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The origins of children’s literature

By the end of the 18th century, children’s literature was a
flourishing, separate and secure part of the publishing industry in
Britain
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As many as 50 children’s books were being printed each year,
mostly in London
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Also in regional centers such as Edinburgh, York and Newcastle. By
today’s standards, these books can seem pretty dry
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They were often very moralising and pious. However, the books
were clearly meant to please their readers, whether with
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Early writing for children

At the beginning of the century very few such enjoyable books for
children had existed. Children read, certainly, but the books that
they probably enjoyed reading (or hearing) most, were not

designed especially for them
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Fables were available, and fairy stories, lengthy chivalric romances,
and short, affordable pamphlet tales and ballads called chapbooks
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But these were published for children and adults alike. Take
Nathaniel Crouch's Winter-Evenings Entertainments (1687). It
contains riddles, pictures, and ‘pleasant and delightful relations
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Introduction:

The books that were published especially for children before the
mid-18th century were almost always remorselessly instructional
(spelling books, school books, and conduct books)
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Godly books of the sort produced from the 1670s by Puritans like
John Bunyan are a case in point. James Jane ways
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Token for Children (1671-72) gives what its subtitle describes as ‘an
Exact Account of the Conversion, Holy and Exemplary Lives and
Joyful Deaths of Several Young Children’. These children lie on their
deathbeds, giving accounts of the sins too often committed by
children — idleness, disobedience, inattention to lessons,

boisterousness, neglecting religious duties
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The 18th century

In the first half of the 18th century a few books that did not have an
obviously instructional or religious agenda were published
especially for children
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A Little Book for Little Children (c.1712), which included riddles and
rhymes;
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Copiously illustrated bestiary, A Description of Three Hundred
Animals (1730)
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Second part of which was published ‘particularly for the
entertainment of youth’
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The turning point came in the 1740s, when a cluster of London
publishers began to produce new books designed to instruct and
delight young readers
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Thomas Boreman was one, who followed his Description of Three
Hundred Animals with a series of illustrated histories of London
landmarks jokily
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was Mary Cooper, whose two-volume Tommy Thumb's Pretty Song
Book (1744) is the first known nursery rhyme collection, featuring
early versions of well-known classics like ‘Bah, bah, a black sheep’,

‘Hickory dickory dock’, ‘London Bridge
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The father of children’s literature
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But the most celebrated of these pioneers is John Newbery, whose
first book for the entertainment of children was A Little Pretty
Pocket-Book
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Intended for the Instruction and Amusement of Little Master
Tommy and Pretty Miss Polly (c.1744)
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Newbery advertised it as being sold with a ball (for a boy) and a
pincushion (for a girl) — these toys were to be used to record the
owner’s good and bad deeds

(By means of pins stuck either to the black side of the ball or
pincushion, or the red).
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. Newbery’s books perfectly embodied the educational ideas of
John Locke, who had advocated teaching through amusement.
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Newbery has become known as the ‘father of children's literature

Was able to show that publishing children’s books could be a
commercial success.
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His children’s book business flourished, and, following his death in
1767, it was taken over by his descendants, s
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Surviving into the 19th century. Newbery was a great innovator too.
He produced the first children’s periodical
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, The History of Little Goody Two-Shoes (1765) has a good claim to
be called the first children’s novel. It tells the story of a poor
orphan, Margery, who makes a career for herself as a teacher
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A rapid expansion of children’s literature
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The reasons for this sudden rise of children's literature have never
been fully explained.
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Equally significant were structural factors, including the growth of a

sizeable middle class, technical developments in book production,
the influence of new educational theories
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S, the result was a rapid expansion of children’s literature through
the second half of the 18th century
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So that by the early 1800s, the children’s book business was
booming.
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Children's Genres

YA Lit zllaadl paiia sa- Young adolescent literature or

Typically, Children's books are classified by the following genre:
)5V Cen JlakY) ) Cayial Sy

1- Picture Books.: Children's books that provide a "visual
experience"
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There may or may not be text with the book
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The content of the book, however, can be fully explained or
illustrated with pictures
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Picture books do not even need to tell stories they might illustrate
letters of the alphabet or numbers
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A picture book may even tell a story entirely with illustrations
these books are published in a small,
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Something that children can actually hold in their small hands -

These books are called hand- books.

2- Picture Story Books: Children's books that contain pictures or
illustrations that complement the story, often mirroring the plot.
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Both the text and the illustrations are important to the
development of the story.
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The pictures are the "eye-candy" that get people's attention, but
the text is also needed to complete the story
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. 3- Traditional Literature.: Stories that are passed down from
generation to generation,

Juasddls Ll - They provide a link between the past and the future.
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Traditional literature is a great starting point to introduce children
to the concept of a story and introduce them to different types of
stories or genres. We can further break traditional literature down

as
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Folktales: These feature common folks, such as peasants, and
commonplace events. There maybe be some "make-believe"
elements, like talking animals, but the stories, overall, sound
logical - even realistic. Folk tales seek to explain things about life,

nature, or the human condition

Sl JUiel el e Gl cla AN 5 oIt Uil Ll e e ) cULISA
Il gl S Grraaill o Lad e &l puad ealinll (s seiy i Gl GiaaY) s
) e ) KA )y iy iaie 535 Jlaa Y Gl (S0 IS5 3l

es¥ sl Al L) Jsa oLl 7

Fairy Tales: Also called "magic stories," these are filled with
dreamlike possibility. Fairy tales feature magical and enchanted
forces. They always have a "happily ever after" ending, where good

is rewarded and evil is punished.
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Fables: Short stories, in verse or prose, with a moral ending. These
types of stories are credited Aesop (6th century BC), who told tales
of animals and other inanimate objects that teach lessons about

life.
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Legends: While based in history, these stories embellish the life of
a real person. The facts

And adventures of the person are exaggerated, making the
individual famous for their deeds
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Myths: Some stories have to be told as related tales to be
meaningful. Myths portray themselves as representing a distant
past. They contain common themes and characters, often
"gods." Myths attempt to explain the beginning of the world,
natural phenomena, the relationships between the gods and
humans, and the origins of civilization. Myths, like legends, are
stories told as though they were true.
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3- Historical Fiction.
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These are stories that are written to portray a time or convey
information about a specific time period or an historical event.
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Use historical fiction to create drama and interest based on real
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When these books are written for young readers, they are called
chapter books because they expand the concept of a story by
presenting a tale in segments, each building on the last and leading
to a final resolution (Note that "hand-books" are not a genre, but
are a format for a book). Children's historical fiction features youth
a playing an important, participatory role in history
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5- Modern Fantasy

The stories are contemporary or are nondescript as to when they
occur. They are imaginative tales require young readers to accept
elements and story lines that clearly cannot be true -
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The stories may be based on animals that talk,
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Elements of science fiction, supernatural or horror, or combinations
of these elements. When written for young readers, these books
are called chapter books
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A format that breaks a story into sequential chapters that move
towards a final resolution. "Charlotte's Web," "Winnie the Pooh,"
"Alice in Wonderland", "Willie Wonka and the Chocolate Factory,"
and "The Wizard of Oz" are all examples of modern fantasy written

for young readers up to 12 years old
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6- Realistic Fiction

Books that are written for today's youths, representing
contemporary times, based on real-world situations are called
realistic fictions
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These stories are based on current events
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Show young readers how they too can conquer their problems
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7- Non-fiction or Informational Books. Books that are designed to
help readers learn more about real things.
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They provide young readers information without the literary
devises common to fiction
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They can be a challenging genre for children because a given
presentation about the real-world has to assume something about
a reader's abilities, understanding or interests
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The challenge is to match high interest topics with appropriate
reading levels and background knowledge
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8- Biography. A form of non-fiction that is based on the life of a
person.
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Children enjoy reading stories about other people - biographies
and form an effective "bridge" between storytelling and nonfiction
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Always published about notable people in notable fields,
biographies are often used to introduce children to the concept of
nonfiction.
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9 - Poetry and Drama.

Poems and drama are important genres that introduce children to
verse, prose, rhythm, rhyme, writing styles, literary devices,
symbolism, analogies, and metaphors.
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Are written at different reading levels so that a young reader's
interests can be matched with text that is consistent with their
abilities.
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