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Children's literature boomed during the
1800s for several reasons. Paper and
printing became widely available and
affordable, and more people were
Jlearning how to read
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In Russia, juvenile literature reached
,children through a number of magazines
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Lecture Four

Children’s Literature- Historical Background
Agag Al Adlad - JilW) Qs

1800s
Children's literature boomed during the 1800s for several reasons. Paper and
printing became widely available and affordable, and more people were
learning how to read.
1800s
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The population boom across the West meant there was a greater children's
literature market, and Luropean colonization spread books, including those

for children, around the globe
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The Crescent Moon by Rabindranath Tagore illus. by Nandalall Bose,
Macmillan 1913,
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In India, Chrisuan missionaries established the Calcutta School-Book
Society in 1817, creating a separate genre for children's literature in that
country,
gl las 1817 A USSIS A el GUSH daan & paasdll O sl LG ¢ 2l A
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Magazines and books for children in native languages soon appeared. In the
latter half of the century, Raja Shivprasad wrote several well-known books
in Hindustani,
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&numbcr of respected Bengali writers began producing Bengali liter ;mus
or children in the 1800s, including [shwar Chandra Vidvasagar, who
translated some stories and wrote others himself,
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Nobel Prize winner Rabindranath Tagore wrote plays, stories, and poems for
children, including only one illustrated work by painter Nandalal Bose. They
worked from the end of the 1800s into the beginning of the 20th-century.
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Tagore's work was later translated into English, with Bose's pictures.l3char
Lal Puri was the earliest wniter for children in Punjabi. His stories were
didactic in nature. Furtherrmore, Acsop's Fables were translated into 1elegu
by Kandukurn Veeresalingam in 1898.
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El Russia, juvenile literature reached children through a number of
magazines, which introduced Russian folk tales to readers and spread around
the large country} Alcksandr Afanasyev collected over 600 traditional
stories, releasing a special children's edition of his eight-volume Russian
Folk Tales in 1871, Books written specifically for girls developed in the
1870s and 1880s.
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Two scholars in Norway, Peter Christen_Asbjernsen and Jorgen Moe,
collected Norwegian fairy tales and published them in pamphlet form. Their
book, Nonvegian Folktales is often referred to as Asbjornsen and Moe. The
1859 translation into English by George Webbe Dasent, helped increase the
stories' influence.
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Children's literature in Westem Europe and the United States began to
change in the 1800s. The didacticism of the previous age began to make way
for more humorous, child-oriented books. Chapbooks were still being
published, many specifically for children, abridging classic fairy tales and
popular novels like Robinson Crusoc
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. Danish author and poet Hans Chostian Andersen traveled through Europe
and produced many well-known fairy tales in the first half of the century.
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keeping with the didactic nature of Swiss children's literature}in 1812 and
1813.
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In Switzerland, a pastor's son released his father's manuscrifl| a story

The Swiss Family Robinson by Johann David Wyss became popular after
Isabelle de Montolicu translated and adapted it into French.
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A number of English language books also appeared during the 1800s.
‘ham Roscoc's story poem Jhie Butterfly's /»’.z/Dﬂ 1802 is considered a
"landmark publication” in fantasy literature, TonmBrown's School Days by
[ homas Hughes, which appeared in 1857, 1s considered the founding book

in the school story tradition.
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900s
&lndia. many writers of stature in the Hindustani began writing books for
ildren. The first full-length children's book was Khar Khar Mahadev by
Narain Dixat, whygh was serialized in one of the popular children's
magazines in l‘)lusi‘&)lhcr writers include Premchand, and poet Sohan Lal
Dwivedi.
1900s
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In 1919, Sukumar Ray wrote and illustrated nonsense rhymes in the Bengali
language, and children's writer and artist Abanindranath Tagore finished
Barngtarbratn. Benagli children's literature flourished in the later part of the
twentieth century

Al ARl A5 ) geaall Dile) gl y (A gl iy 1) e S am EE1919 ple A
Jl.lkw "I)Ll*\ _ﬂS Q)AJ)‘J J\})Llu)b J,&‘.L Qh\)%‘ dl.ﬂ.l\, JLIL&)'\ ._ﬂs ﬁlas"
Ol A e a6 all A

Educator Cijubhar Badheka published over 200 children's books in the
GCujarat language, and many of them are still popular. In 1957, political
cartoonist K. Shankar Pillal founded the Children's Book Trust publishing
company. Children's magazines, available in many languages, were
widespread throughout India during this century
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The Chinese Revolution ot 1911 and World War 11 brought political and
social change that revolutionized children's literature in China, Western
science, technology, and literature became fashionable.
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The first pieces of literature intended solely for Chinese children were
translations of Acsop's fables, Westem fairy tales, and The Arabian Nights.
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China's first modern publishing firm, Commercial Press, established several
children's magazines, which included Yourh Magazine, and Educational
Pictures for Children.
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The Chinese Revolution of 1949 changed children's literature again. Many
children's writers were denounced, but Tianyi and Y ¢ Shengtao continued to
write for children and created works that aligned with Maoist ideology.
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The 1976 death of Muo Zedong provoked more changes sweep China, Many
writers from the early part of the century were brought back, and their work
became available again.,
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In 1990, General Anthology of Modem Children's Literature of China, a
fifteen-volume anthology of children's literature since the 1920s, was
released
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Children's non-fiction gained great importance in Russia at the beginning of

the century. A ten-volume children's encyclopedia was published between
1913 and 1914,
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Vasily Avenarius wrote fictionalized biographies of important people like
Nikolai Gogol and Alexander Pushkin.
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Realism took a gloomy turn by frequently showing the maltreatment of
children from lower classes. The most popular boys' material was Sherlock
Holmes, and similar stories from detective magazines.
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The state took control of children's literature during the October Revolution.
Maksim Gorky edited the first children's, Northern Lights, under Sovict rule.
People often label the 1920s as the Golden Age of Children's Literature in
Russia.
3l Jalal Jgl el (S8 apeSla pli |y 815, 55 J3A Jaba¥l ol e A pall & plases
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In 1932, professional writers in the Soviet Union formed the USSR _Union of_
Wiiters, which served as the writer's organization of the Communist Party.
With a children's branch, the official oversight of the professional
organization brought children's writers under the control of the state and the
police.
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More political changes in Russia after World War Il brought further change
in children's literature. Today, the field is in a state of flux because some
older authors are being rediscovered and others are being abandoned.
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In 1997, ). K. Rowling published the first book in the /e Harry Ponter
Series in England. Despite its huge success, the children's book market in
Britain suffered at the end of the century due to a difficult economy and
competition from television and video games. However, picture books
continue to do well.
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Scholarship
Professional organizations, dedicated publications, individual researchers

and university courses conduct scholarship on children's literature.
Scholarship in children's literaweg is primarily conducted in three different
disciplinary fields: literary stu@litcramrc and language departments),
library and information science, and education. (Wolf; et al., 2011).

2000s
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Typically, children's literature scholars from literature departments in
universities (English, German, Spanish, etc. departments) conduct literary
analysis of books. This litcrary criticism may focus on an author, a thematic
or topical concem, genre, period, or literary device.
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T'he results of this type of research are typically published *ybooks or
articles in scholarly joumals, including Children's Lilcratu:'c}\sswialion
Quarterly, Children's Literature in Education, Children's Literature, The
Lion and the Unicom, and Intemational Research in Children's Literature.
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Most educational researchers studying children's literature explore issues
related to the use of children's literature in classroom settings.
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They may also topics such as home use, children's out-of-school
reading, or parentsQuse of children's books. Teachers typically use children's
literature to augmdit classroom instruction.
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Scholarly associations and centers include The Children's Literature
Association, the Intemational Research Society for Children's Literature, the
Library Association Youth Libranes Group ete...
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Lecture Five

The ongins of children’s literature
J.i.‘n‘\)'\ ~._:.‘4i J}.@\

By the end of the 18th century, children’s literature was a flourishing,
separate and secure part of the publishing industry in Britain.

) Ao Ui (e Ul s Slitsa s 158330 16 Ja JULYI ool S ¢ e Gall o8 Ales shay
L
Perhaps as many as 50 children’s books were being printed each year,
mostly in London, but also in regional centres such as Edinburgh, York and
Newcastle. By today’s standards, these books can seem pretty dry, and the
were often very moralising and pious.
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But the books were clearly meant to please their readers, whether with
entertaining stories and appealing characters, the pleasant tone of the
writing, or attractive illustrations and eye-catching page layouts and
bindings
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Early writing for children
At the beginning of the century very few such enjoyable books for children

had existed. Children read, certainly, but the books that they probably
enjoyed reading (or hearing) most, were not designed especially for them.
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Fables were available, and fairy stories, lengthy chivalric romances, and
short, affordable pamphlet tales and ballads called chapbooks, but these
were published for children and adults alike. Take Nathaniel Crouch’s
Winter-Evenings Entertainments (1687).
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It contains riddles, pictures, and ‘pleasant and delightful relations of many
rare and notable accidents and occurrences’ which has suggested to some
that it should be thought of as an early children’s bool§ However, its title-
page iwesgts that it is ‘excellently accommodated to the*fmcies of old or
youngj
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Meanwhile, the books that were published especially for children before the
mid-18th century were almost always remorselessly instructional (spelling
books, school books, conduct books) or deeply pious. Yet just because a
book seems dull or disciplinary to us today, this doesn’t mean that children
at the time didn’t enjoy it.
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Godly books of the sort produced from the 1670s by Puritans like John
Bunyan are a case in point. James Janeway's A Token for Children (1671-
72) gives what its subtitle describes as *an Exact Account of the Conversion,
Holy and Exemplary Lives and Joyful Deaths of Several Young Children’.
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These children lie on their deathbeds, giving accounts of the sins too often
committed by children — idleness, disobedience, inattention to lessons,
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boisterousness, neglecting religious duties — but tell those assembled round
them that rescue awaits all who abandon such wickedness, and they explain
how happy they are to be going to their eternal reward.
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Hardly fun, we might think, yet memoirs and letters, as well as continuing
sales over more than a century, testify to young readers’ genuine enjoyment
of these descriptions of heroie and confident, if doomed, children
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The 18th century

In the first half of the 18th century a few books that didn’t have an obviously
instructional or religious agenda were published especially for children, such
as A Little Book for Little Children (¢.1712), which included riddles and
rhymes : and a copiously illustrated bestiary, A Description of Three
Hundred Animals (1730), the second part of which was published
‘particularly for the entertainment of youth',
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But the turning point came in the 1740s, when a cluster of London
publishers began to produce new books designed to instruct and delight
young readers. Thomas Boreman was one, who followed his Description of
Three Hundred Animals with a series of illustrated histories of London
landmarks jokily (because they were actually very tiny) called the Gigantick
Histories (1740-43).

@O0n3pic3




c\h\)ub)ywb,ﬁu‘.s*&\,M\c\)ﬂ\i&)ywiquuﬁ:u\gluﬂ
) G s e ool allad 5 Jeaal gl (e A e () gon AL Uy 4) iy
(43-1740) "dd! Jaad! JU" Lo (3lla) (V2 5 s adl 4l 4 uilS

Another was Mary Cooper, whose two-volume Tommy Thumb's Pretty Song
Book (1744) is the first known nursery rhyme collection, featuring carly
versions of well-known classics like ‘Bah, bah, a black sheep’, ‘Hickory
dickory dock’, ‘London Bridge is falling down’ and ‘Sing a song of
sixpence’.
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The father of children’s literature

But the most celebrated of these pioneers is John Newbery, whose first
book for the entertainment of children was A Little Pretty Pocket-Book
Intended for the Instruction and Amusement of Little Master Tommy and
Pretty Miss Polly (c.1744).
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It was indeed a pretty book, small, neat and bound in brightly coloured
paper, and Newbery advertised it as being sold with a ball (for a boy) and a
pincushion (for a girl) - these toys were to be used to record the owner’s
good and bad deeds (by means of pins stuck cither to the black side of the
ball or pincushion, or the red).
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Newbery's books perfectly embodied the educational ideas of John Locke,
who had advocated teaching through amusement. But Newbery has become
known as the ‘father of children's literature’ chiefly because he was able to
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show that publishing children’s books could be a commercial success. This
may have been because he made most of his money from selling patent
medicines, and by publishing for adults
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Nevertheless, his children’s book business flourished, and, following his
death in 1767, it was taken over by his descendants, surviving into the 19th
century. Newbery was a great innovator too. He produced the first children’s
periodical for example, called The Lilliputian Magazine (1751-52), a
miscellany of stories, verse, riddles and chatty editorials.
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And his most famous work, The History of Little Goody Two-Shoes (1765)
has a good claim to be called the first children’s novel. It tells the story of a
poor orphan, Margery, who makes a career for herself as a teacher before,
like a less glamorous Cinderella (with no fairy godmother, balls to attend, or
glass slipper), she marries the local landowner who she has impressed by her
honesty, hard work and good sense.
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A rapid expansion of children’s liter;
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The reasons for this sudden rise of children's literature have never been fully
explained. The entreprencurial genius of figures like Newbery undoubtedly
played a part, but equally significant were structural factors, including the
growth of a sizeable middle class, technical developments in book
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production, the influence of new educational theories, and changing attitudes
to childhood.
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Whatever the causes, the result was a fairly rapid expansion of children’s
literature through the second half of the 18th century, so that by the carly
1800s, the children’s book business was booming. For the first time it was
possible for authors to make a living out of writing solely for children, and
to become famous for it. Children’s literature, as we know it today, had
begun
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Children's Genres

JdkaY) £ 1 g4

Let's start this analysis by defining children's literature as both fiction and
non-fiction books written especially for children from 0 to 12 years old.
Let's not include literature for teenagers - from a youth librarian's point of
view, that is a different type of book - young adolescent literature or YA Lit,
Typically, Children's books are classified by the following genre:
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- Picture Books. Children's books that provide a "visual experience” -
telling a story with pictures. There may or may not be text with the book.
The content of the book, however, can be fully explained or illustrated with
pictures. Note that picture books do not even need to tell stories - they
might illustrate letters of the alphabet or numbers.
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Lecture Six

Children's Poetry

JilaY) ead

Poctry is often the first literature presented to a child, in the form of nursery
rhymes or lullabies.
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Offering lyrical appeal and short, direct themes, these kinds of poetic verse
are viewed by some as transitional works which prepare developing minds
for longer forms of literature.
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Yetitis a field under critical pressure, as poets, scholars, and parents
regularly debate the defining characteristics of children's poetry
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Sheila A, Egoff has questioned, "Is poetry for children a separate territory,
or is poetry always simply itself, existing like folklore as a shared ground,
held in common by both children and adults?
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If children's poetry is restricted to that written intentionally for children,
does it include adult work chosen and adopted by children as their own?
Does children's poetry require a simplification of style and subject matter
because of childhood's limitations of experience?
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Or are such assumptions the result of artificial and patronizing adult
attitudes?" There are vast differences in opinion regarding the best way to
present poetry to children, with critics arguing over a range of topics from
the appropriateness of subject material to the impact of didacticism to the
literary quality of verse targeted at young readers.

o BmS L0 Allia " thilalade y Anilasas Bl ) i) ga e Aadl el Y1 038 o B
e guia gall (1o e gana O gaiiiall (A0 Sya v JUlad palll il A4y jla Judadl J g () 0
bl ) i Caagind A Saadll A1 52 ) e adadll 50 ) B gaa sl Sl e Sl (e

As a result, despite the wealth of picture books that utilize rhyming couplets
and more mature verse collections for developing teens,
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the genre of children's poetry has gone largely unrecognized in literary and
scholastic circles,
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, with only two modern works receiving significant critical recognition—
Nancy Willard's A Visit to William Blake's Inn: Poems for Innocent and
Experienced Travelers (1981),

Ny i B - e e el e a0 Aaadl Sl W1 (e i () aa ¢

a Caldecott Honor book in 1982, and Paul Fleischman's Joyful Noise: Poems
for Two Voices (1988), the 1989 winner of the Newbery Medal
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Historically, children's poetry is a relatively new phenomenon couched in s
ancient fabrics.
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While the oral tradition has a long history of songs and folklore passed down
to younger generations, works of written pocetry and verse for juvenile
audiences were first sparingly published in the fifteenth century
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With the advent of published nursery rhymes, a few scattered collections of
poetry written for children began to appear in England, perhaps most
prominently, Ann and Jane Taylor's Original Poems for Infant Minds (1804)

] SeT 1¢ that originated the famous
verse "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star."
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The Star
ikle, little star,
How I wonder what you are !
Up above the world so high,
Like a diamond in the sky.
Joieall aadll Wl | (gl | (gl
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When the blazing sun is gone,
When he nothing shines upon,
Then you show your little light,
Twinkle, twinkle, all the night.
a3 Sl M‘ ,.,L:.'\.’- Ladic
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Then the trav’ller in the dark,
Thanks you for your tiny spark,

He could not see which way to go,
If you did not twinkle so.
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The combination of serene, lovely landscapes and a cartoon, smiley-faced
star has a hodgepodge effect.
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The poem is called “The Star™ by Ann Taylor. Taylor was bom in 1782 and
lived in Colchester, England. She was a poet, hymn writer, and a children’s
author,
Nk ¢ fdd S A Sl 5 [T782 ale o Daaly b O Ml Basalll el
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Because Anne Taylor was a hymn write her poem, *“Ihe Star”, could
incorporate God or religion.
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“The Star™ 1s quite literal and the vocabulary used is easy to comprehend.
The rhyme scheme of the poem is AABB CCDD.
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The title and the use of the word star inside the poem lets the reader know
the exact subject of the poem
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Taylor talks about how a star takes over for the sun at night.
S o el aadll J GAS e sl Zaasd

The mention of a traveler in the poem gives the impression that the write
could be talking about a specific star, the North Star.
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The North Star was used to guide the way of someone like an explorer or

traveler, as used in the poem, wandenng in the dark
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First of all, you’ll notice in the very title, the star is described as “little.”
However, by no stretch of logic is any star small
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Most stars are millions upon millions of miles wide, such as our own sun,
and many reach even multiple times that size.
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So since we have concluded that words in the lullaby’s title such as
“twinkle™ and “little” do not work in a logical understanding of our known

world, who's to say even “star” does... unless it wasn’t a star in the solar
body sense.
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he word “star” has multiple synonyms, which according to dictiohary.com
s what follows:
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a distinguished or glamorous celebrity, often from the entertainment
world. So, out of all the definitions, the most reasonable conclusion we
can come to is that the star in *‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” is actually
a distinguished figure.
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This revelation will change the entire meaning of the well-known six
verses. See, the first verse “Twinkle twinkle little star” is simply
showing the tone and setting for the story; a common practice used in
most novels.
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