet -slab of stone upon which something important is written
disenchanted -freed from a magic spell
moss -green plant growth often found on trees, in the grass, etc. usually found in damp places
foretold -something that has been predicted before
tiresome -very tiring
heap -mixed-up pile of things
brink -on the border
syrup -sweet, thick liquid
spell -magic charm
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