 *In the beginning, America was a:
-series of British colonies on the east coast of the present-day United States. 
*its literary tradition begins: 
-with the tradition of English literature. 
*very quickly unique American characteristics
* and the breadth of its production began to develop an American writing tradition.

*Some consider Captain John Smith to be the first American author, when he wrote The General Historie of Virginia, New England, and the Summer Isles (1624) 
*Similar writers of interest include 
-Daniel Cox, John Hammond, Gabriel Thomas, George Percy, Daniel Denton, Thomas Ash, John Lawson and William Strachey.
* Poetry was also written in those early days:
-Nicholas Noyes wrote Doggerel verse. 
*Edward Taylor and Anne Bradstreet were popular, 
*Michael Wiggleworth was known for his best selling poem The Day of Doom.

*It is almost impossible for the history of the early American settlers not to be mainly about religious questions that were rich topics for their early writings. A journal written by John Winthrop discussed the religious foundations of the Massachusetts Bay Colony.

*Jonathan Edwards and Cotton Mather represented:
1- the Great Awakening 
2- a religious revival in the early 18th century that asserted strict Calvinism (Calvinism is a theological system and an approach to the Christian life that emphasizes God's sovereignty in all things).
* Other Puritan and religious writers include:
-Thomas Hooker and Samuel Willard. 

*The Colonial Period of American Literature spans the time 
-between the founding of the first settlement at Jamestown to the outbreak of the Revolution. 
*The writings of this time centered
- on religious, practical, or historical themes. 
*The most influential writers of the Colonial Period include:
- John Winthrop, Cotton Mather, Benjamin Franklin, and Anne Bradstreet. 

*During the Revolutionary Age, 1765-1790, some of the greatest documents of American history were authored:
- In 1776, Thomas Paine authored Common Sense 
-Thomas Jefferson wrote The Declaration of Independence. 
-In 1781, The Articles of Confederation were ratified. 
-Between 1787 and 1788, Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay wrote The Federalist Papers.
- Finally, in 1787, The Constitution of the United States
- was drafted and in 1789 it was ratified. 

*The Early National Period of American Literature saw the beginnings of literature that could be truly identified as "American"
*The writers of this new American literature wrote in the English style, but the settings, themes, and characters were authentically American.
*poets of this time wrote poetry that was relatively independent of English precursors.
* Three of the most recognized writers of this time are Washington Irving, James Cooper, and Edgar Allan Poe. 

*Following the Civil War, American Literature entered into the (Realistic Period). 
*The major form of literature produced in this era was realistic fiction.
* Unlike romantic fiction, realistic fiction aims to represent life as it really is and make the reader believe that the characters actually might exist and the situations might actually happen.
* In order to have this effect on the reader, realistic fiction focuses on the ordinary and commonplace.
* The major writers of the Realistic Period include 
-Mark Twain, Henry James, Bret Harte, and Kate Chopin. 

*Most critics hold that the history of American literature can be divided into six periods:
 orderly, colonial period, romanticism, realism, naturalism, modernism and post-modernism. 
*Although American literature in its true sense did not begin until the19th century, however, we always talk about colonial period as a preparatory introduction to American literature. 

*The years 1900 -1914 mark American Literature's Naturalistic Period. *Naturalism claims to give an even more accurate depiction of life than realism. *In accordance with a post-Darwinian thesis, naturalistic writers hold that the characters of their works are merely higher-order animals whose character and behavior is entirely based upon heredity and environment.
* Naturalistic writings try to present subjects with scientific objectivity. 
*These writings are often frank, crude, and tragic.
* Stephen Crane, Jack London, and Theodore Dreiser are the most studied American Naturalists. 

*Between 1914 and 1939, American Literature entered into a phase which is still referred to as "The Beginnings of Modern Literature".
* Like their British counterparts, the American Modernists experimented with subject matter, form, and style and produced achievements in all literary genres. *Some well-known American Modernist Poets include Robert Frost, William Carlos Williams, Edna St. Vincent Millay, and E.E. Cummings.
* Included among American Modernist Prose Writers are Edith Wharton, Sinclair Lewis, and Willa Cather. 

*The American Modernist Period also produced many other writers that are considered to be writers of Modernist Period Subclasses. For example:
- F. Scott Fitzgerald is considered a writer of The Jazz Age, 
-Langston Hughes and W.E.B. DuBois writers of The Harlem Renaissance, 
-and Gertrude Stein, T.S. Eliot, Ezra Pound, and Ernest Hemingway writers of The Lost Generation.
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