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Dedication 

 

One of the happiest moments in life I know that this moment will be in my mind and my heart .I am very 

excited because today I will conclude a long episode full of effort and dedication that led me to meet the 

target that I have had since many years ago now my career will open me the real world‟s door All these 

years have made me a better person in different aspects, I want to thank you for being my support and my 

breath over the years, thanks to you I am where I am now, and I promise to continue giving you joy, thanks, 

family, thanks, friends, and thanks to my teachers.  

This thesis work is dedicated to my husband," Mohammad" who has been a constant source of support and 

encouragement during the challenges of graduate school and life. I am truly thankful for having you in my 

life. 

thank you for supporting me, and I dedicate this day to you  
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Abstract 

           The aim of this study is to examine the theme of the hope in Dickenson‟s poetry. This theme was 

motivated by poet‟s life and optimistic attitude towards life despite the isolation of the life and death 

experience and pain that we read in her poems Theme of hope has been handled through Poem "hope is the 

thing with feathers". However, the researcher interviewed 24 students English department at Dammam 

University in Dammam City in KSA. The targeted of this study is to study the view of philosophy and theme 

of "hope is the thing with feathers" in poetry Emily Dickens. 

 

 

 

Introduction 

            Shattered dreams and lost hope, we can overcome hardship with hope, the hope that has been tested 

by adversity hope this essential element of sometimes the hope rests in our soul, hoping to appear in the 

sunshine every new day. However, no one gets to live a pleasant life without it. Why? Because hope 

provides us with strength to conquer despair. This poem has  impacted my life, and has offered me different 

views on hope and life motivates me to out from the darkness, to overcome hardship, to keep hoping despite 

odds of success. The thesis aims to define Dickenson‟s philosophy of hope and an insight expresses the 

concerns of life, Through her poems describing this theme of hope bright side of life. Although 

reclusiveness, pain, and hopelessness in her life. Dickenson‟s poems reflect her personal experiences 

outlooks she simply considers her poems she shows us Emily Dickinson lived much of her life pain, 

particularly in her sufferings Dickinson often writes of the power of poets. Dickenson gives us the 

wonderful image of the coherence of human emotion and pain with nature. Although Dickinson often wrote 

about death, which is the most famous? To this matter except she does not also, forget to write of happiness 

and optimism, Emily Dickinson although Hope may seem slight, but she makes hope real. Emily Dickinson, 

one of the poets of the nineteenth century outstanding, which increased her fame after her death. She was 

born poet Emily Elizabeth Dickinson in the town (Amherst) On the tenth of December in 1830; she lived in 

seclusion with her sister and her mother. Although it was a vital woman, but preferred to withdraw from 

public life until extinguished the flame. Affected by the disease struck her kidneys the (Emily) prefer writing 

about the world after it removed a contemplates after her death. Furthermore, she was found in isolation 

applied around and she uses the metaphor of birds to describe the hope. Actually, poem Emily Dickinson 

Hope attributes address is within man, and no one can take it from him, which degrades the soul like a bird 

on a tree branch sing, but we cannot hear the lyrics, but the music the melody always continues, and this 

music is dreamy giving strength to cope with life events. Hope gives me the strength to triumph over 

adversity. However, to keep the spirit that is always full of hope not what happens and this idea induces 

warm feelings; because the hope is that keeps people struggling to achieve their goals will not end. The 

word wind in the poem symbolizes anything, and everything is trying to deny hope. Dickinson's poems also 

reflect your personal experience. She dealt with the topic of  hope with different views and visions in her 

poems. Unlikely to have contemporaries, how she dealt with the theme of hope is not based on persistence 

and constantly. At one point, she had seen one, but move from one idea to another a perspective of hope. 

Hard for the reader to visualize whether she sees hope in a positive or negative if she wants to adopt an  
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optimistic attitude to follow. Dickinson in her  poem, "Hope" is the thing with feathers "I hope as a positive 

approach towards life  she gave bird metaphor used to describe the hope. As a bird cannot fly without wings 

where no man can live without a glimpse of hope in his life. Moreover, shows her choose her words a 

positive approach towards optimistic. Says: "dens, soul, Melody without words." Moreover, makes her 

optimism,  "Sweeter in the storm."Emily hopes in this poem "bird with feathers" the feathers are the source 

of help and help the bird until humans enjoy life and nourished by fresh hope. Once again Hope believes that 

hope is "tune without words," because it is abstract, although there is still a strong feeling and motivated 

people. Announces Dickinson, upon Heard in the land of chilies. " Also says that regardless of how 

necessary and challenging conditions and even then I felt having hope in her life.  

 

 

 

 

Literate review 

            According to Dickinson (1961), "the poem begins by depicting hope as something that lives inside one, 

as part of the self, “perching” in the soul, and it ends by showing it as something outside, separate from the 

self, asking nothing “of Me.” This is a paradox. Hope dwells in the human soul but is encountered in wild, 

alien places. It is part of the self, but is independent of it, is free o f human control." 

 

             According to cotter (2013), "like many a Connecticut Valley puritan, Emily Dickinson was practical, 

inventive and private. Dismissing the commercial marketing of poetry as an “auction of the mind,” she 

pioneered a very personal version of desktop publishing, creating 40 handwritten, stitch-bound volumes of 

her own poetry, each in an edition of one." 

             According to Biography (2016), "born on December 10, 1830, in Amherst, Massachusetts, Emily 

Dickinson left school as a teenager, eventually living a reclusive life on the family homestead. There, she 

secretly created bundles of poetry and wrote hundreds of letters. Due to a discovery by sister Lavinia, 

Dickinson's remarkable work was published after her death—on May 15, 1886, in Amherst—and she is now 

considered one of the towering figures of American literature. 

            According to Dickinson (1961) 

    "Hope” is the thing with feathers - 

      That perches in the soul - 

      And sings the tune without the words -  

      And never stops - at all - 

      And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard - 

      And sore must be the storm - 

     That could abash the little Bird 
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     That kept so many warm -  

     I‟ve heard it in the chilliest land -  

     And on the strangest Sea - 

     Yet - never - in Extremity, 

     It asked a crumb - of me." 

 

 

   

Significance of research 

        The importance of this research, that it was spoken about a touch of the Poem of the finest poems of 

Emily Dickens, which speak about an optimist and hope. However, Emily Dickinson, which calls for the 

strength to conquer despair despite obstacles and hardship. How can Dickenson has described the theme of 

hope in this manner? Dickenson deals with, hope importance despite her worries and difficulties, fear, and 

despair in her life, how Dickenson demonstrated an interest in the strength and permanence of pos itive?. 

Hope is a theme that Dickenson wanted to convey through her appealing poetry.  

 

Research questions 

This research answers the main questions: 

What is the view of philosophy and theme of hope "hope is the thing with feathers" in poetry Emily 

Dickens? 

 

Research methodology 

       In this research, the researcher interviewed 24 students English department at Dammam University in  

Dammam City in KSA. The researcher put that describe their impressions of the poet and his poetry. 

Furthermore, students watched some film work adapted from the life by poet Emily Dickens. The researcher 

divided the students into two groups, each group had 10 students show the group the first part of the film 

that talk about the life of the poet and the importance of her poet at that time. Also, show the students the 

poems that talking about  the hope, the concept of the poet and her. The other type just introduced a poem of 

hope for them. And a week later wanted the two groups to talk about the concept of the poet Emily, and 

what we concluded, each group what they saw and found that group one had known a lot about the concept 

of the hope through theme, to know them from movies and clips tell about life and the poetics of the poet. 

Emily,  have a great background to it, unlike the other group that see only  the  hope poem for it.  
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Ethical consideration 

          The researcher followed the common ethical considerations of scientific investigations. The researcher 

does not copy or write any words or sentences from any different source without introducing and mention  

the author nickname on it, or without make reference. And used two quotation marks to highlight the quoted 

words. Additionally, the researcher told that the name of volunteers and scholars emails, their  personal 

information, nickname, and all knowledge about their personalities will keep secret. 

  

 

 

Limitation of study 

          In this research, the researcher interviewed 24 students English department at Dammam University in  

Dammam City in KSA. limited to the research category to the female only we can get the result will be 

different and more accurate if the research and interview with the inte llectuals of the male. Because of 

customs, traditions, and culture makes us trying to taking opinion their views in the field of research. 

 

 

 

Expected results 

        In this research, the researcher will expect the outcome through this research for the Hope poem and the 

role a poet in social reform through His poems and writings of poetry. we have seen with Emily's poems 

how her imagination and discussing the events inspired by the life. However, see tell us how That played an 

important role in life and Poetry is indisputable. Moreover, made poems of the natural phenomena subjects 

such as death Life, hope and optimism to whatever she was drawn for the remainder of her life.  
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Questionnaire: 
 

Interview Question: 
 
The researcher made interview and put some of the questions that you put them and were as follows? 
 

1. How is style Emily Dickinson contributed in American literature?  

2. Is there a link between her themes and Isolation experienced by her Life?  

3. Do you think recluse some of the reasons that Dickinson did not gain fame as a poet during her 

lifetime? 

4. Is Emily Dickinson has hope without suffering? 

5. Is it worth Fame  Emily Dickinson  for his poems after her death?  

6. Why the Emily Dickinson  described hope as “the thing” rather than saying it directly as “a bird” in 

Hope is The Thing with Feathers? 

7. Is it worth Emily Dickinson to be  one of the greatest poets of history? 

8. What inspires you About the hope? 

9. What are internal and external qualities of hope Which described Emily Dickinson?  

10. What is referred to as "the storm " in the poem "Hope” is the thing with feathers "?  

11. What were Dickinson's attitudes toward nature? 

 


